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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO ATTENDS AND DELIVERS REMARKS AT 147TH ANNUAL FDNY MEDAL DAY CEREMONY

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you so much, Chief. 

This is the 147th FDNY Medal Day, and that alone should make us proud – so many years recognizing heroes, so many heroes that over the years have answered the call – and there’s an unbroken link, almost a century-and-a-half of people who did amazing things in the service of their fellow human being. 
 
We are so proud of the FDNY. It makes us proud as New Yorkers. This is one of the things about our city that we talk about with particular emotion and passion. Wherever you go in the world, people know the bravery and the professionalism and the unsurpassed capacity of the FDNY. 

And people, when they think about the greatness of New York City, think about the FDNY. The two are synonymous. 
 
Today, we honor some of those who make us particularly proud by taking that history, taking that tradition, and literally taking it to the next level, and make it come alive today. 
 
The leadership of the FDNY deserves such credit for the way they have built upon these extraordinary traditions, and the way they continue to innovate and make this agency even greater. I want to thank Commissioner Dan Nigro, First Deputy Commissioner Robert Turner, Chief of Department Jim Leonard, and all the FDNY leadership present for their amazing service to their city. 
 
I want to thank Reverend Turner for his inspiring words, and I want to thank the men who represent all those who keep us safe – the leaders of labor unions present today, Steve Cassidy and Jake Lemonda, Izzy Miranda, Vincent Variale, and John Sullivan. Thank you to all. 
 
Every day the men and women of the FDNY do things that everyday New Yorkers couldn’t imagine achieving. Every day in the life of the FDNY brings acts of valor and sacrifice. 
 
But the 67 people that we recognize today are truly heroes. They have saved lives, they have protected our communities, they have done the extraordinary, and each and every one has an amazing story to tell. And these are the stories that New Yorkers need to hear more often because they inspire us – just going to mention a few. 
 
And one that really must be held out is the story of Lieutenant Brian Colleluori of Ladder Company 174 in East Flatbush, Brooklyn. 
 
[Cheers]
 
Lieutenant, you got a lot to be proud of. 

Last February, Lieutenant responded to a raging two-alarm fire in Canarsie. Full back-up hadn’t yet arrived but Lieutenant Colleluori didn’t hesitate for a moment. He led his team inside, rescued a New Yorker within minutes, bringing him to safety. He turned back and looked at the building and saw that the fire was growing. Literally flames – 27-foot flames were reported – shooting out of the windows. Imagine the danger, and imagine the decision the Lieutenant had to make. 
 
Well because he is a leader in this FDNY, he made the decision to go back into the building. Inside, he found a collapsed woman. The fire was intensifying. There was no easy way out of the building. So, Lieutenant Colleluori did the only thing left he could do, he used his own body as a shield, praying his gear would hold out and protect them both. 
 
Again, I wish every New Yorker could hear these stories because it would tell them just how extraordinary the work of these men and women is. 

The Lieutenant’s coat was later found to have been exposed to 1,000-degree temperatures. The victim, tragically, succumbed later to her injuries. But the legacy of what Lieutenant Colleluori did will live on for many a year.
 
And today, we award him the James Gordon Bennett Medal, the highest firefighting award in this city.
 
[Applause]
 
I want to tell you one other quick story because today, we’re also honoring EMS Lieutenant Michael Daddona of Station 50 in Hillcrest, Queens. 
 
[Cheers] 
 
He is the recipient of EMS’ highest honor, the Christopher J. Prescott Medal. 
 
Lieutenant Daddona arrived to the scene of a house on fire in the Rockaways and was told that there was an elderly woman trapped inside. 
 
Now, remember EMS’ responsibility is to treat victims that have already been rescued. 
 
But Lieutenant Daddona arrived before the rescue companies had. And he went well above and beyond his call, running into the house, performing two searches, and finally finding the elderly woman and carrying her out of the flames.
 
An amazing story of bravery but again an example of what those brave individuals in this department are capable of every day. Two of many, many stories we could tell of selflessness and courage. 
 
Today, we honor these particularly heroic individuals, but it’s also a day to thank every member of the FDNY. Every time that they come to the aid of a New Yorker in distress, every time they go into a burning building, every time they search through a building that’s collapsed, and all who answered the call the tragic day almost 15 years ago on 9/11 – we honor all of them.
 
So, on behalf of 8.5 million New Yorkers, I congratulate the heroes we honor today, and I thank all the men and women of the FDNY.
 
God bless you all. 
 
[Applause] 
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