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TRANSCRIPT FROM THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2025: 
MAYOR ADAMS APPEARS LIVE ON TSR LIVE
Zach Boog: But our next guest still believes the Knicks will make it to the finals. Welcome, New York Mayor Eric Adams.
Mayor Eric Adams: How are you? I just saw you had my brother Mayor Johnson on as well, good to be on with you.
Tone Kapone: Thank you. Thank you. Yes, yes. We just had Mayor Johnson in there. Yeah, he looked out. He looked out for us. Gave me a day. That made me feel good. Now, Mayor Adams, we're gonna have to ask you some stuff. Yesterday was tough for you, man. Yesterday had to be tough for New York City people, right?
Mayor Adams: I am still in mourning. And I don't know when I finished that bottle of tequila, but I know it was late.
Boog: Now, also yesterday, Mayor Adams, you made a major announcement in support of the Knicks by renaming New York City streets after certain Knicks players. Now, how did you decide who got a street and who didn't?
Mayor Adams: Well, those are temporary signs just to feed into the energy that we're seeing in New York. And we've looked at the starters, of course, then we looked at the folks who were on the bench. And we just wanted to really enhance the fever. People are excited, man. It's been a long time before we've been in this level of the playoffs. And so there's some great energy.
Boog: Yeah, well, you know, honestly, I just I love y'all. But I really just feel like, you know, just that's more of a like championship thing. You know, it's just y'all playing a little bit in the car.
Mayor Adams: You love us. Because, you know, I've been to Chicago a couple of times. But the other last time I went, I really saw the city. It is a beautiful city. I mean, there's some of the rivers, you know, that run through it. 
I know in the wintertime, it's a beast. But, you know, folks, you got to get to Chicago and just really not rush through. You have to really just hang out. I hung out with some of the brothers from the crisis management team. And we sat and we spoke, and it's just, you know, I got to take my hat off to… Chicago's a beautiful city.
Kapone: Yeah, I have to tell you, Mayor Adams, so is New York City. Shout out to New York. Y'all know how to party y’all face off and you got some good food. 
So I had it took me a while to get used to New York. I was one of those people that had to really kind of get taught about New York. But once you learn about New York from a real New Yorker, you have appreciation.
Mayor Adams: But you're talking about our food and other stuff, brother. Don't don't downplay our shorties. Now we got some [inaudible]. You know what I’m saying. Don’t downplay that.
Kapone: If I live in New York, off of that, I'm voting for you, man. You caught me off guard. 
Boog: He said the food and all that. That's cool. But have you seen the women? Beautiful.
Mayor Adams: And remember, in our city, we speak 700 different languages. So this is an international approach. I don't care what type of brother you are. You are going to you won't find yourself a boo in New York, man. I'm telling you. You [inaudible] find somebody here. 
Keke Hampton: Mayor Adams, they like a fan and fluffy out there in NYC. Oh, that's right.
Mayor Adams: You know, you’re talking about Mayor Johnson, let me tell you something. The job of a mayor, you cannot imagine, you know, there's nothing that can prepare you for being a mayor. And a Black mayor is problems on steroids, you know. 
And as I walk, you know, through City Hall, I look at all these faces here, all the mayors, there's been 109 mayors before me. And only one of them was an African American mayor, Mayor Dinkins. And each all of our faces are up on the walls. And I stopped at his face every night before I leave and just like, you know, talk with the spirit and energy of David Dinkins. 
You know, being a Black mayor of the largest city in America, you're going to deal with some stuff, man. You better be prepared. And God becomes real when you got to deal with this stuff. You know, you better… your faith can't be plastic. It's not what you read, it’s what you believe. And you know, this journey has been an unbelievable journey, but I enjoy every day of it.
Kapone: Love it. I love that. Now you have a primary reelection coming up. Why do you decide to run as an independent this time instead as a Democrat? Yeah, I mean, and what do you think is your biggest competition going into this reelection?
Mayor Adams: Because they tried to play me. You know what I’m saying? They were trying to play me. You know, there were so many games. They started out, somebody stepped to me. And they said, listen, you haven't fixed all the potholes in the city. You have not dealt with all the housing that needs to be built. You haven't done anything for Summer Youth Employment. That was January 3, 2022. I was three days in office. 
We broke all these records, brothers, if you go back and you look at what they were writing about me, when I got elected in the third fourth day in office, clearly you knew there was a mission. This cat could never be reelected because he had a clear agenda. And we knocked it out the park. They thought we were going to fail $19 billion in M/WBEs, build more affordable housing in year one, year two, and we're going to do it in the year three fiscal year, drop unemployment for Black and brown people by 20 percent. 
Young people who are dealing with learning disabilities, dyslexia, we're testing them beforehand, so they don't end up in jail. I had a real agenda for working class people, and they didn't expect this bald headed earring wearing mayor was going to be able to hold down this city the way we did. I got $115 billion budget. Then I had to deal with COVID. Then I had to deal with 230 migrants and asylum seekers that was showing up at our doorstep almost 4,000 a week. Think about that for a moment. 
With all of that, we still were able to get it done. And then I get dropped with these federal charges that came on me, and no one read the indictment. Because if you read the indictment, you will say wait a minute, let me get this right. This brother got indicted for calling the Fire Department and said, can you go do a building inspection? And they said, well, you know what, you were getting upgrades. So you must have been [bribed]. And so when folks say, I want you to think about this for a moment, when folks say the federal government wouldn't come at you, unless you did something wrong. I tell people ask Malcolm's family that. Ask Dr. King's family that. Ask the Black Panthers family that. Ask Marcus Garvey's family that. 
There's a history of targeting Black and brown leaders, particularly if you're going to get the work done. And that's what I've done man. I just upset the apricots. So they held me up until the day before I was supposed to put in my petitions. I got 25,000 signatures. But we weren't able to get our message out in that time. So now I'm able to get my message out, because these charges are no longer over my head. And I'm able to go and do what I know how to do best. And that's the campaign.
Hampton: Now, Mayor Adams, you know, people are saying you may be aligned with Trump because you got your charges dismissed. What do you say to that?
Mayor Adams: And sister, I want you to think about some of these folks who are on medication, you know, think about it. They were about to… they were trying to give me 35 years in prison for calling to tell someone to do an inspection and people who I trusted, but broke my trust in me. 
Now, so just think about this for a moment, 35 years in prison. I'm a Christian. And what I've learned in when I was growing up, my mother used to be backing the rent. And every once in a while, she hit the number. And I say, Mom, you know, isn’t that illegal? And Mommy would say, baby, God uses who he uses. I don't question God. You know, I should have never been charged in the first place. They should be complaining about President Biden, Biden pardoning his family. How about that? 
So if the Justice Department knew, I didn't know President Trump. President Trump was on the campaign trail saying what they're doing to that mayor is wrong. That mayor started fighting against the migrants and asylum seekers. And when he did that, they came at him. I didn't know him. There was no agreement between us. He felt that what he went through in his life. He said, Look what they're doing to that mayor in New York. He was saying that over and over again on the campaign trail. 
So if the Justice Department comes and saying what I said that this was wrong, and they decide to reexamine the case and drop it, what am I supposed to raise my hand and say, no, please give me 35 years in prison? 
You know, and so we stayed focused. And in spite of all of that, when I got indicted, people were wanting me to step down. They just didn't know me. When you look into my story, I was, I grew up, I grew up dyslexic. I used to walk in the classroom every day. And he's having the back of my chair, dumb student, I was undiagnosed. 
And when I read, they would mimic me reading throughout the whole day and laugh and mock me. Then at 15, once I figured I didn't want to go to school anymore, I got my brother and I got arrested for criminal trespassing and the cops beat us in the precinct of the 103rd precinct. And so my life is being dyslexic, rejected, arrested. But God is so good, I'm elected to be the mayor of the biggest city in the country. And so people don't ever count me out. That's what I tell them. Never count me out.
Hampton: I know that's right. I know that's right, that’s why you got to hit him with the hard questions. 
Boog: Yeah, you know, I always go ahead and hit him with the hard questions. 
Mayor Adams: Please do. Be unfiltered. Be unfiltered, because I’m trying to [inaudible].
Boog: But no, New York is a big city pizza, right? A big pizza city. I'm sorry. One of those. Yeah, one of those. But I want you to help us settle this for our Shade Room great debate. Is pineapple ever acceptable on pizza?
Mayor Adams: Not on my [] pizza. And I'm not cutting it with a knife. I'm picking it up with my hands.
Boog: You got to. Alright. Also, I got another question for you. Is it better to have power or influence?
Mayor Adams: It's better to have influence because a whole lot of folks have power and don't know what to do with it. You want to be able to influence people to number one, improve their lives, and for them to feel comfortable to tell you how to improve your life. And so you could have power and you can sit around and do nothing with it. But if you can influence, you can create some real change. And that's what we've been able to do in the city.
Boog: Now, mayor, I wanna ask you this– Is it okay to end a friendship over political disagreements?
Mayor Adams: Then it was never a friendship in the first place. Because a friend is going to be with you to the end. And I'm blown away of how many people who are around you just to see you fall. My brother Muhammad Ali one day said a woman came up to him and said, you know, I'll never miss any of your fights. And he said, you must be my biggest fan. She said, no, I want to see you when someone kills you in the ring. 
There's a lot of people in our midst that just don't want to miss you falling. And I saw that in the last 15 months where people slept on my couch, people who I paid their rent for, people who I was able to protect during difficult times. I've saw them step up, trip over themselves and say, you know what, he needs to go. Listen, this was a Nazareth moment. You know, Jesus said, Eric, get up, you know, rise and I rise. I know you see me drinking out of this bottle, but this is… I'm acting like this is water but it’s really Tito's.
[Crosstalk.]
Kapone: We got to get to New York [inaudible]. 
Mayor Adams: I’m only doing this because it’s your birthday, we’re celebrating your birthday.
Kapone: Thank you Mayor Adams. No doubt. We got to thank you so much for joining us. And of course, good luck on your reelection. 
Mayor Adams: Thank you, be well, brothers, sisters, stay strong.
 
###

image1.png
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK. NY 10007




