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Spotlight on: Keep Well Leaflets

By Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

From 1915 to 1922, the Bureau of Public Health Education at the NYC
Department of Health published a series of Keep Well Leaflets. These leaflets
offered practical advice from medical and educational professionals on various
health topics and provided some self-care tips. Take a look and see what might
still hold true today.

Here is an excerpt from “Talks with Mothers” written by Dr. S. Josephine Baker in
1919

Guidance from “Care of the Hair” written by Dr. S. Dana Hubbard in 1922.

Municipal Reference Library Notes Bridging the
Hudson River at New York City

By Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

The February 6, 1924 issue of Municipal Reference Library Notes features the
first in a series of articles on bibliographic sources about a proposed Hudson
River Bridge. It is noted in the article that the idea of a bridge across the Hudson
River was discussed as earlier as 1810. Many plans were considered by the
states of New York and New Jersey. By 1924 the idea was up for discussion
again with the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey established in 1923
actively involved. Articles for each Notes issue in February provided detailed
bibliographies from 1811 to 1924 Eventually, the George Washington Bridge was
constructed across the Hudson River and opened in 1931. Here are two images
from the first article in the series.

A Woman of Firsts: Constance Baker Motley

By Pauline Toole, Commissioner, Department of Records and Information
Services

New York City can count many groundbreaking women among its residents and
leaders. Few, though, have been as inspiring as Constance Baker Motley who
should be celebrated more widely.

The Vertical Files in the Municipal Library contain a folder of news clips, mostly
from long-shuttered newspapers, documenting her impact in a career that broke
ground in the law, politics and civil rights.

Born in New Haven to immigrant parents from Nevis, Baker Motley aspired to
attend college but lacked resources. While working as a housecleaner she
volunteered in organizations advocating for civil rights. In a fluke, a wealthy white
contractor was in the audience when she was making a speech. He offered to
fund her college education. And she was offl

Initially attending Fisk University, she transferred to New York University to
complete her undergraduate degree and then Columbia University's Law Schoaol.
While a student, she volunteered with the emerging Legal Defense Fund of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People—the NAACP LDF,
and was among the organization’s first employees. Working alongside Thurgood
Marshall throughout the South, Baker Motley achieved major civil rights victories
over a two-decade career. She was the first Black woman to appear before the
United States Supreme Court where she argued ten cases. One notable example
Is successfully representing James Meredith in the fight to desegregate the
University of Mississippi.

In 1963 she became the first Black woman elected to the New York State Senate
and in 1965 she became the first woman Borough President in New York City. In
that position, she focused on community needs and took city agencies to task for
being unresponsive. In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson nominated her for a
federal judgeship on the United States District Court for the Southern District of
New York, on the recommendation of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. Upon
confirmation, over the objections of Southern senators, she became the nation’s
first Black woman federal judge. Constance Baker Motley became the chief judge
of the District Court in 1982 and continued to serve as a judge until her death in
2005.

In January 2024, the United States Postal Service honored her with a Black
Heritage Stamp.

If these highlights pique your curiosity, check out the biography: Civil Rights
Queen: Constance Baker Motley and the Struggle for Equality by Tomiko Brown
Nagin.

Progress in NYC's Electronic Records
Management

By Rose Yndigoyen, Director, Municipal Records Management Division

The DORIS Records Management division continues its diligent work to actively
and efficiently manage New York City's records in all formats. This update
showcases the strides we've taken in the fiscal year 2024 to enhance city-wide
involvement in contemporary aspects of electronic records management. One of
our major accomplishments in recent months has been the continued successful
implementation of the Electronic Records Management System (ERMS). This
transformative project is on track to bring over 20 million city records under
management by the end of January 2024 Another project we are proud to
highlight is a joint effort with the Office of Technology and Innovation (OTI) to
manage de-activated Outlook mailboxes in accordance with retention schedules.
By doing so, we are working to ensure the proper archiving and retention of city
records.

The DORIS Records Management division is committed to expanding citywide
compliance with electronic records management practices. The successful
implementation of ERMS and the collaboration with OTI showcase our dedication
to ensuring active and appropriate management is applied to all NYC records in
all formats.
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