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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR DE BLASIO ON CONCLUSION OF STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION

“With the leadership and commitment of Speaker Heastie and his Assembly colleagues, New York City secured a series of important State commitments that will improve lives across our five boroughs.

“Preserving mayoral control of schools will ensure progress continues for 1.1 million students. While one-year extensions are no way to treat our children, families or educators, this action is a crucial acknowledgment by State lawmakers that the education progress we have made in New York City could not have happened without our accountable control of the school system.

“There is no doubt that our coalition-building had a significant effect on what we achieved for New York City this legislative session. Working closely with mayors and local officials in neighboring counties, we helped convince Albany to revoke the MTA’s ability to ignore important neighborhood zoning regulations. We worked to increase our city’s capacity to build affordable housing, while stopping unneeded bond-cap regulation. New York City firefighters hurt on the job will get what they deserve because of enacted legislation, while provisions to stabilize City bus contracting will give workers and our school system protections they need. We are equally pleased that our advocacy has helped prompt the State to crack down on tinted windows that jeopardize the safety of NYPD officers.

“This legislative session was not without its missed opportunities. When it comes to affordable housing investments and help for homeless New Yorkers, it’s clear the State is doing far too little. We cannot accept this inaction and let Albany off the hook when it comes to protecting some of our city’s most vulnerable residents. Great credit should be given to allied lawmakers and the housing and homeless advocates who have opened an important fight that we will be proud to wage alongside them in the days ahead.”
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