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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 22, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO HOSTS A CABINET MEETING WITH SENIOR STAFF IN THE BRONX
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: It’s an honor to be here in the Bronx as we kick off Bronx week. I want to thank our host, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., and thank you for your team already has been wonderful in working with us and helping us to bring all the operations of City Hall here to the Bronx. And I want to talk about – before we hear from the Borough President I want to talk about this week and what it’ll mean to us and obviously the fact that we brought together the leadership of the entire City administration here to the Bronx to focus exclusively on the Bronx for a week, which I know, I know you believe is good and necessary. 
 
But let me just say at the outset there is – Mr. Borough President and we are feeling very heavy hearts today for this team. We lost a really important and beloved member of our team, Peter Wertheim and this is – everyone is trying to make sense of it. We – a very, very sudden loss, just we just heard yesterday. Thirty-nine-year-old incredibly bright, promising young man who was a central player in this team, and so much of the good that’s been done on economic development, on housing Peter had a major hand in. And just out of nowhere he’s gone, and really wanted to take a moment, you know we are – our thoughts of course are his family. He was at a family gathering when this happened, which is so additionally painful. And our thoughts are with his family, with his husband Ben, but also with his colleagues, a lot of people here before you, and a lot of other people today are really hurting because this is someone who was not just a teammate, and an important teammate, but a beloved teammate. He just had a great warmth and humor about him, and also an extraordinary ability to get things done. So I just like to ask everyone, let’s just have a moment of silence for Peter.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Well obviously key members of the team are here representing somewhat to what we do in City government. Our First Deputy Major Tony Shore, Deputy Major Richard Buery, so many other key figures, our schools chancellor, so many other key figures of the team are here in common cause. Mr. Borough President, this week is going to be about listening to the people of the Bronx, better understanding what we need to do to help make the Bronx even better, working closely with you and your team, and with other elected officials. And I have to tell you, we had an experience in Staten Island, that’s the first of these weeks, and it was amazing. I – we had a vision that going to Staten Island was going to help get things done, that it was going to give us all a better sense of what we needed to do to serve that borough. I think it exceeded our expectations, and we are even more hopeful for this week.
 
You know, when you’re on Staten Island you hear people talk about the quote-unquote forgotten borough, and we’ve tried in this administration to make very clear that that borough is on our mind all the time and tried to show it though action. Well a lot of people in the Bronx over many years who I’ve spoken to feel that the Bronx is the forgotten borough. And you know there’s an honest reason for that, and I don’t think it’s unfair to say out loud that there were I think for too many decades in this city there was a tendency for the city government to focus too little on the Bronx, too little on the outer boroughs in general, too much on Manhattan with all due respect to Manhattan and its needs. We came into office saying we needed a five-borough government, a five-borough economy. We needed to create balance and fairness in the equation. I say that as a proud Brooklynite, but I would say people in the Bronx feel just as strongly that the work of the City government has to be about equity in every way. And that sense of distributing resources and focusing policies fairly, that was lacking for a long time. We got a lot to do. It will not all be corrected overnight, but we’re adamant in this administration that we want to right those wrongs, and we look forward to working very closely with the Borough President in that process. He’s been a very forceful voice for the Bronx and a very proud voice for the Bronx.
 
And this morning is a great example, you know, I have to acknowledge I never until I saw it fully understood the importance and the magnitude of the Hunts Point Market but now having seen it I can affirm that our $150 million in investment that this administration has put it – and it’s so important for resiliency, for the improvement of the market and capacity of the market – that is money well spent. I won’t overstate by saying I know exactly what we need to do next, but I could tell as you indicated when I came in there is more to do there. Our team will be getting to work on that quickly because we see how important it is to focus our energies on the place that feeds all of us and employs 8,000 people of whom fully – 70 percent I was told this morning – 70 percent are Bronxites. And obviously tremendous number of people with good paying jobs, and that’s so much of what we want to focus on this week and thereafter is maximizing economic opportunity but particularly economic opportunity in parts of the city that haven’t enough, and not just any jobs but in fact an increasing focus on good paying jobs which is what I devoted the State of the City to.
 
There is – obviously in this city we are, we are experiencing the residue of an inequality crisis that built up over decades. Our mission is to address that inequality crisis head on. Let’s be honest, the Bronx has borne the brunt of that inequality crisis in many ways. And we have a special obligation to come up with more and more solutions for the Bronx. We know that some of what we are doing is disproportionally – [someone sneezes] bless you – disproportionally benefiting the Bronx and this is important. We’ve got a lot to do. We’ve got a lot to do to address the mistakes of the past, but we do know that some of our policies are disproportionally helping the Bronx and that is part of how we create greater fairness and equality.
 
When it comes down to the work we’re doing to make our city safer and make this borough safer this number makes me very, very happy. Compared to this same point last year, crime is down in the Bronx almost 6 percent in the major crime categories. That work, and thank you Chief, that work continues to deepen and a borough that had its share – to say the least – of public safety challenges now is helping to lead the way in terms of public safety improvement. And it’s happening through neighborhood policing and through a growing closeness between police and community that we are very, very proud of.
 
The economic situation – job growth in this city is more and more about all five boroughs. In fact the Bronx has led the way in the reduction in unemployment, the biggest drop of any borough. Overall unemployment rate compared – today compared to January of 2014 when we came in, unemployment is 5.5 points lower overall in the Bronx then it was – today than it was then. You’re talking – when I took office there was an unacceptably high unemployment rate in the Bronx, and we’ve made more progress in this borough than any other progress working again with the Borough President and his team and a lot more to do.
 
When you talk about schools, the highest – I should say the greatest improvement in our graduation rate has happened here in the Bronx. Of all five boroughs the one that has seen the greatest increase in graduation rate is the Bronx over the last three years. We also are making some investments that we believe are going to lead the way to a lot of other big changes, and one of the places that’s benefitting the most is here in the Bronx District 7. That’s the Single Shepard program for our middle school and high school kids, but it’s also our new 3K initiative. Over the next two years every family in District 7 in the Bronx, one of the most disadvantaged school districts in the whole city, every family will have a guarantee not only that their child can go to pre-K full day for free, but they can go to 3K. The three-year-olds will have a guaranteed full day education for free. It’s going to start here, we’re going to prove it works here, and then spread it from there.
 
So Mr. Borough President, those are just some quick points to indicate there is a lot of progress going on in this borough. You and your team should be very, very proud of that. The economy is getting stronger, the borough is getting safer, the schools are getting better, there is a lot of investment that has to happen, and we – I know you’re particularly focused on that, we want to work closely with you on that. That’s going to be a big focus of this week. 
 
You’re going to not find it hard to have meetings with everyone from every City agency because they’ll be right down the hall from you for a week. 
 
[Laughter]
 
And we’re also going to be, in addition to doing meetings with the Borough President and his team and with other elected officials, we’re going to have our office hours again where anyone can come and bring their ideas and their concerns, which was a great high point of the Staten Island week. We know it’ll be great here as well.
 
So, look, the bottom line is when you get close to the people it makes it easier to serve the people. And we know that moving City Hall to the Bronx is one of the ways to serve the people of the Bronx better. We look forward to a really exciting week ahead.
 
And with that, a great thanks to our host for his hospitality and his partnership in everything we’re doing, Borough President.
 
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 
 
Mayor: Thank you. 
 
Borough President Diaz: Good morning, everyone. 
 
Audience: Good morning. 
 
Borough President Diaz: Thank you for your kind remarks. Thank you for your visit to the Hunts Point Produce Market. Thank you for, in essence, extending Bronx week. Over the last ten days we had the official Bronx Week. Having you here during this week extends that to about two-and-a-half weeks. We call it Bronx Week but it’s really ten days. 
 
[Laughter]
 
Now, we’re going to go through it. And we’re very excited – not only my team but the entire borough of the Bronx. There’s one thing that, of all of the things that you said today, that you did not bring up and we got to settle that issue right now.
 
Okay? So – a little something here.
 
[Borough President Diaz presents Mayor de Blasio with a Yankees jacket]
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: Oh god. We have a situation. 
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Diaz: We got to put this on – 
 
Mayor: Call security immediately.
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Diaz: Put this on, sir. Let’s go. You’re in the Bronx.
 
Mayor: I’ll hold it up. 
 
[Laughter]
 
I’ll hold it up with you. But I can’t put it on.
 
[Laughter]
 
That’s asking too much.
 
[Laughter]
 
I’ll hold it. We’re going to compromise.
 
Borough President Diaz: There you go. 
 
I’m trying. I’m trying.
 
[Mayor holds up a Yankees hat for a photo and covers his face]
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: Public service requires sacrifice. 
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Diaz: I was trying to express this sentiment about a sports fan to my chief of staff, and you confirmed it.
 
[Laughter]
 
I just wanted to, once again, just say that while I didn’t get you to convert –
 
[Laughter]
 
That we are excited about having you here. Look, during these last ten days we had so many festivities and substantive conversations here at Borough Hall and throughout the borough. Believe it or not, we even had a party with centenarians.
 
Mayor: Wow.
 
Borough President Diaz: We had a party with about 41 people over the age of 100 who have always believed in our borough through its good days, through its not so good days, and now that it’s on the up again.
 
Life isn’t perfect here, but when you look at things like economic development, collectively, we’ve all been able to see 68.5 million square feet of economic development built in our borough. In the last eight years alone we’ve seen unemployment, like you said, reduced to the point where in January of 2010, our unemployment rate was 14.1 percent. Two weeks ago, according to the Department of Labor, we were able to get our latest numbers. We’re at 5.7 percent. 
 
And one would say – an economist, Mr. Mayor, “Oh, that’s because people are no longer looking for work so they’re off the rolls.” No, 117,000 more Bronxites are working today than the first day that I took office.
 
Mayor: Wow.
 
Borough President Diaz: We have seen the investment in our public spaces and parks, repairing them to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars in the last eight years alone. A lot of that comes about because the Bronx is the safest Bronx that the world has seen.
 
And let me just tell you that your NYPD, from the Commissioner to your Chief to the Bronx Chief in the community who’s here, you know, they understand the Bronx. So, we’ve been doing it in a way where community-police relations are healthy and are getting healthier – [someone sneezes] bless you – they’re getting healthier where folks are starting to feel safer, where people want to invest here and visit us. 
 
I mean in the last eight years alone, we’ve seen over 12-and-a-half billion, private dollars invested in our borough. Tourism is up 14 percent ,and that’s because not only the work that we’ve been doing, but I want to take the time to thank each and every single one of you – not only for being here this week and the types of conversations that we’re going to have but for what you’ve been doing so far.
 
You know so many of you are so familiar with the Bronx. We’ve worked on so many issues. There are times where we don’t agree all – but no one can ever question the heart that this team brings to the table. No one can ever question how you want to see this city progress.
 
And what better way than to increase one of, if not the most challenging part of the city’s numbers in every area. I look forward to this week. I look forward to having you here. I just wanted to give you a little something else so that you know what the Bronx –
 
Mayor: It can’t get worse. 
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Diaz: It won’t, it won’t.
 
[Laughter]
 
Because I really want you to get the entire – being from the Bronx is about a particular swag and flavor.
 
Mayor: Swag.
 
Borough President Diaz: So if you won’t wear the Yankee hat, I know you’ll wear this hat.
 
Mayor: I will indeed.
 
Borough President Diaz: Okay.
 
Mayor: I’m honored to.
 
Borough President Diaz: Being in the Bronx is about knowing that we are rich in history and culture.
 
Mayor: Nice.
 
Borough President Diaz: So, we have a book here – being from the Bronx means that we like [inaudible] coffee so you need a [inaudible].
 
[Laughter]
 
Being from the Bronx is that there is a particular flavor.
 
Mayor: Oh yes.
 
Borough President Diaz: And once upon a time –
 
Mayor: That’s good.
 
Borough President Diaz: – we were burning. We are no longer burning, but we’re hot. So, here is some Bronx hot sauce.
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: I have had this – I want to do a product placement – I’ve had this hot sauce. It’s the Green Market right?
 
Borough President Diaz: The Green Market – and that is one of the innovative things that the world needs to know about us; that we are resilient – that in the way that we are coming back, we’re doing it so that everyone benefits. So that hot sauce – the way that it is done is working with the administration and developers. We have some developers who buy seeds – serrano seeds – and they give it to the community gardens. So they purchase the seeds, give it to the community gardens. The community gardens then grow the serrano peppers. In order to sustain the community gardens they purchase the serrano peppers. So they give them – it’s recurring revenue for the garden. And then they get a chef to actually use the seeds that were grown in the Bronx and with other ingredients – there we have the Bronx hot sauce, which by the way is being sold in stores.
 
So – the other thing I want is for all of you, not only will you get a firsthand look at the people that you serve. I know that you’re going to have a wonderful experience getting to hear from Bronxites who have no qualms about letting you know what it is that they need. Obviously we have made a lot of progress, but there is a lot of work that needs to be done. You’re going to find it pleasurable and sometimes you’ll be in the hot seat. We all know how that feels. But while you’re doing it I hope that you’re not just working hard this week. I hope that you all get a chance to go out there and experience the borough for what it really is. So, what I want to do is to give each and every single one of you a Bronx visitor’s guide.
 
[Laughter]
 
Here you have all of our cultural institutions – here pass it down.
 
Mayor: He is promoting hard.
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Diaz: Well the Borough Presidents, we have friendly competition.
 
Mayor: That’s good.
 
Borough President Diaz: So, I saw you coddling around with Jimmy Oddo, talking about Staten Island.
 
[Laughter]
 
So, we’re not going to be outdone here. This is – pass it around to everyone.
 
So, while you’re here we want you to visit our restaurants. We’re more than just a zoo; we’re more than just a stadium, we’re more than just the botanical gardens. I know that Arthur Avenue is a must visit. City Island is a must visit. But you will see that we are long in diversity in our cuisine. And so while you’re out here working hard and will be addressing all of these issues please – I know that there are a lot of Bronx familiar faces who know where to go. for those of you who don’t get the opportunity to visit us much. Take advantage this week. You’ll see that the Bronx is full of diversity – 1.4 million-plus. You’ll see that about 40 percent, if not more, of the people who live here were born in another country. You’ll see that everyone works hard. With all that noise and [inaudible] that you see or hear from Washington D.C., I wished that they looked at what is happening in our borough. The immigrant population is the reason why we’re doing so much better as well. So while you go out there visit the neighborhoods, visit the cultural institutions. I know I’m going to get the chance to tour with some of you, but have fun, work hard and thank you for being here during this week.
 
[Applause]
 
Mayor: We’ve got to do one thing. Stand up with me – I’m going to put my hat on because this is the hat I can’t [inaudible]. I feel good about this hat.
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: Now, you’re going to instruct everyone on the proper way to do the Bronx –
 
Borough President Diaz: The X?
 
Mayor: The X.
 
[Laughter]
 
This is how you do it.
 
Borough President Diaz: This is how you do it.
 
Mayor: And you do this –
 
Borough President Diaz: You’ve got to do it with the fists.
 
Mayor: The fists.
 
Borough President Diaz: So, it’s Bronx strong.
 
Mayor: Bronx strong. Okay, when you do this you will meet with the approval of the people of the Bronx.
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: Thank you, you’re a great host.
 
Borough President Diaz: Thank you.
 
Mayor: Excellent. Thank you very much.
 
Borough President Diaz: Welcome, everyone.
 
Mayor: Alright, we’re going to get down to business now. Thank you our media colleagues.
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