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MARKING 11 YEARS SINCE SUPERSTORM SANDY, MAYOR ADAMS CELEBRATES COMPLETION OF $110 MILLION NEW CREEK BLUEBELT EXPANSION TO PREVENT FLOODING ON STATEN ISLAND
 
Mid-Island’s New Creek Bluebelt Will Reduce Stormwater Flooding and
Fortify Surrounding Communities Against Extreme Weather Due to Climate Change
 
NEW YORK – Marking 11 years since the week Superstorm Sandy — which killed 44 New Yorkers and caused $19 billion in damages and lost economic opportunity to the city — made landfall in the five boroughs, New York City Mayor Eric Adams today announced the completion of a $110 million project to protect the Mid-Island section of Staten Island from flooding, and fortify surrounding communities against climate change-driven extreme weather events by significantly expanding the New Creek Bluebelt. Bluebelts — ecologically rich and cost-effective drainage systems that naturally handle the runoff precipitation that falls on streets and sidewalks — provide both critical support to Staten Island’s drainage infrastructure and beautiful open green space for residents, while creating diverse habitats for wildlife. The New Creek Bluebelt now covers 94 acres and drains a 2,249-acre watershed area.
 
This portion of the New Creek Bluebelt expansion consists of three connected projects, with construction done in separate phases. With all three phases now complete, stormwater that falls on roadways, rooftops, and sidewalks in portions of the Midland Beach, Grant City, Dongan Hills, and Todt Hill neighborhoods of Staten Island will now drain into new catch basins and storm sewers and be discharged into the New Creek Bluebelt. From there, it will slowly make its way to thelower New York Bay while being naturally filtered along the way.
 
“Eleven years after Superstorm Sandy stole 44 of our neighbors, family members, and loved ones, the need for major investments in flooding infrastructure has only grown as climate change continues to create stronger storms and extreme weather events. Too often, our concrete jungle gives rain no place to go, leaving communities to manage devastating flooding without the necessary infrastructure. But with this $110 million expansion of the New Creek Bluebelt, Staten Island is more prepared than ever,” said Mayor Adams. “These bluebelts are a key part of our broad strategy to protect New York City from flooding. The days of Staten Island being the ‘forgotten borough’ are over. We will not allow any borough in our city to experience another Superstorm Sandy without being prepared.”
 
“Today we celebrate how New Yorkers can have it all, a bluebelt that creates open space, greenery, wildlife and critical absorption to protect Staten Islanders against more frequent, heavier and more unpredictable storms,” said Deputy Mayor of Operations Meera Joshi, “Bluebelts are one of many ways the Adams administration maximizes every square foot, turning it into green infrastructure to protect New Yorkers against flooding. We will continue to be creative and opportunistic to build a more resilient city.”
 
“Bluebelts are a key strategy for managing stormwater throughout the city, making New York more resilient to changing climate. These innovative drainage systems reengineer existing wetlands to protect communities from inland flooding, while also providing beautiful open spaces for residents and wildlife,” said New York City Chief Climate Officer and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Commissioner Rohit T. Aggarwala. “As we seek natural solutions to fortify neighborhoods against extreme weather, we need look no further than to the successful development and implementation of the bluebelt program right here on Staten Island.”
 
“DOT is proud to collaborate with our sister agencies to fight climate change with more resilient, fortified infrastructure. As part of our contribution, DOT worked with our sister agencies to rebuild sidewalks along Hylan Boulevard with upgraded, accessible curbs and curb extensions at intersections to expand pedestrian space and make the corridor safer for all road users,” said New York City Department of Transportation Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez. “We thank Mayor Adams and the administration for their close partnership.”
 
“Bluebelts are an efficient and environmentally sensitive way to manage stormwater while preserving open space and beautifying communities,” said New York City Department of Design and Construction Commissioner Thomas Foley. “Congratulations to the DDC team that completed the New Creek Bluebelt. DDC is also building thousands of pieces of green infrastructure around the city, and we look forward to expanding our stormwater management efforts in coordination with the city’s larger flood mitigation strategy.”
 
“Our wetlands and stream corridors are vital ecological systems that support dragonflies, amphibians, fish, majestic waterbirds, birds of prey, and diverse plant species.  As these bluebelt projects demonstrate, our aquatic systems also play a pivotal role in absorbing and managing stormwater and providing critical open space for communities,” said New York City Department of Parks and Recreation Commissioner Sue Donoghue. “We are excited to continue to work with our agency partners to ensure the multiple benefits of these ecosystems are preserved and well managed for New Yorkers.”
 
“Bluebelts use existing and newly constructed natural resources — streams, ponds, and wetlands — to capture and convey stormwater runoff,” said Mayor’s Office of Climate & Environmental Justice Executive Director Elijah Hutchinson. “They help manage neighborhood flooding, offer critical open space benefits and increase native plantings. The New Creek Bluebelt will be a resilient, restorative destination for Staten Island residents and other New Yorkers alike, and a rich natural environment for social connection and community-building.”
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Drone footage of the Staten Island bluebelt network after Tropical Storm Ophelia, September 30, 2023. Credit: DEP
 
Originally implemented on Staten Island, the bluebelt program preserves natural drainage corridors including streams, ponds, and wetlands, and revitalizes and enhances them to optimize their functions of conveying, storing, and filtering stormwater. Bluebelts have proven to be an excellent mechanism for reducing urban flooding while creating a rich natural environment for the local community. As New York City prepares for rising sea levels and heavier rains due to climate change, bluebelts offer a natural and effective solution for stable and sound stormwater management.
 
To complete this multiphase expansion of the New Creek Bluebelt, the city most recently concluded a $42 million project in Midland Beach, which encompasses 12 acres and features the largest man-made wetland in the bluebelt system. Enhancements feature two outfalls, stilling basins to reduce water velocity, micropools and forebays to provide maintenance points, and a weir chamber at Olympia Boulevard to regulate the downstream flow of water as it makes its way toward the lower New York Bay. The Midland Beach project also included adding more than 85,400 wildflowers and natural plants, 810 native shrubs, 440 trees, 6,000 linear feet of storm sewers, 2,150 linear feet of sanitary sewers, and 5,300 linear feet of water mains.
 
Prior to the Midland Beach site, the city undertook the $25 million “Gateway to the Bluebelt,” which created a panoramic-like viewing area introducing the public to the rehabilitated New Creek wetlands. This three-part expansion of the New Creek Bluebelt began with a $43 million project that saw two new wetlands built at Last Chance Pond Park. The Gateway Project, received a $4.9 million grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program. The Last Chance Pond portion of the New Creek Bluebelt received additional funding from an $11 million U.S. Department of Agriculture grant, which was secured by Senator Charles Schumer.
 
Bluebelts are a key part of the city’s strategy to mitigate inland flooding, while DEP’s new Bureau of Coastal Resiliency focuses on coastal flooding. This holistic approach unifies long-term planning and funding, increases coordination and efficiency, and improves maintenance of flood resilience projects. The Adams administration is also investing billions in grey and green infrastructure to prevent flooding — from neighborhood-scale coastal resiliency projects in Lower Manhattan to porous, receded playgrounds that act as water retention tanks during extreme rainfall, to small rain gardens and other green features that absorb stormwater, among other tools. Additionally, the Adams administration is actively evaluating locations in all five boroughs to expand the successful bluebelt network, including in the Jewel Streets neighborhood between Brooklyn and Queens.
 
“Bluebelts are a critical piece in protecting Staten Islanders from flooding and preserving our wetlands,” said New York State Senator Jessica Scarcella-Spanton. “This project is a long time coming and I’m grateful for our partners at every level of government for making this investment in our community a reality.” 
 
“As someone that represents a district that was devastated 11 years ago by Hurricane Sandy and continues to be plagued by flooding conditions during periods of heavy rain, I am thankful to see the completion of the New Creek Bluebelt Expansion,” said New York State Assemblymember Michael Tannousis. “I’m hoping that this project will go a long way to prevent flooding and help improve the quality of life for my constituents.”
 
“As we observe the 11th anniversary of Superstorm Sandy, I want to commend our Department of Environmental Protection on their completion of this critical project to expand New Creek Bluebelt,” said New York State Assemblymember Michael Reilly.  “Though we still have more work to do, it is remarkable to see how far we’ve come over these past 11 years to mitigate flooding and make our Staten Island community much more resilient.” 
 
“The Bluebelt program was started in 1980, and it is great to see that in 2023, these projects are still being developed to enhance our wetlands,” said New York State Assemblymember Sam Pirozzolo. “With our city’s aging infrastructure taking hit after hit, investments like these are needed to keep our heads above water. I am hopeful that the New Creek Bluebelt will grant Staten Islanders additional peace of mind as they have an added layer of protection against severe and extreme weather threats.” 
 
“The completion of the New Creek Bluebelt is welcome news to the residents of Midland Beach,” said Staten Island Borough President Vito J. Fossella. “As someone who grew up in South Beach, just a few miles from there, I learned early in life about the negative effects of flooding.  This new bluebelt will help to redirect stormwater away from homes and neighborhoods and into natural drainage corridors like streams and ponds and ultimately out to sea. We’ve visited the site several times to observe its progress. We’ve started a partnership with nearby schools to learn about the bluebelt and name the ponds. We are pleased now to join Mayor Adams in congratulating the New York City Department of Environmental Protection and Department of Design and Construction for completing this phase. The bluebelt is one of the most successful engineering projects in the history of our borough.  That is why we strongly support continued expansion of the bluebelt wherever it can help protect homes and residents from flooding, just as it has done throughout the South Shore.”
 
“While we still have more work to do to protect our coastal communities from a storm surge of the magnitude we experienced during Superstorm Sandy 11 years ago, we are far better equipped to handle more common flooding events thanks in large part to our bluebelt system,” said New York City Councilmember David Carr. “The expansion of the bluebelt into New Creek will help us take full advantage of the system of wetlands that nature has designed to help buffer against extreme weather conditions, and is the result of a successful collaboration between local elected officials, DEP, and the mayor’s office.”
 
“With the successful completion of the $110 million New Creek Bluebelt expansion, I commend Mayor Adams and the Administration for their dedication to enhancing our community's resilience against flooding,” said New York City Councilmember Kamillah Hanks. “This significant project not only protects our community from flooding but also fortifies us against the challenges of climate change. I look forward to witnessing the positive impact it will have on our residents and environment.”
 
“Recent extreme rain events and flooding are a stark reminder to New Yorkers about the need to adapt our city to the growing impacts of climate change. The expanded New Creek Bluebelt is a terrific example of the kind of infrastructure we need to meet the moment, and be better prepared for the future," said Emily Nobel Maxwell, director, New York Cities, The Nature Conservancy. “The bluebelt helps address local flooding, and benefits wildlife and surrounding neighborhoods. The Nature Conservancy congratulates New York City for completing this important project and encourages ongoing investments in green and nature-based infrastructure to improve quality of life and resilience in New York City.”
 
“It’s exciting to see the city completing another forward-thinking bluebelt project on Staten Island,” said Cortney Worrall, president and CEO, Waterfront Alliance. “As climate change continues to bring heavy rainfall, often in unexpected ways, bluebelts are a proven way to use nature to help lessen the impacts of climate change, and in this case, manage stormwater. Nature-based solutions like these will make communities and residents less vulnerable to the impacts associated with the climate crisis.”
 
“New York Restoration Project believes in broadening green infrastructure for all New Yorkers,” said Lynn Bodnar Kelly, executive director, New York Restoration Project.”  “Expanding the New Creek Bluebelt on Staten Island is an important step towards making our city more resilient and livable in the face of extreme weather. Bluebelts help modernize and adapt our drainage infrastructure to handle more water while also expanding critical green space.”
 
“New Yorkers for Parks congratulates Mayor Adams on the forward-looking expansion of the New Creek Bluebelt, which will provide critical support to Staten Island’s drainage infrastructure,” said Adam Ganser, executive director, New Yorkers for Parks. “Our city’s parks and opens spaces are critical green infrastructure, essential in our efforts to mitigate the impacts of climate change. What’s more, this project provides beautiful open green space for Staten Island residents and moves the needle on New Yorkers for Parks’ goals to increase the amount of park space in this densely populated city.” 
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