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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT THE NEW YORK CITY VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: What an extraordinary thing to be together for the hundredth time for this amazing moment in history. Now, we New Yorkers we know how to celebrate. We know how to make our opinions heard. We know how to be loud. Let’s hear from the Marines here, and we’re honoring the Marines this year. Let’s hear it from you. 
 
[Cheers]
 
Come on, Marines. You can be louder than that.
 
[Cheers]
 
Okay, I just want to check there are real Marines here. 
 
Alright. Everybody, I will be very quick. First, I want to say, yes, we in New York City, we don’t just want to pay lip service to veterans, we don’t just want to come to events. We want to do real things to improve the lives of our veterans. They have done so much for us. We all need to step up. I want to thank Paul Bucha for what he said, reminding us we can always do more – and that’s true of the federal government, that’s true of local governments as well. We have to aim higher if we’re really going to honor our veterans. 

I want to thank the members of my team who do that work with devotion, including our new Veterans Services Commissioner and Lieutenant Colonel James Hendon. Thank you, Lieutenant Colonel. 
 
[Applause]
 
Of course, his predecessor, Brigadier General Loree Sutton. We thank her for all she’s done for the Veterans of this city. 

[Applause]

And I want to thank from my administration – from the Air Force, as well – our Commissioner for Emergency Management, Deanne Criswell. And, of course, Police Commissioner Jimmy O’Neill.
 
[Applause]
 
And we honor some great people today. All the grand marshals and the honoree grand marshals, we thank you. Here’s what I want to say today – we heard from Vince McGowan, such an extraordinary leader, and he very kindly referenced what my dad went through as WWII veteran. And I saw with my own eyes how much those who have served and done for us, and then how much they come home with. And for so many veterans what they have experienced, and the challenge they face, and the pain they feel they so often keep to themselves. I saw it with my own dad. I saw that he was a man who needed support, needed help, never wanted to ask for it. But we owe it to our veterans to not just ask them once in while “how can we help,” but to make it something we do all the time, to offer help willingly, to offer it with full heart. 

We in New York City, we believe that is not right if a veteran cannot get a job because they served in combat. We have seen veterans discriminated against because they served in combat and employers fear they had PTSD. That’s not acceptable and in New York City that is against the law. We will not let our veterans be discriminated against. 
 
[Applause]
 
We have seen veterans who were chronically homeless. We ended that scourge but now we have more to do. There should not be a single veteran who is homeless for a single night in the greatest country on Earth.
 
[Applause]
 
And lord knows we’ve seen veterans go without health care, and this city it is not just about the physical health care. Today, we announced a new initiative to get veterans who are often deprived dental health care the help they need, and, that hardest of all nuts to crack, the mental health services that so often are out of reach and where veterans deal with a stigma that should never be placed on them. Let dedicate ourselves to telling every veteran in our life if they have a mental health challenge there is nothing wrong with them. The only things wrong is if we don’t offer them the help they deserve.
 
[Applause]
 
So, my friends, we commit ourselves on this day to go farther. To all of you who have served, a profound thanks of the people of this city. To all of you who are serving now – we honor you, we cherish you for what you do. But now when we go forth today, after the celebrations, after the parades – everybody, in your heart seek out, just like Paul Bucha says – seek out the veterans in your life. Tell them we don’t just thank them, but we love them, we care about them, and we are devoted to them leading the lives they deserve, because they have given all to us. Let us give all to them. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 
 
[Applause]
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