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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ON OBAMA ADMINISTRATION’S 
LAUNCH OF SECOND CHANCE PELL PILOT PROGRAM FOR INCARCERATED 

INDIVIDUALS 

“Time behind bars should be rehabilitative, and we must take every possible step to ensure those 
leaving our jails do not re-offend and have the skills they need to lead more productive lives. In 
New York City, we are dramatically expanding education and job training on Rikers Island, and 
President Obama’s Second Chance Pell Pilot Program is another essential step toward 
rehabilitating our country’s incarcerated population. Today the President made clear: the path 
toward a safer society starts with education.” 
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