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CLERGY AND NEIGHBORHOOD ADVOCATES APPLAUD PASSAGE OF HISTORIC HOUSING REFORMS

Yvonne Stennett, Executive Director Community League of the Heights, said, “Our city has taken a giant step in addressing the critical need for affordable housing and holding developers accountable by mandating the inclusion of affordable housing. The passing on MIH moves us so much closer in granting low income New Yorkers the ability to have decent affordable housing. Concurrently, the ZQA, while spurring affordable senior housing, also sends a message that our city values and respects our very vulnerable senior population. Together these two bills demonstrate this administration’s desire and willingness to address the needs of all New Yorkers.”

Luis Garden Acosta, Founder and President of El Puente said, “A progressive, visionary step toward realizing the human right of housing-indispensable for a life of dignity.”

Christopher Kui, Executive Director of Asian Americans for Equality, said, "I want to commend Mayor de Blasio and the City Council for their leadership in passing this historic plan that will change the lives of so many New Yorkers. The current housing market has brought unprecedented pressures on immigrant communities and seniors across the city, severely impacting their quality of life. Now finally, there is a comprehension citywide mandate and plan for building and preserving 200,000 units of housing that is affordable, helping to ensure that New York City will remain a diverse and thriving city for all of its people for the next generation and beyond.”

Colvin Grannum, President and CEO of the Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation, said, "I am pleased that the Mayor and the Council have come to an agreement on Mandatory Inclusionary Housing and Zoning for Quality and Affordability. These new planning and development measures are sufficiently flexible to address our city's diverse housing needs and we hope will be used to promote economic equity for low – and moderate-income New Yorkers through economic integration. We are also heartened to see that the lifeblood of our city – working and middle class families and seniors will have permanently affordable housing in New York City for generations to come."

Lena Al Husseini, Executive Director, Arab American Family Support Center said, Affordable housing and inclusionary zoning programs are two of the most critical priorities for New Yorkers and especially so for the communities we serve. Recent data has clearly illustrated the challenge of finding affordable housing, and many communities cannot even afford to live in the city they work in. This must change, and today we celebrate a very important step forward. We are elated that the City Council voted overwhelmingly to support the Mayor’s push to eliminate barriers to affordable housing for all New Yorkers.”

Reverend Hiram Ratliff of the New Tabernacle Baptist Church said, “I think it’s a great thing and I look forward to working with the administration as they move forward with the 10 year plan for housing. And whatever the clergy can do, I’m here to help.”

Soledad Hiciano, Executive Director Association of Progressive Dominicans, said, “Congratulations to the Mayor and the city council for understanding the needs of our community and creating opportunity for our families who have been overlooked for so long. Thank you for passing the MIH and ZQA.”
Reverend Denise Smartt-Sears of the United Methodist Church said, “We support these new efforts moving towards affordable housing for all people in different places. We ought to be about providing housing, especially for seniors in New York City. They have been our hope for generations and we need to be able to support them with affordable housing in any way we can.”

Reverend Marvin Moss of the Salem United Methodist Church in Harlem, said “As the faith community we are called to feed the hungry and clothe the naked and house the homeless. So this legislation is a win-win for all, showing us that economics is not always the most important, but care and concern for humanity is what we should all be focused on.”

Rabbi Moshe Indig of Williamsburg said, “Congratulations to Mayor de Blasio for his unbelievable hard work and major achievement by delivering one of his main goals to bring hundreds of thousands new affordable housing units to our people and communities of our great city, Mr. Mayor your dream became a reality, Mazel Tov and thank you!”

Elder Joselyn Marcano of Trinity Presbyterian Church said, “It is very important for us to support and thank Mayor de Blasio and City Council for their hard work in passing legislation that places more importance on affordable housing than parking.”

Dr. Jahangir Kabir and East New York said, “Thank you for your leadership to move New York City forward from education to housing. The East New York rezoning plan will bring much needed investment in the community and create a pathway for many to afford a place to call home”

Bishop Dr. Jonathan Owhe of Christ The Rock World Restoration said, “We are very excited in terms of this new initiative and voted in favor of it. It is going to expand the housing stock and leverage it for seniors and young people. Thank you for making this come to pass.”
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