
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
February 24, 2010/Calendar No. 10 C 100081 PPQ 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Citywide Administrative 
Services (DCAS), pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter, for the disposition of 
one (1) city-owned property located at 87-35 131st Street, Block 9339, Lot 34, in the Jamaica 
Industrial Business Zone, South Jamaica Empire Zone, pursuant to zoning, Borough of Queens, 
Community District 9. 
 
 
The application for the disposition of city-owned property was filed by the Department of 

Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS), Division of Real Estate Services (DRES) on August 

26, 2009. 

 

BACKGROUND 

87-35 131st Street is an irregularly shaped lot measuring approximately 47,350 square feet at the 

intersection of 131st Street and Jamaica Avenue in an M1-1 district in the Richmond Hill 

neighborhood of Queens, Community District 9. The lot is located within the Jamaica Industrial 

Business Zone and South Jamaica Empire Zone. To the west of the property is the Long Island 

Rail Road right-of-way, with industrial/manufacturing uses further to the west. To the north 

along Jamaica Avenue are one- to two-story industrial, commercial, and residential uses. 

Immediately to the south and east of the property are primarily two-story residential buildings. 

 

Upon approval of disposition, DCAS intends to dispose of the property to the New York City 

Economic Development Corporation (EDC). EDC intends to go into a direct sale with Boundary 

Fence & Railing Systems, Inc. (Boundary Fence), a manufacturer and wholesaler of fencing and 

ornamental metal products for industrial, commercial and residential use. Boundary Fence has 

held a lease with EDC on the property since 1984. There is currently a 23,500 square foot 

building on the site primarily used for manufacturing and accessory office space. Boundary 

Fence plans to construct a 2,000 square foot building for office and showroom uses and to make 

improvements to the existing building. 

 

 
Disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination.  Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up."
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 100081 PPQ) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New 

York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq. and the New York City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 

of 1977. The lead is the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development. 

 

This application was determined to be a Type II action which requires no further environmental 

review. 

 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 100081 PPQ) was certified as complete by the Department of  City Planning 

on October 5, 2009 and was duly referred to Community Board 9 and the Borough President, in 

accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, Section 2-02(b). 

 

Community Board Public Hearing 

Community Board 9 held a public hearing on this application on November 10, 2009 and on 

December 8, 2009, by a vote of 35 to 1 with 1 abstention, adopted a resolution recommending 

approval of the application subject to the following condition: 

 
Queens Community Board 9 approves the sale of this property to Boundary Fence & 
Railing System only on the commitment of Boundary Fence to the terms and conditions 
they have agreed to as stated on the attached document outlining the physical 
improvements to the street scape of the property. 

 

Borough President Recommendation 

The application was considered by the Borough President of Queens, who issued a 

recommendation approving the application on January 5, 2010 with the following conditions: 

 
Boundary Fence & Railing Systems, Inc. should continue its communication with 
Community Board 9 and the Office of the Borough President as they implement the 
commitments outlined in their letter dated December 4, 2009. 

 
Boundary Fence & Railing Systems, Inc. must keep their property and plantings well 
maintained and in good repair on an ongoing basis. 
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City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On January 6, 2010 (Calendar No. 5), the City Planning Commission scheduled January 27, 2010 

for a public hearing on this application (C 100081 PPQ). The hearing was duly held on January 

27, 2010 (Calendar No. 15). There was one speaker in favor of the application. 

 

The speaker was a representative from EDC, who described Boundary Fence’s current 

operations and the importance of the land purchase to support the growth of this business. The 

representative stated that Boundary Fence submitted a development plan to EDC consistent with 

their agreement with Community Board 9 detailed in the letter dated December 4, 2009. EDC’s 

sales contract with Boundary Fence will require them to improve the property according to that 

development plan. 

 

There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed. 

 

CONSIDERATION 

The Commission believes that the disposition of one city-owned property located at 87-35 131st 

Street (Block 9339, Lot 34) is appropriate. 

 

The Commission notes that in response to concerns raised by the Community Board, Boundary 

Fence & Railing Systems, Inc., the intended purchaser of the lot, committed to make physical 

improvements to the streetscape of the property, which entail installing a new fence along 

Jamaica Avenue and 132nd Street that will be backed by a green trellis system planted by 

landscape professionals, planting and maintaining 9 trees along Jamaica Avenue and 3 trees 

along 132nd Street, beginning installation of the fence and trellis within six weeks after closing 

with EDC, and completing the project within six months. 

 

The Commission further notes that the disposition of this property will enable an existing 

business to remain in the community and expand, while making improvements to the property. 

The Commission acknowledges that Boundary Fence & Railing Systems, Inc. has operated at 

this location since 1984 and that this business is a viable manufacturer and an asset to the area’s 

light industrial vitality. The Commission also notes that the proposed disposition will augment 
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the City’s Industrial Business Zone policies and EDC’s efforts to improve the surrounding 

business district. 

 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York 

City Charter, that the disposition of one (1) city-owned property located at 87-35 131st Street, 

Block 9339, Lot 34, pursuant to zoning, in the Borough of Queens, Community District 9, 

proposed in an application by the Department of Citywide Administrative Services, dated August 

26, 2009, is approved. 

 

The above resolution (C 100081 PPQ), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on 

February 24, 2010 (Calendar No. 10), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, and 

the Borough President in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York 

City Charter. 

 
AMANDA M. BURDEN, FAICP, Chair 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., Vice Chairman 
ANGELA M. BATTAGLIA, RAYANN BESSER, IRWIN G. CANTOR, P.E., 
ALFRED C. CERULLO, III, BETTY Y. CHEN, MARIA M. DEL TORO, 
RICHARD W. EADDY, ANNA HAYES LEVIN, 
SHIRLEY A. MCRAE, KAREN A. PHILLIPS, Commissioners 
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