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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT THE FUNERAL OF FIREFIGHTER STEVEN POLLARD

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you, Monsignor Delendick for providing – presiding over this service. 

On behalf of a grieving city, we are all here to honor Firefighter Steven Pollard, and we are all here to say that we will stand forever with the Pollard family, this good family, this family of heroes who have given so much to our city. When you see a family so committed to serving their fellow man and woman, it moves us deeply.

I offer my heartfelt condolences to his father, retired Firefighter Ray Pollard Sr., to his mother Janet to his brother, Firefighter Ray Pollard Jr. and his wife, Nicole and to all Steven's aunts and uncles and cousins. This family has always been there for the people of New York City and we, the people in New York City, will always be there for them. This family is filled with love, filled with faith. At the wake yesterday, I saw photos of the family outings and the good times and the celebrations. I saw photos of a family filled with love, a close family. The family was there for each other, something we could all wish for in our lives, a family so strong. And when I look at this good family, I’m reminded of what it takes for people to make that choice to serve. It takes faith. It takes a love for your fellow human. It takes a sense that you're not alone, there's something greater. I just want to say we are blessed that this family is a part of this community. 

Please join me in applauding the Pollard family.

[Applause]

I want to offer my condolences to Steven's girlfriend Brianna. I want to offer my condolences to his second family, Ladder 170 and the entire family of the FDNY.  One thing we know is the FDNY feels such a deep bond one to the other and when one is lost every single member feels that loss personally.

I want to thank the Good Shepherd Church community for hosting us and a particular thanks to Bishop Neil Tiedemann. I want to invoke a powerful idea written centuries ago by the poet and priest, John Donne. He said, “No man is an island entire of itself; Every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.”

We know that Steven didn't see himself as an island. We know he was someone so proud to be a member of his family. We know he was so proud to be a member of the FDNY. We know he was a proud New Yorker. We know he was a proud and devoted Rangers fan in good times and bad. We know he saw himself as a part of something greater and we know he believed in service to others. On Sunday, what Steven Pollard saw was a fellow New Yorker, a fellow human being in a crumpled SUV out on the Belt Parkway. He did not hesitate. He saw someone in danger. He saw that someone needed help. He rushed forward and at that instant he gave his life. We now know that by chance, the man that Steven rushed to save was also a public servant, a corrections officer and by even greater chance. We have learned that Steven worked with him at JFK years ago. 

Another reminder of how small this town can be, another reminder that no one is an island that we're connected in so many ways. And even in this place so busy, so intense every moment of every day you see those small acts of kindness, one New Yorker for another, and then we see the extraordinary and selfless bravery of the FDNY. The men and women who put on a uniform and protect us and we know are always there for us. 

And every single New Yorker feels safe day and night because they know the FDNY is there. We also know painfully how much sacrifice over years, over a century and a half in fact has come with that duty – Steven, who is the 1,151st member of this proud department to give his life in service of others. We also know when feel this so sharply, this good young man so young, his life cut off far too short. But what is not lost his, his legacy. What is not lost is his example. What is not lost is the love he shared with so many others, that they will carry in our hearts forever. 

Let us resolve to try in every way we can to be as good as him. To live with that same love and commitment that Steven did. Let us resolve to always be there for the Pollard family. They are our family now, all of us. 

On behalf of 8.6 million New Yorkers, I offer my deepest condolences to this good family, to all the members of the FDNY. To all who knew and loved Steven, God bless you all.
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