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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 15, 2016
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958


 THIS WEEKEND: 2,000 NYC HOUSES OF WORSHOP, MORE THAN 40 CITIES JOIN FIRST LADY MCCRAY FOR 2nd ANNUAL WEEKEND OF FAITH FOR MENTAL HEALTH
 
Half a million New Yorkers will be reached as congregations spotlight addiction and treatment options, doubling the reach of last year’s event

City and elected representatives will fan out across city
  
NEW YORK— On May 18, 19, 20, and 21, New York City will hold the second annual Weekend of Faith for Mental Health. Two thousand congregations will devote services to the issue of substance use, reaching a half of a million New Yorkers over the course of the weekend – doubling the reach of last year’s event. For the first time, congregations in more than 40 cities nationwide will participate in the Weekend of Faith, including Houston, Philadelphia, and San José. The Weekend of Faith for Mental Health represents the nation’s largest effort to engage faith leaders in a single effort around mental health.

In New York City, First Lady Chirlane McCray, City Commissioners and elected representatives will visit congregations to reduce the stigma around substance use disorder and encourage people to seek treatment as part of ThriveNYC, New York City’s $850 million plan to improve mental health services and promote mental wellness. They will also encourage New Yorkers to take advantage of NYC Well, the free and confidential service that connects New Yorkers to mental health, crisis counseling and substance misuse services. NYC Well is available 24/7 in over 200 languages.  

As trusted leaders of their community, clergy have an important role to play in offering advice and encouraging members of their community to seek care. 


First Lady Chirlane McCray’s schedule

All services are open press except for the Rikers multi-faith service, which is invited press only. 

Thursday, May 18
1. 7 p.m. - Reformed Church of Huguenot Park, 5474 Amboy Road, Staten Island

Friday, May 19

1. 1:30 p.m. – Ibn Sina Community  Center, 46-1 20th Ave, Queens

Saturday, May 20

1. 10 a.m. – Hebrew Tabernacle, 551 Fort Washington Avenue, Manhattan (no filming allowed)
1. 11:30 a.m. – Mamre Seventh Day Adventist Church, 1623-27 Utica Ave, Brooklyn

Sunday, May 21

1. 10 a.m. – Rikers Multi-faith Service (invited press only)
1. 1 p.m. – Word of Life Church, 813 Westchester Avenue, Bronx

The following administration officials are also scheduled to address houses of worship:

1. Deputy Mayor Richard Buery
1. Nisha Agarwal, Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs Commissioner
1. Steve Banks, Human Resources Administration/Department of Social Services Commissioner 
1. Jill Bowen, Senior Advisor to Deputy Mayor Richard Buery
1. Donna Corrado, Department for the Aging Commissioner Department for the Aging Commissioner
1. Andrea Hagelgans, Senior Advisor to the Mayor
1. David Hansell, Administration for Children’s Services Commissioner 
1. Julie Menin, Mayor's Office Media and Entertainment Commissioner
1. Cecile Noel, Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence Commissioner
1. Lorelei Salas, Department of Consumer Affairs Commissioner 
1. Loree Sutton, Department of Veterans Services Commissioner
1. Pauline Toole, Department of Records and Information Services Commissioner 
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