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________________________________________________________________________
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Sanitation and the
Department of Citywide Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New 
York City Charter, for the acquisition of property located at 525 Johnson Avenue (Block 
2987, Lot 16) for continued use as a sanitation garage, Borough of Brooklyn, Community 
District 1.

This application (C 190211 PQK) was filed on November 27, 2018 by the Department of 

Sanitation (DSNY) and the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) to 

acquire a privately-owned property at 525 Johnson Avenue (Block 2987, Lot 16) for the 

continued use of the site as a DSNY garage, Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 

(CD) 1.

BACKGROUND 

DSNY and DCAS are seeking the acquisition of property located at 525 Johnson Avenue 

for continued use as the CD 3 garage to provide sanitation services to that adjoining CD.

This application for the continued use of the existing garage at 525 Johnson Avenue is 

considered in conjunction with a separate application (C 190212 PQK) for the acquisition 

of an associated parking lot at 145 Randolph Street.

DSNY has used the building at 525 Johnson Avenue as a sanitation garage since 1954 

and the associated parking lot at 145 Randolph Street since 1987, first serving as the CD 

4 sanitation garage, and from 2008, serving as the CD 3 sanitation garage. The building at 

525 Johnson Avenue and the parking lot at 145 Randolph Street support cleaning and 

collection services for adjoining CD 3 in Brooklyn.

                                                        
1  The report (C 190211 PQK) has been administratively corrected on May 17, 2019. The 
original report inadvertently omitted the phrase “is approved” from the 2nd paragraph of 
the resolution. 

Disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination.  Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up."
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In 2010 DSNY filed a ULURP application (C 100258 PQK) for the continued use of this 

site as the CD 3 sanitation garage. However, the application was withdrawn by DSNY 

due to objections raised by Community Board 1 over the delays in the relocation of the 

CD 3 sanitation garage from CD 1 to CD 3.  

DSNY has been working since the late 1990’s to acquire a site and build a new sanitation 

garage in CD 3.  In 2001, DSNY acquired a site at 60 Nostrand Avenue (C 000648 PCK),

in CD 3, for the future site of the CD 3 sanitation garage. The financial crisis of 2008 

caused significant shortfalls in the City’s resources and the CD 3 sanitation garage lost its 

funding along with other capital projects. In 2016, the City restored funding for the CD 3 

sanitation garage, and since then the site has been prepared for construction and the 

construction contracts have been awarded. The construction of the new garage is 

expected to begin this year and completed by 2022.  

The 525 Johnson Avenue site is 35,948 square feet in area and occupies the entire street 

front between Stewart and Randolph streets. The site is developed with a single-story 

brick building that houses employee support spaces, offices, repair functions, washing of 

trucks, and storage of weather sensitive sanitation equipment. The building is open 24 

hours a day, Monday through Saturday.

The CD 3 sanitation garage is staffed with 119 personnel who work three shifts.  The 

three work shifts are from 6:00 AM to 4:00 PM, 4:00 PM to 12:00 AM, and 12:00 AM to 

8:00 AM.  In the peak morning shift approximately 74 workers report for duty.

A total of 80 pieces of equipment are stored within the building at 525 Johnson Avenue 

and the parking lot at 145 Randolph Street. The equipment includes 38 collection trucks, 

four recycling dual bin trucks, 11 brooms, four spreaders, one haulster, five front end 

loaders, one wrecker, one fork lift, three passenger cars, one house truck, two pickup 

vans, and one transport van. The collection trucks and mechanical brooms are parked 

outside in the parking lot at 145 Randolph Street. During peak shift hours of 6:00 AM to 

2:00 PM, 35 trucks leave the facility for trash collection and street cleaning.  Flushing 

Avenue, a truck route, is used as the main access route from the site to CD 3.
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The 525 Johnson Avenue sanitation garage and the associated parking lot at 145 

Randolph Street are located within an M3-1 heavy manufacturing district. The 

surrounding area is developed with large food distributors, warehouses, private recycling 

centers, and municipal sanitation facilities, such as the Varick Street salt site and the 

Brooklyn CD 1 and CD 4 sanitation garages.  The area is located in the North Brooklyn 

Industrial Business Zone. The Department of City Planning has recently issued the North 

Brooklyn Industry and Innovation Plan, the goals of which are to retain certain sites for 

truck intensive industrial uses while allowing for growth of businesses near transit. 

The area is well served by the L train via Jefferson Street subway station and two bus 

lines, B57 and B60. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

This application (C 190211 PQK) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), and the SEQRA regulations set forth in 

Volume 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq. and 

the City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Rules of Procedure of 1991 and 

Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. This application was determined to be a Type II action, 

which requires no further environmental review.

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW

This application (C 190211 PQK) was certified as complete by the Department of City 

Planning on December 3, 2018 and was duly referred to Brooklyn Community Board 1 

and the Brooklyn Borough President in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City 

of New York, Section 2-02(b).

Community Board Public Hearing

Brooklyn Community Board 1 held a public hearing on this application (C 190211 PQK)

on January 8, 2019, and on that date, by a vote of 30 in favor, six opposed, and none 

abstaining, adopted a resolution recommending disapproval of the application. The 

Community Board’s resolution noted the following concerns:
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“The truck routes in CB # 1 are already seriously overloaded, especially Flushing 

Avenue corridor,

The DSNY trucks and vehicles for the BK3 Sanitation Garage would be traveling 

through CB#1 on this already overcrowded Flushing Avenue corridor,

The high truck volume has negative impacts on the community,

There is complete lack of good faith to relocate these operations to be within the 

confines of CB#3 proper,

There remains unresolved inequity in waste management for CB#1;

There are unrelenting burdens experienced by community [i.e. – Results of 

additional truck traffic adversely affecting the health and welfare of the 

community],

There is a lack of DSNY’s and DCAS’s timely realization of a “new” BK3 

facility specifically within that (Cb#3) district’s confines, “

Borough President Recommendation

This application (C 190212 PQK) was considered by the Brooklyn Borough President, 

who on February 20, 2019 issued a recommendation to approve the application with the 

following conditions:

1. “Seek to achieve timely completion of its Brooklyn Community District 3 (CD3) 

facility at 60 Nostrand Avenue, by adhering to the New York City Department of 

Design and Construction (DDC) strategy, thereby ensuring that the facility is 

operational by 2022

2. That as part of its Builders Pavement Plan:

a. Coordinate with New York City Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP), the New York Department of Parks and Recreation (NYC Parks), 

and the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) to construct 

rain gardens with the integration of street trees, in consultation with 

Brooklyn Community Board (CB 3) and local elected officials
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b. Coordinate with DEP and DOT, to construct curb extensions, and/where 

technically infeasible, coordinate with DOT to provide protected painted 

sidewalk extensions, with the understanding that both solutions be 

advanced subsequent to consultation with CB 3 and local elected 

officials.”

City Planning Commission Public Hearing

On February 27, 2019 (Calendar No.2), the Commission scheduled March 13, 2019 for a 

public hearing on this application (C 190211 PQK). The hearing was duly held on

March 13, 2019 (Calendar No. 33). Three speakers representing DSNY and one speaker 

representing DCAS testified in favor of the application and provided an overview of the 

facility, its operations and site conditions. They gave the Commission updates on the 

construction details and schedule of the new CD 3 sanitation garage in CD 3. They also 

testified that after the relocation of this garage to CD 3 they will not reuse this site. A

representative of DCAS spoke about the length of the lease.

There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed.

CONSIDERATION

The Commission believes that the acquisition of the privately-owned building located at 

525 Johnson Avenue (Block 2987, Lot 16), in CD 1 Brooklyn, for continued use as part 

of the CD 3 sanitation garage is appropriate. 

DSNY has used this facility since 1954.  The building is in an M3-1 zoning district that 

permits the current use. The Commission believes that the use is compatible with the 

surrounding area, which is characterized by a mix of industrial and commercial uses, 

including other public and private waste management businesses. 

The Commission notes that the continued use of this site would allow DSNY to continue 

to provide sanitation services to CD 3 until its new facility at 60 Nostrand Avenue in CD 
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3 is completed by 2022. The Commission further notes that DSNY, in its testimony to the 

Commission, stated that after the relocation of the CD 3 garage to CD 3, DSNY will not 

reuse this site.

Regarding Community Board 1 recommendations, DSNY stated in its public testimony 

that the CD 3 sanitation garage would be relocated to its new location in CD 3. The 

relocation of the CD 3 garage will reduce the truck traffic along Flushing Avenue caused 

by the DSNY facility.

Regarding the Borough President’s recommendation, the Commission notes that the 

representatives of DSNY stated that they have reached out to the NYC Department of 

Transportation (DOT) and were informed by them that Warsoff Place is only 23.5 feet 

wide and should not be narrowed further with painted curb extensions. However, DSNY 

will continue to consult DOT, the NYC Department of Environmental Protection, the 

Department of Parks and Recreation, and local elected officials to implement as many 

recommendations as feasible given the site conditions.  

RESOLUTION

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action described herein 

will have no significant impact on the quality of the environment; and be it further

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New

York City Charter, that this application submitted by the Department of Sanitation and 

the Department of Citywide Administrative Services for the acquisition of property 

located at 525 Johnson Avenue (Block 2987, Lot 16) for the continued use of property as 

a sanitation garage, is approved.

The above resolution (C 190211PQK), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission 

on April 10, 2019 (Calendar No. 6) is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, 

and the Borough President in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the 

New York City Charter.
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MARISA LAGO, Chair

KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., Vice Chairman
DAVID BURNEY, ALLEN P. CAPELLI, Esq., ALFRED C. CERULLO, III, 
MICHELLE de la UZ, JOSEPH DOUEK, RICHARD W. EADDY,
HOPE KNIGHT, ANNA HAYES LEVIN, ORLANDO MARIN,
LARISA ORTIZ, RAJ RAMPERSHAD, Commissioners


























