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TRANSCRIPT FROM SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2023: MAYOR ADAMS CALLS IN LIVE TO WBLS 107.5 FM’S “OPEN LINE”
 
Dahved Levy: Yeah. Yeah. Caribbean Fever 107.5 WBLS. Dahved Levy rocking you. We are honored and we are blessed to have the mayor of New York on. Mayor Eric Adams, are you there, sir?
 
Mayor Eric Adams: Yes sir, I am brother. Listen, I'm honored to be on Caribbean Fever—
 
Levy: Sir, you sound a little tired today. Are you there? Maybe the connection. Maybe it made a bad connection. Let's see. Let's see, he's coming back. Yes sir, are you there?
 
Mayor Adams: Yes sir. We had lost you.
 
Levy: Okay sir, how are you doing? How are doing, sir?
 
Mayor Adams: I'm doing well, very well. People said and they say that being the mayor of the City of New York is the second most difficult job in politics in America. And I keep saying over and over again, when does the hard part start? Because you just wake up and you do the best you can and you enjoy helping people as they deal with the crises they're facing every day. And that's what I believe in. I did it as a police officer, as a state senator, as the first Black borough president. I'm just going to continue to do what I've always done.
 
Levy: Well, sir, we're getting a little feedback in your phone. I don't know if you got me on speakerphone because I wanted people to hear what the mayor has to say.
 
Mayor Adams: Yeah, yeah. All right, I am just moving around. There's a building collapsed in the Bronx.
 
Levy: Okay, now I got you good, now I got you good. Sir, so if I said that you sounded a little tired, what would you say? You sound like... As I said sir, you sound a little tired. Are you're up a little bit too late on Sunday night? That is a non-statement, right sir?
 
Mayor Adams: That's right. You get tired when the show is over. Let me tell you something. I'm not picking cotton from sunup to sundown. I'm not in the fields. Our people know what tired is. Tell a person that's working three, four jobs to provide for their family that you're tired. So, tired is not a place to be when New Yorkers are working as hard as they can to make ends meet. The mayor needs to outwork every other New Yorker.
 
Levy: Okay sir, let's get into New York. It seems like lithium-ion batteries used to power the electric bikes had caught... Sir, we can hear all the people in the background.
 
Mayor Adams: Yeah, I'm en route to the Bronx and we had a building collapse, so that's some of the noise.
 
Levy: Oh, okay. That's some of the... Okay, sir. So once again, lithium-ion batteries used to power the electric bikes are causing fires to burn houses down to the ground and have killed individuals. What is your plan to stop these e-bike batteries from causing so much damage?
 
Mayor Adams: Well, we're doing a combination of things. And you're right, this was brought to my attention by the FDNY commissioner. She showed me a video, Dahved, that really shocked me. When these batteries explode, the fire to put them out is extremely difficult. It is not an easy task at all. And it's more than just the fire. Many of these batteries can't be put out by water right away. And so what we are doing, we're doing a series of things. Number one, we're doing an educational campaign because people normally bring in their batteries and they park their bikes right by their exit way.
 
It is blocking the exit. That's what's caused some of the deaths you're seeing. And then we have a more or less illegal battery that's on the market. So we want to make sure that people are purchasing the right authorized bike batteries, and we want to do an exchange program so people who have illegal batteries, they can get the legal ones at the same time. So the goal is to do it through legislation to make sure we outlaw these batteries, do real enforcement, so you don't have a large number of batteries being charged in a particular location. And then make sure we educate the public.
 
Levy: Let me add something to it. So e-bikes, kit boards, and scooters now are being used for transportation, deliveries, and leisure. How do you protect the New Yorkers that are walking on the side of the sidewalk and got to be dodging and weaving because bikes are coming at them at fast speeds. And do you see bikes getting insurance, or the batteries and the bikes getting insurance together?
 
Mayor Adams: Dahved, we are living in a entirely new environment when it comes down to our streets. You have a large usage of bikes, you have a large usage of scooters, a large usage of mopeds, delivery, electric bikes. And so our conversation is about how do we look and sit down and figure out the reconfiguration of using our streets? It used to be you were just looking out for automobiles. But that has changed, and that is what the commissioner of DOT is doing, Ydanis Rodriguez. We're looking at how do we safely allow people to walk the streets, and if it comes down to different ways of registrations and items like that, we're open to do so. But the streets must be safe to everyone that's using them.
 
Levy: While we're on the streets and were talking about sidewalks, whatever happened to your rat czar? Did you hire the rat czar? And how is the war on rats finally doing?
 
Mayor Adams: Many people don't know, but I hate rats. That's one of the number one—
 
Levy: Ah sir, are you there? Okay, He's traveling, so... Okay, here he is again. Here he is again. Okay sir, go ahead. Sir, go ahead. You're on.
 
Mayor Adams: Yes. Yeah, I'm sorry about that. I think the weather is really impacting cell service. But that's one of the number one things I hear about the issues around rats and we wanted to hire the rat czar and the role of the rat czar is to focus on coordinating all of the entities that are dealing with the rodent issue. We have several agencies, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Department of Sanitation, Department of Parks and other entities that are focused on dealing with the rodents but they're not coordinated. And we wanted to have one person that is going to coordinate the entire operation.
 
In addition to that, while we were looking for the rat czar, we put in place a global research and search for other methods that are being used. Some of those products are being tested now. We'll know the outcome in the next week or so and we are going to implement the ones that are successful, because rodents are more than passing diseases and are just extremely dangerous, but it also impacts the mental state of New Yorkers. You have a rodent come out of your closet or a rodent that is gnawing on your child that's sleeping in the crib, it impacts your quality of life. And our focus is really to alleviate, if not eradicate the rodent issue we see in the city.
 
Levy: Sir, we heard this week that a very popular store Bed Bath & Beyond filed for bankruptcy. When a big company like this sends a lot of people home, how does it really affect New York, and are there going to be any initiatives by the city to bring mortar stores to be competitive now with online stores?
 
Mayor Adams: This is very important and I'm glad you raised it because when you hear me talk about the crackdown on retail theft, this is what I'm talking about. Now, it is not to say that Bed Bath & Beyond is closing because of retail theft, but retail theft is generating a lot of problems for my small retailers. And inside our retail shops we have students, people who raise children, who are primary breadwinners, they're employed in these shops. And so when shoplifting takes place, you are actually endangering the jobs of individuals who are working there. And we are seeing across the country the issue around retail theft, people walking in, stealing large supplies, and they're just a small number of people who are actually doing that. But in the area of Bed Bath & Beyond, there's also a combination of things. Many people are now shopping online, many of the retail stores like Bed Bath & Beyond are not getting the individuals walking through the doors doing their shopping.
 
And so our goal is to really incentivize people to go back into the stores in their communities because it hires locally and it recycles the dollars right in the city or in your community. This is a real issue. My small business service commissioner, my deputy mayor is looking at this to see how do we continue to incentivize people to shop in the brick and mortar stores. And that is important to us. When we look at dealing with illegal vending, we deal with retail theft, all of these are combined things that get in the way of how do you keep the brick and mortar stores open.
 
Levy: Sir, let's talk gas stations. No, let's talk electric stations. When do you think the average electric car would be able to pull into a station and get charged up? And if that's the case, would the individuals be allowed to have charging stations at their homes? And if this happens, will it have to be a regulatory situation?
 
Mayor Adams: Well, EV is here. Electric vehicles are here. And what we must do is, number one, make sure that we build out a pipeline of employment for electric vehicles. That means installation, repairing the charger stations, selling the product, ensuring women and minority owned businesses are part of the economics that come with it.
 
We have a project called Bloc Power where we are training justice-involved young people to be part of the entire industry so they can be employed in this industry. So electric vehicles are going to be part of the norm, it’s going to build out. But we also must make sure that we have enough electric charging stations so people can go from location to location to charge their vehicle. And you are going to see the more and more we use it, the more and more it's going to become faster to charge your vehicle as we continue to build it out.
 
Our goal is to continue to have locations in parking garages near supermarkets like Whole Foods in the Sunset Park area and other places like that where individuals can come in and be really enthused about having an electric vehicle. And the plan, our plan, as we look into PlaNYC, it is really built into how do we continue to expand using electric vehicles and other ways to improve our environment.
 
Levy: Sir, New York City is celebrating 50 years of hip hop. Can you remember the first time hearing a hip hop record? Who was the artist or group, and was it embraced by your parents, or they said, "Boy, turn off that noise."
 
Mayor Adams: What's interesting when people think about hip hop, you think about many of the types of music that Black and brown people created. You remember how they used to treat jazz? Jazz used to be illegal music. Miles Davis, Coltrane and others used to be almost demonized because of the sounds. And even blues of B.B. King and others. When you heard the blues, it was almost illegal in some areas. And that's how hip hop... Who would've thought that now hip hop would be part of movie scores where people are listening to hip hop. You hear it at NFL games, NBA games, you hear it all the time. And the first song I remember was by Sugarhill Gang.
 
Levy: [Sings.]
 
Mayor Adams: That was the first one and it took... When you think about folks like Run D.M.C., when you think about some of the early giants, KRS-One and others, it really says a lot. And that generation should be proud of themselves. They created a sound that has now really dominated music in the country. My son just dropped his first album a few weeks ago. He goes by the stage name of Jayoo and I'm really proud of him that after graduating from American University, he used the skill to pursue his dream of music. And I think that hip hop is going to come a long way. As Biggie said, "Who would've thought hip hop would've taken us this far?"
 
Levy: Right. So sir, one day you and your son got to come to the radio station and you got to play live and I want you to be there watching him and making him nervous like, "Hey, we got two point something, five million people listening. You got your father who is the mayor of New York right here beside you. Look, you got a lot of pressure." Okay sir, give me your five top hip hop artists?
 
Mayor Adams: Definitely KRS-One is real. A favorite one, Maino—
 
Levy: Maino, Maino.
 
Mayor Adams: Is another... I like the sound of Ja Rule.
 
Levy: Ja Rule! Wow.
 
Mayor Adams: Nice [inaudible] sound to him.
 
Levy: So, hold on, hold on. So far we got Ja Rule, we got Ja Rule, we got Maino, and we got who else? KRS-One, KRS-One.
 
Mayor Adams: Right.
 
Levy: So you got two more.
 
Mayor Adams: One that many people have forgotten about but he's still doing his thing, my brother Kurtis Blow, I saw him the other day, he's doing his thing. And then I got to round it out with Jayoo, my son. I won't be able to go home if I don't mention him.
 
Levy: Oh, man. Sir, the promotional side of politics hasn't left you. It is still there.
 
Mayor Adams: Can't go away brother.
 
Levy: Sir, before you go mayor, crime is still a number one concern for New Yorkers, but it seems like teenagers are getting out of hand. Everyone is saying the teenagers get away with so many things. I remember when those teenagers had done some stuff on the train and they called their mother and father came, they were released to their parents. So a lot of people feel that if you are a teen that you'll get away with stuff than if you're an adult. So it seems like the teens are getting out of hand. How do you respond when people say that?
 
Mayor Adams: Well, you with your Caribbean roots and my southern roots, we came from a different time and a different way of raising children. Our grandmas and our moms and our dads set down, lay down the law. And I always talk about this tribe in Africa called the Maasai Tribe. And they use the term when they greet each other, they say "How are the children?" And based on that answer, it determines how your society is. And if we are honest with ourselves, if we ask the question, how are the children, we have to say they're not doing well. Suicide rates are increasing among children, their thoughts of suicide is increasing. We're allowing our children on their way to school to stop and buy cannabis. And fentanyl is through the roof. Drug overdose you're seeing. We're seeing social media is teaching our children how to steal cars and do other dangerous things to themselves.
 
And so the question is not so much what our children are doing, the question is what are we doing as adults? Are we doing the things our parents did for us, that we are laying down the law, are we trying to be buddies to our children instead of being parents to our children? I used to think my middle name with my son was, “I hate you dad,” because I was very clear and strict. Now he says, "I love you dad," because he understands the things I was doing, it was preparing him for his future. And so we need to really reexamine what type of world we've created for our children. Too much violence, young people are carbon Highways of Death with nine-millimeter bullets and they don't see a future. My role as the mayor is to show them that there is a future and I'm going to give them my damn best to make sure that we can have a society where we are not only locking up children, but we can give them an opportunity to succeed.
 
Levy: Sir, on that note, they're saying that vehicular theft is up and it's highest in the Bronx, but I get to understand that your administration has given out AirTags. Can you tell us what's going on with the AirTags? And I hear that you have 500 AirTags to give to New Yorkers. Is that a fact?
 
Mayor Adams: Yes. We partnered with the Association for a Better New York to show people how easy it is to use an AirTag. You could imagine you spend $30,000, $40,000, $50,000 on a car or even if you buy a used car, that is one of your greatest investments, your home and your car. You use it for many different reasons. A simple $29 AirTag, you place it in your car, you could hide it anywhere you want. If someone steals your car and it notifies you if the car is moving and when that notification takes place, you could immediately notify the police and they could track that vehicle and they could find the person that illegally removed your vehicle. But what people don't understand, the GLAs, the grand larceny auto, that is when someone steals a car, that is driving the increase in crime. We have successfully brought down homicides, brought down shooters, brought down some of the other major crimes, but the grand larcenies are what's driving our crimes, grand larceny automobile.
 
These AirTags can empower everyday citizens not to feel hopeless but to be hopeful. And we can read those who are carrying out these thefts of cars. And these same guys, Dahved, they are using the cars for robberies, other larcenies. Many of them are putting illegal plates on the cars and carry out a robbery, four or five different robberies, different people. And they are really harming innocent people on our roads with some of the driving and the reckless driving. We drive down to grand larceny auto theft, we're moving in the direction that we want to, that's why we giving out these 500 AirTags to incentivize people you invest in your car, drop an AirTag in it and we can find a person who removed or stole your car.
 
Levy: Does it require an app on your phone, on your cell phone?
 
Mayor Adams: Yes. It's a simple app, very easy to do. Both Samsung and Apple, they both have their own version of an AirTag. And if you parked your car, once someone moves it, it'll ping you and you can just look at it, notify the police, and the police will be able to track that vehicle. And it's a really easy device. You can see the vehicle driving down Bethel Avenue, and you can find that person who stole your vehicle within minutes of it being stolen.
 
Levy: Mayor Adams, I thank you very much for your time. I do appreciate it. I give you the last word, sir.
 
Mayor Adams: Thank you brother, really appreciate you, man. When I was 13 points behind in the poll, your advice and your friendship assisted us. This radio station is made up of solid listeners who really believe in small business, believe in families, and most importantly believe in public safety. This is my audience. We are aligned and making this city what we know it could be. So I thank you. Always good to be on with you.
 
Levy: Thank you very much, sir. Thank you very much. And don't forget, sir, when you get your son together, we going to come to the station, you and your son, and let your son perform and play. Let's see if he's good.
 
Mayor Adams: Yeah, listen, rocking you brother, rocking you.
 
Levy: Thank you very much, mayor. Caribbean Fever 107.5 WBLS. Dahved Levy. You heard it, we got all the stars, all the people here. Number one Caribbean show in the world. Caribbean Fever 107.5 WBLS.
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