
 

CAPTION CONTEST

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, COIB! SOLUTION 

M: DVD box set from a group of subordinates 

 Supervisors can’t accept gifts worth more than $10 from their subordinates (even group gifts) because 

of the official power they have over those subordinates 

I: Free paper delivery for providing a reporter with requested documents 

 Gratuities (any good, service, or favor offered just for doing one’s City job) are prohibited, in any 

amount 

S:  Gold watch from a distant acquaintance who now works for a City vendor 

 A gift worth $50 or more from a City vendor (the social exception wouldn’t apply to such an extrava-

gant gift from a long-lost “friend” who’s clearly angling for favors) 

U: $40 gift card from a member of the public who’s a fan of COIB Twitter 

 Another gratuity (see above) 

S:  Rare fountain pen from a prospective City vendor 

 The $50 rule also covers gifts from those seeking to do business with the City 
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E:  Cash to cover lunch (plus a birthday cake!) from a vendor over whose contract Marvin has oversight 

 Certainly more than $50 (if the cake is any good); likely also a Misuse of Position to accept, given the 

fact that Marvin has oversight over this vendor’s City business 

C:  Tickets to a Broadway show from Marvin’s grandfather Timon 

 Marvin can accept a birthday gift from his grandfather, even though Timon happens to work for The 

Broadway League (a City vendor), so long as the gift is appropriate to the occasion and not because of, 

or liable to affect, Marvin’s City duties — even in appearance 

A:  Swag pens, calendar, and water bottle from a COIB vendor 

 Promotional swag has little or no market value and is okay to accept 

T: Expensive briefcase from Marvin’s supervisor 

 City workers may accept gifts from a supervisor (or non-subordinate co-worker) in any amount 
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