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Spotlight on: World’s Fair 1964-1965

By Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

The New York City World’s Fair opened on April 22, 1964, and ran until October 18. The
1965 term extended from April 21 to October 17. It took place 25 years after the 1939
World’s Fair at the same Flushing Meadow Park location. The year 1964 was chosen to
commemorate the 300th anniversary of New Amsterdam becoming New York. Mayor
Robert Wagner appointed Robert Moses as the chairman of the World’'s Fair Corporation.
Moses, of course, had a great deal of experience in managing public works projects and
had overseen the construction of Flushing Meadow Park in the 1930’s.

From science and technology to art and culture, the World’s Fair featured many exhibits,
pavilions, rides, product demonstrations and more. There seemed to be something for
everyone who attended.

Here are some proposed designs for pavilions and structures from the New York World’s
Fair 1964-1965 Progress Report no. 7, dated January 24, 1963.
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The New York World’s Fair Corporation partnered with the New York Convention
and Visitors Bureau to establish a World’s Fair Housing Bureau. The Housing
Bureau worked with hotel and motel owners, travel agents, government
representatives and others to help visitors to the Fair find accommodations.

Here is an excerpt from a listing of Manhattan hotels.

STATE OF NEW YORK

New York City
Borough: Manhattan
Address 160 Central Park 45W. Blst St 237 Madison Ave. 24 5th Ave. 224 W. 49th St dst &
NewYork24,N.Y. | NewYork1,N.Y. | NewYorkit,N.Y. | NewYorkis,N.Y. | Lexington Ave.
New York 19, N. Y. New York 10, N
Telephone Area Code & Number | 212 C17-0300 212 EN 2:9200 212 MU 6-0300 212 GR 3-6400 212 Cl 65252 212 GR 51920
Map Location 7 HS 39 Gz He
NAME | Essex House Excelsior Hotel Executive Hotel Fifth Avenue Forrest Hotel George
Hotel Washington
Hotel
Number of Transient Rooms | 671 300 150 25 80 40
Per Cent of Rooms Air Conditioned | 90% 0% 100% 5% 100% 0%
DAILY RATES
ROOMS~WITHOUT PRIVATE BATH
single~one person | none none none none none none
full size bed~ two persons | none none none none none none
twin beds—two persons | none none none none none none
ROOMS—WITH PRIVATE BATH
single-one person | 16.00t0 28.00 7.00109.00 1250101550 10.00t0 14.00 80010 10.00 700101000
full size bed~ two persons | 20.00t028.00 90010 11.00 1650 10 17.50 16.0010 19.00 11.001014.00 11.5010 15,00
twin beds—two persons | 20.001028.00 9,000 11.00 17.5010 19.50 15,0010 19.00 120010 15.00 1250101600
SUITES-PARLOR -+ BEDROOM(S)
one bedroom | 30.00 to €0.00 14,0010 18.00 21,500 28.00 25.001035.00 20.00 10 24.00 2500
two bedrooms | 55.00 10 90.00 21,0010 27.00 40.001060.00 45.00 3400
HOUSEKEEPING SUITES
parlor and one bedroom | 30.00 t0 60.00 140010 18.00 21.50t030.00 25.001035.00 none none
parlor and two bedrooms. | 55.00 to 90.00 21.001027.00 e 45.00 none none
PORTABLE BED for extra person
in double bedroom or suite | 4.00 200 300 30 200 250
RATES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
Net Group (noncommissionable) | no yes yes yos yes. yes
American/Modified American Plans | no yos no yes no yes.
PARKING—24 HOURS
garage | 3.50incl. pick 200 + 80 pick 275+ 75 pick 250 300 250 incl. pick
up & delv. up & 50 delv. up & .75 delv. up & delv.
ifabl 150 & up not available not available
TRAVEL TO FAIR
Public Transportation | seerev. areatmap | seerev.areatmap | seerev.areaimap | scorev.areatmap | seerev. areatmap | seerev. areatmap
Auto mileage and time | seerev.areatmap | seorev.areaimap | sesrev.areatmap | seerev.areaimap | seerev.areatmap | see rev. area1map
SERVICES
Foreign Languages Spoken | Fr. Ger. Gr. It. Sp. Fr. Ger. It. Sp. none Fr. Sp.
TV. | yes ves yes yes
Beauty Parlor | yes yos no yes
valet | yes yes yes yes
Drug Store | yes no no yes
Barber Shop | yes yes yes yos.
Other Facilities




The Fair in 1965 was a progress report on exhibits, buildings, transportation, and
finance.

Here is a page from the Industrial section about what companies were doing:

From Science at the Fair, chemistry exhibits at the Du Pont Pavilion:









Municipal Reference Library Notes Museum of
the City of New York

By Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

The April 23, 1924, issue of Municipal Reference Library Notes features a short article on
the establishment of the Museum of the City of New York. The State Legislature
authorized the Parks Department Commissioner for the Borough of Manhattan to lease
Gracie Mansion upon approval by the Board of Estimate.

The original museum was located in Gracie Mansion but the space was limited. The City
donated the present site on Fifth Avenue and 103rd Street and a competition was held to
determine who would design the building. Joseph H. Freedlander was the winning
architect.

The Museum of the City of New York continues to feature artwork, furniture, costumes,
books and manuscripts, antique toys and other collections. All of these collections have a
New York City historical theme. The ongoing exhibit, New York at Its Core, traces the
history of the City from the 1600s to the present.

Here is the article:






Radio Row and the Fight for Lower Manhattan

By Michael Lorenzini, Operations Manager

It has been said that nobody loved the Twin Towers until they were gone, and that is
certainly true of the residents and business owners of the Manhattan neighborhood known
as Radio Row. One of many such “Radio Rows” in cities throughout America, New York
City’s was the largest and one of the oldest. It was roughly bounded by Dey Street to the
north, Liberty to the south, between West and Church Streets. The heart of it was
Cortlandt and Greenwich Streets, but another concentration of shops lined Dey Street
(also known as Telegram Square for the Western Union Building at the corner of
Broadway and Dey). At its peak over 400 merchants sold radios, televisions, and
associated parts in this area.

It was a successful business district, even if a bit unsightly, but by the 1960s Lower
Manhattan was slated for a dramatic change. The waterfront businesses essential to a
port city were no longer needed, as a new era of trucking and the introduction of the cargo
container took hold. In addition, airplane travel reduced the number of passenger ships
coming into the Manhattan docks. The site became appealing to business interests led by
David Rockefeller as a location for their proposed World Trade Center.

The radio merchants and other civic groups fought back, but in 1966 demolition of the
Radio Row neighborhood commenced.

To learn more about Radio Row and the fight for lower Manhattan:

https://www.archives.nyc/bloq/2024/1/5/radio-row-and-the-fight-for-lower-manhattan



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.newsletters.nyc.gov%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.tGLHQqg-2FZYCpWze4VJ1TPt3yNKm2MVxM7A1AitxH4o1JyOrLsTzEAWkQJ-2FZ5Pc9l9QENQZ4c-2FFoDvJp7EyprmvlJm5ExJYFQchGrQriMgQPeYAzAEoc29JaOjUBQt-2Fex3bmD_8ZeIsTvONRQKX-2FvC023lH1tV1eN6-2Btm8NfgOCqagJHDVJsM-2F3K-2BYcMpTWiOSoTYHXf44vOHZYXPYL-2Fe69V6w0f1EhAFTfcWl282XoxYPooZ0SwQeFLpepz4IYc-2B3XbvD-2BrTOq2AWh4YRW6gjHeGYAMR0Dl7lDfC60fxLZDm0mT2W5ymQ0qD7ufA95qq3ZKof-2FjXnwnK7AnYlp56fDGDuJ8JoSvDeoStaYtRcLlnjfgkNhLvkeHsgBeRDhO3h-2BTPVxXOE38T2sOV89ZZYbP4tLMA04TjAqCyQVvDGmtiPetA2PCs8-2Fwjwh8xmyYC9C0pC0tFldHvitHQsEB6ALhjgH2YA-2FXUwkvAVKx-2FhqIuzpxkd0eGeepflJn68bsuHNVKO8g7-2BotYwiFquS3NtUj-2F-2BT1Yzf84MV8kUTThff41vYei9i6D8QONOSVNGp4nuN49aj4sLxHnKA-2F8huq1hSsbDBsRzFqYvrb5Z6yPzdnvnppB2SbfQfC-2BCHTynT6mFT5ft&data=05%7C02%7CHChoudhury%40records.nyc.gov%7C7e25180c089a480f9ab108dcbbb9a694%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638591653243719766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IsB8MRcvu%2B1Te2vK7yo%2BIT5h093QtmwItjS04G8HpPI%3D&reserved=0
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