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THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY CF

NEW

STA

Tv

YORK.
——
FED MEETING

1esday, September 30, 1903, one o'clock p. m.

The Board met in the Aldermanic Chamber, City Hall

In the absence of the President

James H. Mclnnes,

Frank Gass,

, the Vice-Chairman took the chair.

Isaac Marks,

Vice-Chairman ; Andrew M. Gillen, Armitage Mathews,
Charles Alt, John D. Gilhes, James Cowden Meyers,
Thomas F. Baldwin, John L. Goldwater, Nicholas Nehrbauer,

fohn H. Behrmann,

Elias Goodman,

Joseph Oatman,

Frank Bennett, John J. Haggerty, James Owens,

Joseph A. Bill, Leopold W. Harburger, Herbert Parsons,
Frederick Brenner, Philip Harnischieger Max J. Porges,

John ]. Bridges, Patrick Higgins, Frederick Richter,
Patrick Chambers, Peter Holler, John A. Schappert,
John V. 3 David M. Holmes, Ernest A. Seebeck, Jr.,

Charles W. in,

William I, James,

Cornelius A. Shea,

James J. Devlin, Samuel H. Jones, David S. Stewart,
William Dickinson, Patrick S. Keely, Timothy P. Sullivan,
John Diemer, Francis P. Kenney, Noah Tebbetts,

John J. Dietz,
John H. Donohue,
Reginald S. Doull,
Frank L. Dowling,
Robert F. Downing,
John L. Florence,
James E. Gaffney,

Patrick
Joseph

John C. Klett,
Jacob Leitner,
Frederick Lundy,
John E. McCarthy,
Thomas F. McCaul,

John J. Twomey,
Moses J. Wafer,
Webster R. Walkley,
Franklin B. Ware,
William Wentz,
William J. Whitaker,
Henry Willett,

H. Malone,
H. Maloy,

George Cromwell, President Borough of Richmond.

Joseph Cassidy, Pr

esident Borough of Queens.

Louis F. Haffen, President Borough of The Bronx.
Jacob A. Cantor, President Borough of Manhattan.
The Clerk proceeded to read the minutes of the stated meeting of September

8, 1903

On motion of Alderman Bennett further reading was dispensed with, and the

minutes were approved as read.

MESSAGES FROM HIS HONOR THE MAYOR.
The Vice-Chairman laid before the Board the following message from his Honor

the Mayor:

P. J. SCULLY, Esq., City Clerk:
Dear Sir—The

Argus, relatin

through The

mittee of the Board of Aldermen.
Yours very truly,

No. 2490.
City of New York, Office of the Mayor,
September 24, 1903.

WILLIAM J. MORAN, Assistant Secretary.

Vernon, N. Y.,
September 22, 1903.

Mt.

To Hon. SETH LOW, Mayor, City Hall, New York:
On behalf of the residents of the City of Mt. Vernon, the Town of Pelham and

—-

R ayor directs me to transmit for the consideration of the Board
< of Aldermen the enclosed telegraphic communication from the Mount Vernon Daily
to the application of the Port Chester Railroad for right of way

ronx, which I believe is now being considered by the Railroad Com-

he towns and villages on the New Haven Railroad in Westchester County, in

which places we circulate, we urgently urge you to use your influence to speedily

2

ure

r::lvitaliawovum:etom.
Which was referred to the
The Vice-Chairman laid

'

for the Port Chester Railroad a right of way through The

Bronx.

te local governments our material interests

e e "
" 5 i ] 2

While our people are r
closely connected with those of City of New York. The building of this road

THE MOUNT VERNON DAILY ARGUS.
Committee on Railroads.
Hwetkludtbobﬂoﬁthouhicﬂoqot

NuMBRr

0,245.

No. 2491.
City of New York—Office of the Mayor,
New York, September 22, 1903.
The Honorable the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter received by me from Mr. Henry
Scherp, Secretary of the New Rochelle Board.of Trade, transmitting resolutions
adopted by the Board in reference to the New York and Port Chester Railroad.

Respectiully,
SETH LOW, Mayor.

New Rochelle Board of Trade,
New Rochelle, N. Y., September 16, 1903.
Hon. SETH LOW, Mayor, City of New York, City Hall, N. Y.:

Honorable Sir—I have the hcnor to transmit to you herewith, as per instruc-
tions of the Board of Trade of the City of New Rochelle, a copy oi the resolutions
unanimously adopted by the Board of Trade at a recent meeting of the said Board.

Respectfully,
HENRY SCHERP, Secretary

New Rochelle Board of Trade,
New Rochelle, N. Y., September 16, 1903.

Whereas, The New York and Port Chester Railroad has obtained, in addition to its
charter from the Board of Railroad Commissioners of the State of New York, the assent
of the Common Couiicils of the cities of New Rochelle and Mount Vernon for the cross-
ing of such public highways, in those cities, which will be crossed by the line of its road,
and has in addition obtained from the Supreme Court, at a Special Term thereof, at
White Plains, the order of said Supreme Court permitting 1t to cross any and all of the
public highways in Westchester County, outside of the cities of New Rochelle and Mount
Vernon, which will be crossed by the line of its road; and

Whereas, The said New York and Port Chester Railroad Company had complied
with all the legal conditions precedent, and has had its charter sustained by a decision
of the Court ot Appeals of the State of New York last June; and

Whereas, The said New York and Port Chester Railroad Company is now waiting
for the formal assent of the Board of Aldermen ot The City of New York, giving the
said New York and Port Chester Railroad Company the right to cross over or under
such public highways in the Borough of The Bronx, in The City of New York, as wiil
be crossed by the line of its road; and

Whereas, The construction and placing in operation of the said New York and Port
Chester Railroad is desired and prayed for by the residents of the Borough of The Bronx
and Westchester County, on account of the fact that the construction and placing in
yperation of the said New York and Port Chester Railroad will be the most important
event fram the point of view of political transportation economics that has ever oc-
curred in the Borough of The Bronx and Westchester County ; and

Whereas, The petition and ordinance of the said New York and Port Chester Rail
road Company was introduced into said Board of Aldermen on the sth of May,
1903, and immediately referred to the Railroad Committee of the said Board of Alder

men ; and

Whereas, Neither the said Railroad Committee nor the Board of Aldermen as a body
have acted upon the said matter as yet; now therefore be it :

Resolved, That the Board of Trade of the City of N Rochelle does hereby pe
tition the Honorable Mayor and the Honorable Board of Aldermen of The City of New
York to at once grant to the said New York and Port Chester Railroad Company the
required assent of the Honorable Board of Aldermen and Mayor of The City of New
York, as has been done by the Supreme Court and by the cities of New Rochelle and
Mount Vernon; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to the Honorable Mayor
of The City of New York.

State of New York, County of Westchester, ss.:

Henry Scherp, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he resides in the City of
New Rochelle, New York ; that he is the secretary of the New Rochelle Board of Trade;
that he has compared the annexed copy of preamble and resolutions with the original
thereof now in his custody as such secretary, and that the a true copy of the
same and the whole thereof ; that said preamble and resolutions were duly unanimously
adopted by the said New Rochelle Board of Trade at a meeting held Septegiber 8, 1903. -
Sworn to before me this 16th day of September, 1903 4

same 1

‘ HENRY SCHERP.
H_ E. COLWELL, Notary Public, Westchester County, New York
Which was referred to the Committee on Railroads

The Vice-Chairman laid before the Board the following message from his Honor

the Mayor:

No 2402.
City of New York—Office of the Mayor
The Honorable the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York
~ The regrettable difference of opinion between the Board gf Estimate and Appor-
tionment and the Board of Aldermen with reference to g-l;mw‘fnr the construction of
the Manhattan Bridge threatens an unfortunate delay in the completion of this im
portant public work unless a method of procedure can be devised which will be mutually
acceptable. )

The original design for this bridge was for a cable suspension bridge with four
cables and four stiffening trusses. When the responsibility for the work of this Depart
ment was committed to this adminisiration these plans had not been completed. The
general character of the work only had been outlined. No specifications nor contract
drawings for the superstructure had been prepared ; neither had the plans been presented
to the Municipal Art Commission. The design provided for six tracks, of which two
were for elevated railroads and four for trolley cars, besides a roadway and two prom-
cnades. The capacity of the bridge had been estimated at 4,500 pounds live load to the
linear foot of stiffening trusses. The roadway flooring was to be of wooden planking.

Upon examining into the situation the Commissioner believed that the priginal
plans were inadequate in the following particulars: First, because they provided for
only two elevated railroad tracks instead of four; second, because they provided for
wooden planking instead of for fireproof floors; third, because they assumed a live load
of only 4,500 pounds per linear foot of stiffening trusses.

The bridge designed by the Commissioner provides for four elevated tracks, in-
stead of two; for fire-proof floors; and for a working live load of 8,000 pounds per
linear foot of stiffening trusses, instead of for gs500 pounds—and also for an
emergency load of 16,000 pounds per linear foot, which was not provided for in the
carlier plans.

. Any change in these plans that would require new computations, new specifica-
tions and the like, would necessitate a delay of at least five months, whether the
bridge were to be designed on its original dimensions, or whether a wire cable bridge
of the capacitv proposed by Commissioner Lindenthal were adopted.

Inasmuch as the Commissioner’s plans offer greater accommodation to the public,
and greater security, I am obliged to assume that the objection lies against the sub-
stitution of eye-bar comstruction for that of wire cables. A commission of highly
competent engineers, appointed by me, has already passed favorably upon this sub-
stitution; but, inasmuch as the opinion of this commission does not carrv au-
thoritative weight with your Honorable Board, I suggest that you appoint a special
committee to confer with me for the purpose of determining upon a commission of
experts whose opinion will be accepted as decisive both by your Board and by the
Board of Estimate and Anportionment.

New York, September 25, 1903.
Which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

The Vice-Chairman laid before the Board the following message from his Honor .
the Mayor: . X )

SETH LOW, Mayor.

.
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