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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO CALLS IN LIVE TO NY1

Pat Kiernan: Mayor de Blasio joins me now by telephone to talk about the latest in this explosion. Mayor de Blasio, thank you for joining us. It’s been a very active 36 hours. What’s the latest this morning?
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Well, Pat, first of all, this individual Ahmad Khan Rahami – we want all New Yorkers to assume he is armed and dangerous. So, we need information, obviously, right away. If anyone has any information about his whereabouts we need them to call 9-1-1 immediately. But do assume he is armed and dangerous. Do not approach him. Do not confront him. 
 
This individual we want to get in immediately for questioning. NYPD is on high alert. You know, now that all NYPD officers have smart phones, literally, every single one of them at this moment has this image, this photo of this individual and is looking for him. We are working very closely, of course, with the FBI and our other partners. 
 
So, this is job one – to get this individual in. There is a huge NYPD presence out today on the streets of New York and in the subways. That’s for UN General Assembly week. But beyond, we’ve beefed it up further, given this incident. So, you’re going to see – it’s all New Yorkers – you’re going to see a lot of NYPD presence today including Critical Response Command, meaning our heavily armed officers who focus on counter-terror. You’re going to see that presence today in a lot of locations in the city. But job one is to get this individual in now.
 
Kiernan: Mayor de Blasio, I think just about everyone in this city who’s got a wireless phone got an alert 20 minutes ago, now, which said that there’s this 28-year-old male who police want to question, call 9-1-1 if seen. That’s an unusual step for a suspect description to be sent out that way. Is that a sense of some urgency in finding this individual and really getting to the bottom of this quickly?
 
Mayor: It’s absolutely a sense of urgency because we need – we need to find him to understand exactly what happened on Saturday. And we need to get him in because we don’t want to see anything further happen. But the other fact is we’re going to be using this kind of approach more frequently. We did on Saturday night when there was the second device the NYPD had to isolate and deal with on 27th Street. They used all their communications capacity to alert neighbors of the fact that that was being dealt with. So, these alerts were sent out to make sure people stayed away from their windows while that went on. This is something we’ll do more frequently. We want New Yorkers to know exactly what is happening at each point. 

But as Commissioner O’Neill said the other day, you know, the public has a crucial to play not only in terms of finding this individual. Any information that could be helpful in terms of this incident, overall, we need to hear from the public. And in addition, if you see something, say something. This phrase takes on very important meaning today. Any unattended packages, anything that looks suspicious – tell a police officer, call it in right away. We really want people to be vigilant today.
 
Kiernan: There was a man spotted on surveillance cameras near both the explosive device locations on Saturday night. Is this believed to be the same man that the police are now searching for? 
 
Mayor: We’re not ready to conclude yet whether it’s the same individual, and whether this involves only one individual or more than one individual. It’s still premature on that front. Law enforcement will decide as the investigation continues if they can make that conclusion and state it publically. 

We do know the NYPD trailed a car yesterday – a car that became a point of interest to them. They trailed it. They did question the occupants. That was certainly important in this investigation. But in terms of confirming his exact role at this moment it’s premature. 
 
Kiernan: You were reluctant yesterday to call this terrorism. Are you drawing that conclusion now with this new information?
 
Mayor: Increasingly, yes. We still – you know, until we talk to him we won’t have all of the pieces. But it increasingly looks like terrorism. My bottom line standard, Pat, is I want law enforcement to define exactly what’s going on. I want the professionals to define it. You know, we’ve learned a lot more between yesterday and today but what we have to be careful in these cases is to know exactly what we’re dealing with. The last thing we want to do is say something definitive and then it turns out to be different. Then we have to take it back and change it. But now the more we learn with each passing hour, it increasingly looks like terrorism.
 
What we don’t know is the specific nature. This individual is a New Jersey resident, 28 years old, a naturalized U.S. citizen. We don’t, obviously, if he was acting alone or with others. We don’t know if he had any connection organizationally. We don’t know if he’s a lone wolf. These are the things that we need to fill in. 

Kiernan: If I can read between the lines, here, I think part of your intent in not jumping to that word terrorism yesterday was in wanting New Yorkers to continue to do what they’re dong – to have their regular Sunday routine, to have their regular Monday routine. I hope that is a correct analysis. And I want to ask you – is this, aside from the obvious security presence, a regular Monday in New York?

Mayor: A couple of things – I would say, yes, it is a regular Monday in New York. Even yesterday around the site of the bombing on Saturday night people were already going back to business, going about their lives. New Yorkers are incredibly resilient. And the core point about terrorism – terrorism seeks to undermine our confidence in ourselves, in our society. And New Yorkers aren’t buying that. People went about their business yesterday – absolutely had a normal rush hour today. So that is very, very important point. 

And yes, it is important for leaders to reassure people and remind them that we are strong, that we have an incredible police department – very strong federal partners, that we have a lot that we need to be both be thankful for and proud of. And we need to go on with our lives. The terrorists win when we are intimidated. We refuse to be intimidated. 

The second part of the equation, Pat, is accuracy matters here. The last thing we want is for politicians to pretend to understand the role of law enforcement. We have to respect that law enforcement is where the facts come from and the conclusions come from. So, I will make it always a standard that when my police leadership and the FBI leadership defines something that is when I am going to use the definition. 

And what we have to be careful about is until we know what something was or what the motivation was – sometimes the story changes quite a bit. That is something Commissioner Bratton often spoke about – how the preliminary information often proves not to be the final reality. So – but at this point we can say with more we’re learning each hour it increasingly looks like this was an act of terror. 

Kiernan: Mayor de Blasio, final question for you. At 11:00 this morning you will be involved in a ceremony at police headquarters. New York 1 is going to carry that live. What a weekend for Commissioner O’Neill as he becomes Police Commissioner – Bill Bratton stepping down, him stepping into that role. Talk about how he has arrived in the midst of such a busy week.

Mayor: Well, Commissioner O’Neill took on the job Friday afternoon. I swore him in Friday afternoon. This incident was less than 36 hours later. And I have to say it was absolutely a seamless transfer of leadership. He took over command of the situation on Saturday evening – was entirely on top of the action. Obviously, as the top uniformed officer of the NYPD, just the day before, no one knows more about the NYPD than Jimmy O’Neill. And all of our federal partners, FBI, everyone is so comfortable with him and his leadership. 

So, I think it’s quite striking Pat. It’s something New Yorkers should be proud of. We had one of the greatest police leaders in the history of this country, Bill Bratton – seamless transfer of power on Friday – Saturday night Jimmy O’Neill fully in command of a complex situation and handling it brilliantly I think. 

Kiernan: Unfortunate circumstances that we can spend this time together, Mayor de Blasio, but we appreciate you calling and thank you. 

Mayor: Thank you very much, Pat. Take care. 
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