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Mayor Bill de Blasio: I don't need that anymore.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Everyone here matters and everyone here has contributed, but I want to give a special thanks to my sister, Peggy Shepard, who's been doing this so well for so long, with such a big impact on our city and our nation. Let's thank Peggy.  
 
[Applause] 
 
All right. I want to direct your attention to the banner on the steps. Thank you, banner holders. You're doing great.  
 
[Applause] 
 
All right now, because I came up in a variety of good movements, we learned how to chant. So I'm going to – when I say gas free, I want you to say NYC, can we do this? I'm going to do it three times. Okay? Is everyone ready for this? Very complex. Do it three times. Gas free!  
 
Audience: NYC!  
 
Mayor: Gas free!  
 
Audience: NYC! 
 
Mayor: Gas free! 
 
Audience: NYC! 
 
Mayor: Exactly right. Gas free NYC.  
 
[Applause] 
 
That's what we are creating today, gas free NYC. We are taking a bold step to end the fossil fuel era in New York City.  
 
[Applause] 
 
And it has to end. Let's be clear. This is not an optional matter. This is required. We have to end the fossil fuel era if we're going to survive. And we have to be aggressive and we have to be fast and we have to feel urgent because there is literally – this is not one of those rhetorical statements – there is no time to waste. We have to move now. This legislation changes the reality and all the people fought for it, yes, you were up against some very powerful forces. You were up against big oil and big gas. You were up against the status quo. Well guess what you won, you won.  
 
Audience: We won – 
 
Mayor: You won.  
 
Audience: That’s right, we won. We Won. We did it. We did it. 
 
Mayor: Thank you. Thank you. I think that brought all together.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
So this for me is a very personal moment. This will be the last bill that I sign as Mayor, and I can't think of a better one. And earlier year in the State of the City, I said, we would get this done this year because we have to, because the Earth demanded it. Our families demand it, our children demand it, our grandchildren demand it, and here we are, we're doing exactly what we all said we’d do. I'm also touched having just heard from Jim Gennaro earlier in our hearing. He and I started out in this building as Council Members in January of 2002, and so there's something full circle about one more time, rallying on the steps at city hall with people of goodwill to get something done. Back then I didn't get to wield the particular pen I have now, and back then, honestly, I don't think we could have imagined this legislation. But we've all pushed the spectrum. We've all changed what could be possible, and now we got to do it again and again and again. So I'm going to sign this today, but I'm not signing it as an end. I am signing it only as a beginning of what needs to be an even bolder movement for change. We have to end the fossil fuel era, period. 
 
[Applause] 
 
This legislation will show literally the rest of the world it can be done, and all you good emissaries and ambassadors of change, let's spread the word to everyone we know. Every corner of the country, every corner of the world, it's time for them to do the same thing. It's time for them to do what we proved could be done. You proved it. You proved it. All right. Now I have three easy questions for you. Are you ready to make history?  
 
Audience: Yes! 
 
Mayor: Are you ready to fight the climate crime?  
 
Audience: Yes! 
 
Mayor: Are you ready for a cleaner, healthier greener New York City?  
 
Audience: Yes!  
 
Mayor: Let's go sign this bill. 
 
[Applause] 
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