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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
MAYOR’S OFFICE FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
May 15, 2017
IAMedia@cityhall.nyc.gov, 212-319-9300
 
**Press Release**
The Mayor’s Office for International Affairs Announces Visits by Ambassadors to the United Nations and Senior Diplomats to NYC Junior Ambassadors Classrooms
From the five boroughs to the United Nations, NYC students from twenty diverse schools & after-school programs will learn the importance of diplomacy in world affairs

NEW YORK— Penny Abeywardena, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs, announced the start of visits by Ambassadors and senior diplomats to the United Nations to twenty New York City seventh grade classrooms across the five boroughs participating in the NYC Junior Ambassadors program. This innovative program educates students about the role of the United Nations in world affairs and activates them to tackle global issues, locally. NYC youth are learning about issues ranging from climate change to the global refugee crisis.

Following a successful inaugural year with eleven sites across the city, the program has expanded to twenty schools and after-school programs. In addition to receiving behind-the-scenes curated tours of the United Nations, and briefings by UN experts, senior diplomats and Ambassadors to the United Nations will visit NYC Junior Ambassadors classrooms in local neighborhoods during the second phase of the program.
   
“We’re thrilled to welcome Ambassadors and senior diplomats to New York City public schools,” said Penny Abeywardena, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs. “The NYC Junior Ambassadors program empowers students to see themselves as global citizens and become activists in their communities. By bringing the world to their classrooms, we hope our NYC Junior Ambassadors are inspired to think critically about international affairs and lead the charge for positive change.”

Last year, Ambassadors and senior diplomats representing Barbados, Denmark, the European Union, India, Mexico, Panama, Singapore, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United States travelled to schools across NYC to discuss the importance of diplomacy and international affairs with students and educators in their classrooms. The Office is proud to kick-off this year’s diplomatic visits to NYC Junior Ambassadors classrooms with Ambassadors to the United Nations and senior diplomats representing countries around the globe – from Cuba, India and Canada to Mexico, Denmark, Australia, Belgium, and beyond. 

Approximately 600 New York City seventh graders are participating in the program during the 2016-2017 academic year.

NYC Junior Ambassadors 2016-2017 selected classrooms and after-school programs:
1. Castle Hill Middle School (J.H.S. 127), Bronx 
1. Hyde Leadership Charter School, Bronx
1. Accion Academy, Bronx
1. The Academy of Applied Math and Technology (M.S. 343),  Bronx
1. Icahn Charter School 4, Bronx
1. One World Middle School at Edenwald, Bronx
1. Bronx Park Middle School, Bronx
1. East New York Middle School of Excellence, Brooklyn
1. The Boerum Hill School for International Studies, Brooklyn
1. Children of Promise, NYC, Brooklyn
1. The Montauk (J.H.S. 223), Brooklyn
1. NIA Afterschool at the Christa McAuliffe School (I.S. 187), Brooklyn
1. Robert Fulton School (P.S./M.S. 8),  Manhattan
1. Nathan Straus School (P.S. 140), Manhattan
1. The Mott Hall School (M.S. 223), Manhattan
1. The Robert F. Wagner Jr. School (P.S./I.S. 78Q),  Queens
1. Al-Ihsan Academy (AIA/PSW After-School Program), Queens
1. Queens Collegiate: A College Board School, Queens
1. Marsh Avenue School For Expeditionary Learning, Staten Island
1. Miraj Islamic School, Staten Island

If reporters want to learn more about the program or are interested in covering any of the site visits, please contact the Office for International Affairs at 212-319-9300 or email IAMedia@cityhall.nyc.gov. 

About the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs: The Office serves as a global platform from which the City promotes its goals for a more just and equitable society, showcases the diversity of New Yorkers, and exchanges best practices with the diplomatic community. 

About the NYC Junior Ambassadors Program: Launched in October 2015, in celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the United Nations, NYC Junior Ambassadors (NYCJA) was created to leverage the United Nations as a resource for NYC seventh graders and empower students in all five boroughs of New York City to become actively engaged with the United Nations and its mission of addressing some of the most pressing challenges in the world. Through innovative programming and unique opportunities for first-hand interactions, NYCJA exposes a diverse array of teachers and students to the United Nations as a tool for teaching and learning in a variety of fields - from science to arts to civics. Close to 100 applications for the 2016-2017 program year were submitted by educators and twenty diverse classrooms and after-school programs were chosen by a Selection Committee comprised of local and global leaders. To learn more about the program please visit nyc.gov/nycjuniorambassadors. 
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