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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 10, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO, BOROUGH PRESIDENT JAMES ODDO KICK OFF CITY HALL IN YOUR BOROUGH IN STATEN ISLAND
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Welcome, everybody. Well, this is an exciting week for us. I want to thank our very gracious hosts, Borough President Jimmy Oddo who I’ve had the pleasure of being in public service with for many, many years. And this is exciting, this is the first of a series of weeks where we’re going to go out to each of the boroughs and bring government to the people. It’s a chance for us to talk to community leaders and community residents about the things that we’re doing that are relevant to Staten Island, we’ll be doing the same in the Bronx, and Queens, and Brooklyn. It’s also a chance to hear concerns and learn better how we can serve. And this kind of focused energy for a whole week on one borough I think makes a real difference in terms of all of these leaders of our government. We have key members of the government here from all different wings of City Hall and key agencies. It’s a chance for them to focus their energy for a week on this borough and really get up close to the situations that are happening in this borough, things that are happening, things that people need help with, a chance to have office hours, meetings with community leaders, a chance to look at government faculties in this borough and places where there’s particular needs. 
 
I want to thank First Deputy Mayor Tony Shorris, and Deputy Mayor Herminia Palacio, and all of the other leaders in the administration, Commissioners, and other leaders in the administration that are here. I think the Borough President would agree that the people of Staten Island are not shy, and they are good at speaking their minds so we look forward to hearing from them this week in lots of different ways. I want to figure out everything we can do to continue to serve this borough better. I’m proud of some of the things we’ve done in my first three years in office; obviously the 24 hour ferry service has been a crucial improvement for the people of this borough. What we’ve done with repaving, and we’ll be doing some of that tonight, has been something that many, many people of Staten Island wanted to see more of and I’m proud that this administration has been able to do more for this borough and for the whole city on repaving. And in terms of the issue that was my number one priority coming in the door, pre-K, we’ve got about 4,000 kids now enrolled in full-day pre-K in Staten Island, that is five times more than was the case when I first came into the office. So Staten Island has been one of the places in particular that has benefited from the growth of pre-K in this city.  So, look, we look forward to getting out there and I think this is going to be a very positive and productive week.
 
And with that, I would like to welcome comments from our hosts, and thank you I want to say to the Borough President, to you and your whole team who have been very gracious, we obviously, for this week a lot of people have – and you staff have had to yield their desks for a week, it was very nice of them. Your team has been fantastic so I want to thank them.
 
Borough President James Oddo: Thank you. Thank you Mr. Mayor, and good morning everybody and welcome. Steve, you’re a creature of habit, you’re sitting in the same seat that you did last week when we had our meeting.
 
Commissioner Steven Banks, Human Resources Administration: It was a good meeting.
 
Borough President Oddo: Yes. There you go. I just want to thank Jason Razefsky, who’s my chief of staff who has been working with your team, particularly Michael [inaudible] to get us to this point. I want to start with this, for all of you, and I’ll show you guys –
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: Modern classic.
 
Borough President Oddo: Okay so this is 2002, you recognize the gentleman to my left. You recognize the gentleman in the middle, but do you recognize the gentlemen [inaudible] –
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Oddo: So this is a really interesting moment, this is the Health and Education Committee and the city had blown through the deadline that [inaudible] and Tony at the DOE at the time, this is the back of the head of a good friend of ours Ed Gabriel who is at OEM, and I was giving it to Tony, you know, rather harshly at this moment. And his Honor, never one to miss a moment saw the cameras, saw the festivities and sidled up right next to me and said –
 
[laughter]
 
Borough President Oddo: What’s going on brother?
 
[laughter]
 
Borough President Oddo: And I said, I said, strap in because this is going to get bumpy. But the moral of this story here is I have aged, the Mayor has transformed, Tony still looks the same –
 
[laughter]
 
Borough President Oddo: So I don’t know if that means, don’t become Mayor and don’t become Borough President, become the First Deputy Mayor but I thought that was a fun way – it’s been a long relationship between the Mayor and – 
 
Mayor: That was 2002 –
 
Borough President Oddo: 2002. And so I wanted to start on a light note. The second thing I want to start with is, with all due respect to our friend Eric Adams, Borough President Adams, whose personal story is quite compelling; Borough Hall on Staten Island truly is the Borough Hall of Health and Wellness. We absolutely have made it an emphasis, we went out, we hired a physician Dr. Jimmy Mantello, first time – we don’t live a Spartan lifestyle. We eat cleanly 80 percent of the time so that we can live the other 20 percent of the time. So what I brought for all of you, it is part of our culture, right Mr. Mayor, that if you invite guests to your home, you have to feed them. I’m not sure how I’ll be able to feed you every day –
 
Mayor: Who’s got scissors? Or else we’re [inaudible]
 
Borough President Oddo: They didn’t allow me to have the scissors because there were Commissioners in the room.
 
Mayor: They don’t let you have the scissors. Car keys. Car keys work too.
 
Unknown: We’re getting scissors.
 
Borough President Oddo: Sorry about that.
 
Unknown: Here we go.
 
Borough President Oddo: These are from Royal Crown in my old council –
 
Mayor: Oh Royal Crown is where it’s at. They – keep your car –
 
Unknown: Ferry, for the record.
 
Mayor: Okay. Oh you want to get this one too, okay hold on.
 
Borough President Oddo: So these are the minis.
 
Mayor: That’s yours. Okay these are the minis? From Royal Crown? Exceptional bakery. So these are the minis, I don’t eat minis, I eat the full size ones. Pass those down.
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Oddo: This is a little twist. This is a little twist. This is not traditional.
 
Mayor: Wait a minute. That’s – as we say in Italian that’s [inaudible]. That’s –
 
Borough President Oddo: That’s a little chocolate covered –
 
Mayor: The chocolate covered. This is very controversial.
 
Borough President Oddo: Yes. Yes.
 
Mayor: Really? You went untraditional.
 
Borough President Oddo: Yes, well, that’s why the minis are here.
 
Mayor: Yeah but oh my God, now it’s like – [inaudible] I have to try it. I’m going
to try it. 
 
Okay. Napkins, even. Are you going to do this?
 
Borough President Oddo: I’ll have a mini.
 
Mayor: You want a mini? Okay, now the minis are on the other side. 
 
Borough President Oddo: That’s okay, I’ll split one. You want to split one?
 
Mayor: No.
 
[Laughter]
 
Unknown: Take a bite.
 
Mayor: We were going to but he has to get his too. Don’t you know how this goes?
 
Borough President Oddo: You ready?
 
Mayor: Ready?
 
[Mayor de Blasio, Borough President Oddo Eat Cannoli's]
 
Mayor: That’s good. That’s very good. They’re coming around – here, pass these around too, now. 
 
For those who are more ambitious, you don’t want the mini’s. You want us to do that again? Did you get a good shot?
 
Borough President Oddo: I think once is enough.
 
[Laughter]
 
Borough President Oddo: So, if I could just get serious for a moment. I’ve been doing this for a long time. I’ve been in government 25 years, been in elective office 18. When you work for [inaudible] who was – Councilman [inaudible], my mentor, and a guy with an incredible work ethic. When you work five years – by day, being counsel to the minority leader and working inside City Hall, and then coming home to [inaudible] district office and taking care of that at night. When you run – the first two elections are in nine months. You run seven times in 14 years, and there’s some tread off the tire, and I will be the first one to tell you that I’m a little bit fatigued. The thing that keeps me moving and the thing that keeps me battling is that there is a genuine desire for me to want to get better. I want to get better as a person. I want to get better at this job. I have not lost that. I do a lot of self reflection and I do a lot of reading. I brought two of the books that I – I’ve got to put my finger of this so we don’t give them the benefit of that. Two of the books I just recently ready – don’t be put off by the – The Subtle Art of Not Giving Not A – blank – and a Times bestseller – it’s a fantastic book. And I just read this by two Navy Seals over the weekend, which is an absolutely fantastic read on leadership and about owning everything in your life, the good and the bad. And I’m still working on that. As a leader of this borough, I will take responsibility for stuff that we have not done yet. I get frustrated sometimes. Normally, when I share that with the Mayor, that’s a few minutes or an hour or so before you guys get a late-night email on the Mayor on a Staten Island issue. But I want all of you to know that I am genuinely [inaudible] for one reason. And the mission is clear, and that is to improve Staten Island. And I want to work with you. I want to continue to work with you.
 
You know when I’m frustrated, I make it clear, but please don’t take that as a sign of anything other than I just want to improve my home community. And it’s not a shock, and I don’t think the Mayor minds me saying this in front of the media, the Mayor’s numbers on Staten Island aren’t great. I think the Mayor himself has always appreciated in the last three-plus years that I have not kind of gone with the flow and taken cheap shots. The mission is what it’s all about and the mission for him and for me is to improve the lives of Staten Islanders – and that means I intersect with your agencies all the time, and I appreciate the responsiveness. Normally, I’m frustrated by lower levels of the agency, and you hear that from me, and I want to work through that with you. 
 
We will continue to improve as an office. I have the best chief of staff in the business and I have a great team – people who care. So, I really look forward to this week. I want to really move the ball on a bunch of issues. I think Michael, and your team, Mr. Mayor, and Jason, have crafted a really robust agenda and I really hope at the end of this week the folks of Staten Island will say this is time well spent. 
 
Mayor: I like that and I appreciate it. Let me just – and I appreciate everything you said – so, the portrait, the photo that gives you a sense of people can get to know each other and find common ground, even if there’s real disagreements at the same time. There’s nothing that says you can’t respect someone even if you’re in a different party or have some different beliefs, and the Borough President and I a long time ago gained mutual respect. And I remember vividly during the various budget negotiating team meetings I the City Council where, you know, the Borough President was a known conservative in the room, I was a known progressive in the room, and sometimes we would look at each other and say, this just doesn’t make sense what’s happening here, and we would speak up together to try and move the room, particularly if we thought something was fiscally irresponsible – that was often the thing that would cause us to speak up – or if we thought people were not willing to make choices they need to have made. 
 
And I also want to say, I remember vividly when I was working on issues like childcare as the Chairman of the General Welfare Committee, you were one of the strongest voices in support, which also had a big impact in he room because people didn’t expect it. So, we, a long time ago, learned that we could work together, never are surprised when we have difference – that’s fine – never going to be surprised if either one of us has strong views. But I think the important point in that is that respect goes a long way into getting things done. And the message I’ve sent everyone on my team is how much I respect the Borough President and how much I have found over now 15 years that when he says something I find it to be important to pay attention to – that the often – in my view, despite differences, sheds a lot of light on realities that we need to pay attention to, has a lot of creative ideas and demands that government serve people better, which is exactly what a borough president is supposed to do. So, that’s why he will call me, he will text me, and it will lead to those late-night emails because I have found that he has a great knack for identifying something that we have to work on or we have to do better on, and I think this week will be another opportunity to do that. 
 
Borough President Oddo: Thank you, sir. I appreciate it. 
 
Mayor: There you go. Thanks for the cannoli. 
 
Borough President Oddo: I’m going to bolt out and let you guys go to business, but I am going to steal a cannoli. 
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: You’ve done good.
 
Borough President Oddo: Alright, thanks guys. We’ll see you soon.
 
Mayor: Alright. Thanks, everyone. 
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