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PRESIDENT BIDEN AND MAYOR ADAMS DELIVER RESOURCES TO TACKLE 
NEW YORK CITY’S GUN VIOLENCE CRISIS 

 
New Initiatives and Resources Will Help Get Guns off the Street in New York City and Cut off the 

“Iron Pipeline” 
 

Federal Government Will Scale up and Expand Innovative Public Safety and Community 
Policing Work Pioneered in New York City 

 
NEW YORK – New York City Mayor Eric Adams was today joined by President Joseph Biden 
to announce a series of new initiatives and a major commitment of federal resources dedicated to 
tackling the gun violence crisis plaguing New York City and other communities across the 
country. President Biden committed that the federal government would focus law enforcement 
resources on cutting off gun trafficking and the “Iron Pipeline,” while scaling up innovative 
models pioneered in New York City to get guns off the street and stop violent crime. 
 
“I came to the president with a bold agenda, and together we are delivering the safety New 
Yorkers and Americans need and deserve,” said Mayor Adams. “It’s true in New York, and it’s 
true across the country: There is no prosperity without public safety. We must and we will break 
the iron pipeline, get guns off the street, and lift our communities up. Thanks to President Biden, 
the cavalry has arrived, and we will tackle the gun violence epidemic head on to build a safer, 
stronger city.” 
 
“Mayor Adams, you say that gun violence is a sea fed by many rivers,” President Biden said at 
today’s meeting. “Well, I put forward a plan to dam up some of those streams. You can count on 
me to be a partner in that effort.” 
 
President Biden added, “Mayor Adams, you and I agree: The answer is not to abandon our 
streets — that’s not the answer. The answer is to come together, police and communities, 
building trust and making us all safer.” 
 
“Today, in addition to visiting NYPD headquarters and pledging support to the men and women 
of law enforcement, the president committed to substantive action,” said New York City Police 
Commissioner Keechant Sewell. “From creating a gun trafficking strike force here in New 
York City, to launching a National Ghost Gun Enforcement Initiative, to cracking down on the 
“Iron Pipeline,” these efforts are essential to our intelligence-driven approach to eradicating gun 
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violence on New York City streets. There is a need for all of us — law enforcement, elected 
officials, community leaders, clergy, and the public — to join together to rebalance justice with 
fairness. The time for action is now to ensure a safe city for our children, neighbors, and brave 
police officers.” 
 
The White House and U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) announced a set of important new 
actions to stem the flow of firearms used to commit violence and support local law enforcement 
partners’ efforts to combat gun violence. DOJ will: 
 

• Direct U.S. Attorney’s Offices nationwide to increase resources dedicated to local violent 
crime strategies. President Biden highlighted New York City’s Gun Violence Strategic 
Partnership, which he visited with Mayor Adams today, as a model of the strategies DOJ 
will help expand nationwide; 

 

• Crack down on the “Iron Pipeline” — the illegal flow of guns sold in the south, 
transported up the East Coast, and found at crime scenes in New York City and elsewhere 
— and other firearms trafficking by adding personnel and other resources to multi-
jurisdictional task forces targeting interstate firearms trafficking; 

 

• Launch a National Ghost Gun Enforcement Initiative to train prosecutors and disseminate 
investigation and prosecution tools to help bring cases against those who use ghost guns 
to commit crimes; and 

 

• Pursue unlawful gun sellers that put firearms in the wrong hands by taking steps such as 
prioritizing federal prosecutions of those who criminally sell or transfer firearms used in 
violent crimes, including unlicensed dealers who sell guns to criminals without the 
required background checks. 

 
President Biden also highlighted New York City as a national model for tackling gun violence 
and called on Congress to approve an additional $500 million nationwide in resources for 
community intervention, government partnerships, and assistance to local law enforcement. 
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