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NYC EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT’S LATEST ‘PREP TALK’ PODCAST 

FOCUSES ON PET PREPAREDNESS 

 

Special guests discuss the importance of preparing pets and service animals before emergencies 

 

#PrepTalkNYC 

 

June 13, 2018 – Emergency plans aren’t just for humans; your furry friends need them too. June 

is National Pet Preparedness Month, and the New York City Emergency Management 

Department wants you to prepare your pets and service animals before the next emergency. In 

the latest episode of “Prep Talk”, hosts Omar Bourne and Allison Pennisi chat with NYC 

Emergency Management’s Matthew Puvogel, Community Engagement Coordinator, and 

Andrew Perlman, Human Services Specialist, about the key steps individuals can take to prepare 

their four-legged friends. From hurricanes and heat emergencies to winter storms, find out why a 

pet emergency plan is important, learn what you need to know about getting your pets and 

service animals ready for varying emergencies, and hear why “practice makes perfect” is key to 

your pet’s emergency plan. Listen to episode 11 on SoundCloud and iTunes. 

 

New York City Emergency Management has outlined important tips for preparing your pet 

before an emergency: 

 

Make a list of emergency contacts – Before an emergency, make a list of emergency contacts 

(local veterinarian, boarding facility, local animal shelter etc…). Keep a copy of this list in your 

pet’s Go Bag. 

 

Develop a plan – Record important information about your pet so that you can easily access it 

during an emergency. This includes vaccination history, local pharmacy, and information about 

your pet’s sex and breed along with any allergies or medical conditions. 

 

Know how to evacuate with your pet – Think about where you will go with your pet and how 

you will get there if you have to leave home during an emergency. 

 

Pack a pet Go Bag – Pets should have their own Go Bag – a sturdy, easy-to-carry container, 

such as a backpack or suitcase on wheels – that should be easily accessible if you have to leave 

your home in a hurry. 

 

Put together a pet emergency supply kit – Include pet supplies in your own emergency supply 

kit – the set of supplies you need to survive in your home for at least three days.  

 

For more information and resources about preparing your pet, visit NYC.gov/readyny. To view 

NYC Emergency Management’s “My Pet’s Emergency Plan” click here. 

 

https://soundcloud.com/user-866529970/prep-talk-episode-11-pet-service-animal-preparedness
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/prep-talk/id1300716903?mt=2
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/em/downloads/pdf/pets_english.pdf
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Profiles 

 

Matthew Puvogel currently works at NYC Emergency Management as a Community 

Engagement Coordinator.  Matt educates people with disabilities about the additional steps they 

must take to prepare for the unexpected.  During presentations and community fairs, Matt speaks 

in detail about how people with disabilities must make a personalized plan, develop a Go Bag or 

Emergency Supply Kit, and take steps to be informed. Matt also assists in developing and 

updating NYC Emergency Management’s audio brochures and conducts various disability 

trainings. 

 

Andrew Perlman works with Agency partners addressing issues related to individuals with 

disabilities and others with access & functional needs, and their service providers, incorporating 

strategies and integrating them into plans. Andy also chairs NYC’s Animal Planning Task Force 

and the Access & Functional Needs Workgroup. As a member of the Operations Support Team, 

Andy responds to large-scale incidents requiring a multi-agency response, maintaining 

situational awareness between NYC’s Emergency Operations Center and field response 

personnel. 

 

NYC Emergency Management ‘Prep Talk’ Podcast Series: 

 

Get ready for your emergency prep talk! NYC Emergency Management has launched “Prep 

Talk,” a new podcast series that engages listeners about emergency management topics. Listen as 

NYC Emergency Management hosts Omar Bourne and Allison Pennisi talk with guests who 

keep our city safe and prepared before, during and after emergencies. You can listen to “Prep 

Talk” on SoundCloud and iTunes to stay up-to-date on the latest episodes.  
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MEDIA CONTACT:  Nancy Silvestri/Omar Bourne (718) 422-4888 

 

STAY CONNECTED: Twitter:   @NotifyNYC (emergency notifications) 

@nycoem (emergency preparedness info) 

    Facebook: /NYCemergencymanagement 

 

https://soundcloud.com/user-866529970/prep-talk-episode-11-pet-service-animal-preparedness
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/prep-talk/id1300716903?mt=2

