PFHOTO INFO...

mﬂ:‘

Fall Foliage

@ Advanced Search

facebook
flickr
twitker

Home

CUSTOMER SERVICES

Ways to Pay Your Bill
Account Information
Customer Assistance
Water Rates

Property Managers and Trade
Professionals

WATER UTILITIES

Drinking Water
Wastewater
Stormwater

Harbor Water

THE WATERSHED

Watershed Protection

Watershed Recreation

CITYWIDE INITIATIVES

Regulatory Reform
Environmental Education
Conservation Programs
Air Pollution Control

Noise Codes & Complaints

BUSINESSES & PROFESSIONALS

Forms & Permits
Doing Business with DEP

Asbestos Abatement

Statement on DEP Watershed Snowpack Levels

Search | Email Updates | Contact Us

Residents : Business @ Visitors | Government ! Office of the Mayor

Eﬁui_mnmenteﬂ
Protection

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 10-21
MORE INFORMATION

NYC Department of
Environmental Protection
Communications &
Intergovernmental Affairs

March 3, 2010

CONTACT:

Michael Saucier/Mercedes Padilla (718) 595-6600
59-17 Junction Boulevard

19th Floor
Flushing, NY 11373

Statement on DEP Watershed Snowpack
Levels

NYC Environmental Protection Commissioner Cas (718) 595 - 6600

Holloway today released the following statement on
watershed snowpack levels in the water supply
system

As part of our standard operating procedure, DEP
continually monitors the amount of snowpack in the
Catskill/Delaware watersheds during the winter season so
that we can address potential impacts of higher than
expected snowfall. Due to last week’s historic snowstorms,
which in some places brought more than four feet of snow,
the quantity of water in the snowpack has quickly outpaced
its historical average. To put it in context, we experience
roughly 60 billion gallons of snowpack water this time of
year, but this season we have nearly tripled that level — to
175 billion gallons.

To deal with this, we have enacted a series of initiatives to
minimize any negative effects on the surrounding
community and on the quality of New York City’s water.

As part of an ongoing program to monitor and manage the
water stored above our reservoirs in the snowpack, DEP has
taken the following steps:

b Release the maximum amount of water allowed under the
Flexible Flow Management Plan, which is intended to
provide a more adaptive means for managing the
Cannonsville, Pepacton, and Neversink reservoirs. DEP
includes half of the water content in the snowpack in the
total storage for its Delaware reservoirs. Accounting for
this snowpack water allows DEP to enhance the flood
mitigation already provided by the reservoirs.

p Continue running the Ashokan Reservoir Release Channel
that was activated in January, and increasing the release
volume to 300 to 350 million gallons per day. The
Ashokan Release Channel is a concrete canal used to
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Statement on DEP Watershed Snowpack Levels

convey water released in a controlled manner from the
reservoir through the upper and lower gate chambers to
the Little Beaverkill stream and the lower Esopus Creek.
ABOUT DEP The release will improve water quality in the reservoir,
which saw an increase in turbidity levels as the result of
snowmelt and rains earlier this winter, and will enhance
flood prevention protection.
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