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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AND MAKES ANNOUNCEMENT AT PROSPECT PARK VALE

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Well, everybody, I'm sure as usual Iris was eloquent. She could see me – this is my height advantage when I was walking up the path, you could still see me there, right? Everyone, I am just so happy to be here because this is about as personal as it gets for me, and I want to speak to that, but first, a tremendous thanks to Iris who just deeply, deeply loves this park, has put her heart and soul into making it better and protecting it, and has this wonderful combination of warmth and persistence that has – that when she wants something for the park, it starts warm and then it gets persistent, and – but I always hear her because I know what she's trying to do is for the right reasons. Let me just get rid of this – there we go. And I just want say your advocacy, your love for this place is one of the reasons why we are here today to celebrate this really crucial contribution to the future of Prospect Park. Everyone, help me and support and thank Iris for all she has done.  
 
[Applause] 
 
And I want to of course thank our Parks Commissioner Gabrielle Fialkoff, who does so much for the city. Thank you, dear friend. Thank you for all you're doing.  
 
[Applause] 
 
Love your mask. You’re on brand. And thank you, Sue, and everyone who makes this park great. I am so appreciative to everyone who is part of the Prospect Park family. So, some of you may know, and others may not, that it could not be more personal for several reasons. The most important of which is that Chirlane and I got married under a tree in Prospect Park. And we did that because this place just was kind of brought together everything that we loved and everything we cared about. We love Brooklyn, deeply. We love the fact it's a place for everyone, that this park brings together all the people of Brooklyn, all the people of this city. We love the energy and the vibrancy and the humanity mixed with the reverence for nature. And so the day we got married under that tree, it was a beautiful May day in 1994, the park was in one of those splendid spring moments and it gave us a sense of all the possibilities ahead. And we had our reception in the picnic house and it was a joyous moment, and then fast forward just very soon after suddenly children started to appear and we would take them to the Third Street Playground and Ninth Street Playground. And then they both got involved in little league and they played on the ball fields. And one of my cousins one day came from California and walked through the meadow between the ball fields and was kind of amazed at how much concentrated baseball activity and softball activity it was, and he said, I have a name for this, he called it the little league valley, which I thought was beautiful. But this place has long before these recent years meant so much to all of us, but in the pandemic, I think it took on entirely different meaning for a lot of us.  
 
I had long ago said, what many New Yorkers know, some New Yorkers haven't understood or experienced quite as well, then far before the pandemic are parks for many New York families are where they take their summer vacation, are the place that people find the good, find all the good life has to offer, and can experience something for free because that's the only thing they can experience. And it's been that way for generations in this city, and our parks have been one of the great equalizers, but during COVID a lot of people maybe previously had not seen it that way, ended up experiencing the exact same reality, and it kind of cut across all the demographics and classes and everything, everyone kind of was in the same boat. Maybe some people used to go far away for vacation and others never could dream of vacation, but everyone was in the same boat. You're spending your vacation right here because no one was going anywhere. And you were spending your weekends, you were spending your morning getting your exercise, and those times when there was only one chance a day to get some exercise, people would come here and this park really sustained a lot of us. I was one of them. This park sustained a lot of us. And I want to say the folks who kept it going to everyone, Gabriel, Sue, and everyone you both represent, everyone who does the work, I want thank everyone associated with Prospect Park, everyone associated with the Parks Department because in the midst of the biggest crisis in our history, you kept this place going and you kept it something beautiful for everyone. Let's give them all a round of applause right now. 
 
[Applause] 
 
So, I'll just finish on this. I am a very, very proud Brooklynite, although Chiara and Dante like to lord over me that I was not born in Brooklyn, and they were, and they are more Brooklyn than me, which is, you know, what can you do with that? Just have to tip the cap. But as a very proud Brooklynite, it was important to me as my administration ended to do all I could for this park, because this park has done so much for all of us. And I wanted to make sure that we continued its greatness, and I also did not want to assume that just because something had been done before a certain way, we had to keep doing it that way, because one thing I hope we've done in these eight years is shown that we didn't have to follow the previous status quo that we could, we could change the paradigm. And this park represents one of the greatest egalitarian experiences in all of New York City, and that's saying a lot because I think we are one of the greatest egalitarian expressions in this whole world. I think New York City represents a place for everyone that's almost unparalleled in the world, that whoever you are or wherever you come from, whatever you believe you can find respect here, and this park epitomizes it. I've had so many beautiful experiences where I've seen representatives of all the elements of humanity all together in the same space, enjoying this place, and a certain piece comes over those moments, and there's not a sense of turf or difference or separation, everyone enjoying in the same space something in common, it's beautiful and is powerful, and that's what this place is.  
 
So, when the time came to create our final budget, I said I don't want to be held back by whatever our assumptions were. I wanted to make sure what we did would have a profound impact. And so to restore the Prospect Park Vale and restore 26 acres and make them even greater, I am now happy to present the largest single city budget allocation in the history of the Prospect Park Alliance. And we happen to have a representation of it.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
So come forward, everyone. I present to you – come on, Sue. Sue is going right to the bank with it after . 
 
[Laughter] 
 
I present to you on behalf of the people in New York City, $40 million for the greatness of Prospect Park and its great future. 

[Applause] 
 
Sue you – if you go into the bank, they will honor it. Okay. I mean it might confuse them at first they're like, look, it's an official check right. Go in and say, can I cash this please? Everyone, you have all earned this. Every single one of you loves this park and has helped this park, you have earned it. Turn to your neighbor, look at all the good people make this park great, give your neighbor a round of applause.  
 
[Applause] 
 
Thank you everyone for this wonderful day together. 
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