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Trash Masters! Super Recyclers

School Number: 373k

School Name: Brooklyn Transition Center
District: 75

Borough: Brooklyn

Grade Division: High School

Address: 185 Ellery Street Brooklyn , New York 11206
Ph: 718-782-6800

Fax: 718-782-7098

Email: fimorris@hotmail.com

Principal: John DeMelio

Contest Coordinator: Frank Morris

School Custodian: Harold Hedgepath

Names of Participating Classes: All Classes are
Participating

Student Recycling Coordinators: Deidre Jeter and Crystal
McCoy

Staff Coordinators: Frank Morris and Linda Lublin



N

The Brooklyn Transition Center is a school for adolescents with special needs.

Description of School Recvcling Program

Onr first steps were to ascertain the recycling infrastructure available in each classroom.

Students reviewed and charted the presence of paper and trash receptacles in each
classroom. We found that many classrooms were missing blue receptacles for mixed
paper recycling. Workmg with Harold Hedgepath and the rest of the Custodial staff,
student-recycling coordinators Deidre Jeter and Crystal McCoy secured receptacles from
other parts of the building, and delivered then where needed. Student charts of our initial
review can be found in the binder,

During our initial review, we observed that only 3 of the 19 classes were source
separating mixed paper from non-recyclable matenals. We also observed that the
custodians were mixing clean mixed paper with non-recyclable trash.

The student recycling coordinators discussed the issue of co-mingling with the
custodians. It was decided that every day at 2pm, students should bring all paper to a
predetermined location on the first floor. Tt was also decided that milk and juice cartons,
metal, plastic and glass should be brought to a large blue receptacle in the cafeteria.

Classroom Recycling Helpers

We than circulated a letter to each of the classrooms. This letter is in the binder. In
response to the letter, each classroom elected a recycling helper. Student recycling
coordinators McCoy and Jeter traimed the recycling helpers. Recycling helpers are
responsible for helping their classmates mamtain the building’s recycling program.

Results

From zero recyelmg, each class is now effectively source separating mixed paper, and
metal, plastic, and glass from non-recyclable materials. Custodial staff is maintaining the
source separation efforts of the students.

r School is 8 Super R ler

Recycling is very important to many of the students at the Brooklyn Transition Center.
Our school is a Super Recycler because each class has an elected Recyeling Helper. We
are a Super Recycler because we work in partnership with the custodial staff to improve
and maintain recycling. Lastly, we are a Super Recycler because recycling provides our
students the opportunity to take effective action to improve the environment.
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