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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 28, 2016
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO THANKS VOLUNTEERS AT 14TH ANNUAL CUNY/DAILY NEWS CITIZENSHIP NOW! EVENT

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Well, good afternoon, everybody. I want to thank everyone. I’m only keep you for a quick minute because you got a lot of people to help. And I really want to thank you for the work you’re doing. I had the pleasure, just now, of talking to two people – a woman named Nadia and a man named Wesley. And they both were so appreciative to get this kind of assistance. 
 
We know what people feel when they’re going through the process of being an immigrant in this country. We know a lot of the fear people feel, a lot of the confusion. They’re also picking up on this very negative backdrop around our country, where immigrants are being put down. Well, we’re New Yorkers. We’re proud to be a city of immigrants. We’re proud to embrace people from all countries, all backgrounds. So, I think it’s a really wonderful thing that you – everyone one of you is representing the best of New York by reaching out to people and saying we’re here to help you, and we can help solve your problems, and we can make this a good pathway for you. This is what we believe in New York City. 
 
So, first of all, I want to say, on behalf of all eight-and-a-half million New Yorkers that you are exemplary citizens. You’re the best of New York. I want to thank you. Give yourselves a round of applause.
 
[Applause]
 
I want to thank all of the folks who made this possible. I’m going to be real quick – but I want to thank Nisha Agarwal, our Commissioner for the Mayor’s Office of Immigrants Affairs, for the great work she does. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Everyone here who makes this extraordinary gathering happen each year. I’ve been here many times, and it’s a joy to be a part of. Thank you Jay Hershenson, Senior Vice Chancellor at CUNY, for the great work you do.
 
[Applause]
 
The always energetic Allan Wernick, the Director of CUNY Citizenship Now! 
 
[Applause]
 
Jim Rich, Editor-in-Chief of the Daily News, thank you for the Daily News’ commitment.
 
[Applause]
 
And Scott Evenbeck, the President of Guttman Community College – thank you so much for all that CUNY does as well.
 
[Applause]
 
And so many elected officials, not only believe in supporting our immigrants but believe in what you’re doing and really came here to thank you. 
 
I want to thank – we have State Senator Toby Ann Stavisky. We have Assemblymember Brian Kavanagh, and Councilmember Barry Grodenchik. We thank them all.
 
[Applause]
 
Now, look, this is a city that understands and respects all immigrants. We have a half-million folks who are undocumented. They are our neighbors. They are part of our communities. We value them. We honor them. That’s why we’re doing IDNYC so everyone gets respected, everyone gets included. And soon, IDNYC is well on its way to having a million people signed up for it. 
 
And that is a statement of New York values – New York values we are proud of.
 
Some other people may not like New York values – we like them just fine.
 
[Laughter]
 
[Applause] 
 
And we have 650,000 people in this city who are on the pathway to citizenship – 650,000 people. With your help a lot of them are going to become citizens, and be able to participate in the fullness of this society. They’re going to be able to vote. They’re going to be able to help to decide the future of New York City and our whole country. 
 
So, you’re doing something so precious and so important. And I want you to know, this is some of the most important public service you can do. Think about it – a single phone call that you are on today could change the course of someone’s life, and for their whole family. You could take someone who is filled with doubt and fear and you can get them on a path to enjoying all the great benefits of life in this country – and you could be changing the course of a whole family’s future. 
 
So, what you’re doing is so important. I want to thank you for it. I want you to know that in our administration we’re going to stand by immigrants every step of the way. We’re going to work to make sure people get the services they need. We’re going to help people. We’re going to help make sure families are not divided and torn apart – and parents and children separated by deportation –  we’re going to do everything we can to keep families whole, and help them live the American dream and the New York dream and what all of us have been blessed to experience.
 
So, thank you. And the final thing I’ll say is – you know, there are some people who get blessings in their life, and keep them for themselves. Well, every one of you has received a lot of blessings, and now you’re here sharing them with the next person. So, I want to thank you for that. 
 
God bless you all. Keep up the good work.
 
[Applause] 
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