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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO APPEARS LIVE ON CNN’S STATE OF THE UNION WITH JAKE TAPPER

Jake Tapper: Welcome back to State of the Union. I'm Jake Tapper. As Democrats begin announcing their 2020 presidential bids, the Mayor of New York City says they should look to his policies as a model. Joining me now to explain why is New York City Mayor Bill De Blasio. Mr. Mayor, thanks so much for joining us.
 
You unveiled a health care plan, guaranteeing healthcare coverage, you say, to the 600,000 New Yorkers without insurance coverage, which includes 300,000 undocumented immigrants. I want you to take a listen to something that your fellow [inaudible] Andrew Gillum, formerly Mayor of Tallahassee, said about his universal health care proposal during his campaign for Florida Governor. Take a listen –
 
Andrew Gillum: We could not do it by ourselves solely here in the state of Florida because it will collapse the system. We would only attract the sickest of patients and it wouldn't work.
 
Tapper: So, he was saying that in Florida they could do it only if other states joined him because otherwise all sick people would just come to Florida. What's to stop sick people from coming and flocking to New York and overburdening the system?
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: I don't see that happening, Jake. Look, we should have single payer in this country. We should have Medicare for All, there's no question. But the bottom line is, right now, we have 600,000 people in my city who have no coverage at all – that's unacceptable, that's making us a city that's less healthy, less secure than we need to be. Our plan is guaranteed health care for all and it basically says this should be a priority to ensure that we have a decent kind of society. If you don't do that, what happens? People are sick at work. Their families get sick. They go to the emergency room, which is the single-most costly way to provide health care. We know that by guaranteeing health care, we're going to create the kind of society that actually works. And by the way, all over America – we are here, obviously to talk about what's happening in this national debate – this is the kind of thing Democrats should stand for. If we say to the American people, our job is to get you health care no matter what, no matter how much money you make, no matter what your situation, that's the kind of thing that actually is going to resonate with the American people because so many Americans, tens of millions, are struggling right now to make ends meet. Health care is one of their biggest expenses. They need this kind of guarantee and their lives.
 
Tapper: So, you said something pretty radical this week that I want to ask you about. You said, “There's plenty of money in the world. There's plenty of money in the city, it's just in the wrong hands.”
 
Mayor: Yep.
 
Tapper: That's a quote.
 
Mayor: That is a quote.
 
Tapper: Who decides whose hands are the right hands and whose hands of the wrong hands?
 
Mayor: Look at what's happening in my city, look what's happening all over the country – millions upon millions of people who literally can barely make ends-meet working people who are working one job, two jobs [inaudible] working harder than ever, longer hours than ever. The pace of our lives gets tougher and tougher and people get less and less back. Why? Because the one percent really has rigged the system, including the recent tax law that gave a huge windfall to the corporations and the wealthy.
 
This is systematic. I said in the speech, this has been an agenda from Reagan's administration, right on through to Trump's – to take money from working people and give it to the one percent. So, when I say there's plenty of money in this country, it’s just in the wrong hands, it means to say we need policies that give back to working people like, guaranteeing health care for all.
 
Tapper: But what's interesting about the argument, which I think struck a lot of people, is, you're not talking about fairness, you're saying – these people have money and it's wrong that they have money – not, they have money, they live exorbitant or wealthy, comfortable lifestyles, and therefore they could give a little bit more to help these people. You're saying it's wrong that they have money, and who decides whether it's wrong? That's my question.
 
Mayor: It's clear to me why it's wrong, because government policies gave the one percent every conceivable leg up. This was not by accident. As I said, this was an agenda, it was systematic. You go back decades, you go back even to the time of Dwight Eisenhower – we had some of the highest tax rates on the wealthy that this country ever saw. We had a very prosperous country. We had that prosperity pretty well shared among different people, including working people in this country. We had investments in infrastructure, the kinds of things that grew the economy for everyone.
 
Over the years, since Ronald Reagan, that was a – there was a systematic agenda to take that money and get it more and more in the hands of the few. That was through tax policy, but a lot of other policies as well. This was not an accident. Democrats and progressives need to be blunt about this and people will appreciate that bluntness. When we say, for example, guaranteed health care for everyone, that's a doable thing. The money is there. When we say, which I announced this week as well, we're going to guarantee that everyone has a right to two weeks of paid time off – paid personal days so they can live their lives better. The money is there, but it's not going to the right people.
 
Tapper: I guess the point is, you're not – what struck me, and a lot of people, is that you weren't talking about the tax system being wrong, you're talking about the hands being wrong. But I want to move on because you're announcing you're about to embark on a tour of the country to spread this kind of message, spread progressive ideals.
 
Mayor: That’s right.
 
Tapper: Several of your fellow Democratic mayors – Landrieu, Garcetti, others – are considering 2020 bids. Are you considering running for President?
 
Mayor: Jake, I'm focused on the job I have, but I've also been really clear, I'm going to spread this message because this should be the idea of the Democratic Party at this –
 
Tapper: But are you considering running for President?
 
Mayor: I'm focused on my job. But listen, right now our party is going through a serious debate and there's still a lot of moderate voices in the party that did not learn the lessons of 2016 and are not listening to what people need in this country. So, I want to push this whole party and I want to inform this debate in this country about the fact that we could go a lot farther, we can be a lot bolder than what we're doing now.
 
Tapper: So, you – you ruling it out?
 
Mayor: I never ruled things out because we never know what life brings, but I'm focused on the work I'm doing now and getting this message out.
 
Tapper: Your home State Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, it looks like she is probably going to throw her hat into the ring. She's pretty progressive. Could you back her?
 
Mayor: Again, I don't talk about hypothetical situations. There's a lot of good candidates. My point is the message and the idea that we should be talking about. There's not a consensus yet in our party. There's still, I think, a lack of recognition that if you have tens of millions of people hurting, we're not speaking to them. Donald Trump spoke to them. I’ve got to be blunt about this, Donald Trump – I remember those two-minute ads at the very last day of the campaign in 2016. Trumps ad seemed like a populous message in the good sense of the word populist, that it was speaking to people's pain and challenges. Unfortunately, we could hear in that ad a lot of the negativity we later saw in Donald Trump, a lot of divisiveness too. But on the economic issues, he understood people were hurting, their lives were getting harder, not easier. The next generation's prospects were looking worse than the one before. We need this party to be the party of working people again. We can't do that if we're afraid to say, the wealthy have taken advantage of the system, the system's rigged, and then tell people specific things we'll do for them.
 
Look, if I say to the average American, we're actually going to fix the health care problem, one of the biggest expenses is your life, we're going to find a way to get you guaranteed health care, we're going to get you a way to actually have some time off with your family – cause I’ll tell you, my constituents talk to me about all the changes in their lives that take them away from their own family. There's no time for themselves. There's a time for their loved ones. There's no time for a mental health day. That should be a guarantee. Every other industrialized country in this world provides people at least two weeks of paid vacation, not the United States of America. If the Democrats stood up for something like that, it would change the entire discussion.
 
Tapper: All right. Mayor de Blasio, not ruling out a 2020 bid. Thank you so much for being here. We really appreciate it.
 
Mayor: Thank you, Jake. Appreciate it.
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