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Mayor Bill de Blasio: Good afternoon, everyone. 

Audience: Good afternoon.

Mayor: Alright, we’ve got a lively group. I like that. 

[Laughter]

Thank you to my friend, Assemblyman Robert Rodriguez. Thank you for all you do up here. Thank you for all you do for East Harlem. Let’s give him a big round of applause.

[Applause] 

I’ll be very quick but I want to make sure everyone in this moment in history – I want to make sure everyone is feeling your own power at this moment because I say to people, we went through – some weeks after the election – the November election where people were depressed and people were shocked but now it’s time for people to organize to fight back – to organize to fight back. 

Let me hear you.

[Applause]

And I don’t say that because it’s nice say. I say it because you see it happening all over the country right now – the Women’s March, the day after the inauguration, the largest demonstration after an inauguration in the history of this country – 

[Applause] 

All those people going out to town hall meetings in every corner of this country, fighting to save Obamacare. 

Are you seeing this?

The same tactics used against President Obama are now being used against those who want to repeal Obamacare. That’s powerful.

We see young people in particularly organizing and getting involved like never before.

So, there is a moment here, despite the dangers and the challenges, we do not underestimate what is happening in Washington D.C. There is a moment for us to do the work we do that in many ways is going to be stronger and a greater moment of opportunity than we’ve experienced in years because the people have woken up, they’re paying attention, they’re feeling ownership, and more and more, they’re getting involved. 

Now, labor has to lead the way organizing communities, correct? 

[Applause]

And we have a chance to do that more than ever.

Look, the more people are paying attention, the more they understand that the economy is unfair to working people – people are going to have their health insurance taken away. If they’re going to have all the basics in life in danger, if the right of labor to organize is in danger, that is a danger to all working people. 

So, now we have a chance to do something about it. 

Let’s send a message right here in New York State about where we need to go. While we’re fighting those battles in Washington, let’s be an example. 

So, one thing we’ve got to do – let’s continue the millionaire’s tax here in this state. 

[Applause]

I guarantee all you, all of your members, all of our constituents think it is fair to ask those who have done better than ever – the one percent has done better than ever – it’s fair to ask them to pay their fair share.

Now, there’s a danger there will be big tax cuts in Washington for the wealthy and for corporations. And we got to try and fight that. 

But another thing we can do to even up the score is to pass a mansion tax here in Albany. 

[Applause]

And we need your help. It’s real simple. A mansion tax means if someone sells a home for over two million dollars they pay a little more in taxes. And what does that money go for? Affordable housing for our senior citizens.

[Applause]

If the wealthy pay a little bit more, the mansion tax will allow us to provide affordable housing for 25,000 more senior citizens. Do you believe in that? 

[Applause]

So, I ask everyone, when you’re talking to members of the legislature, let them know how important it is that we pass this mansion tax. 

One more thing – and a lot of you in labor, we’ve stood shoulder to shoulder taking on some of the right-wingers from the hedge funds, some very wealthy folks who’ve thrown a lot of money around. They’ve attacked teachers. They’ve attacked the union movement. And one of the things that they do not want to see happen is that hedge fund managers – some of the richest people in this country – they don’t want to pay the same amount in taxes, the same tax rate as the rest of us. They literally pay a lower tax rate than working people.

There’s a chance for New York to do something about that by closing the carried interest loophole. That simply means that hedge fund millionaires and billionaires should pay the same tax rate as the rest of us. 

Do you agree with that? 

[Applause]

We can win these things.

And I’ll conclude with this point – whenever people tell you what we can’t do, remember the things we already have done. 70,000 kids in New York City in pre-K each day. 

[Applause]

So, feel your power. Remember your power. Aim high. Let’s win in New York State and that will help us win in the whole nation. Thank you and God bless you all. 
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