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Mayor Bill de Blasio: Everybody, I’ve just got to tell you, when I'm in the presence of the Ollis family, I feel something very special. I've gotten to know this family over the years, and they really represent everything that's great and good about Staten Island, and New York City, and America. Let's thank them. Let's thank them. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Bob and Linda, and Kimberly, the whole family – I can tell you personally that any family that sent someone off to war goes through so much. And, for so many families, every day, just a hope and prayer that their loved one will come home. And any family who was blessed enough to have their loved one come home and be whole, count your blessings. In some families, like mine, my dad came home from Okinawa, and, thank God, he was alive, but his life was never the same, because he lost half a leg and he carried the emotional scars. But he still came home and there were good times. And there were some tough times, but there still were those good times. And he still came home. But Ollis family can't say that. And when you go through that kind of pain and you know someone that you love so deeply is not coming back, you can never blame anybody for withdrawing. You can't. You have to understand. You have to support anybody – whatever they're going through, if their feelings tell them they just need to step back from the world, all you can do is love them and support them. But there are these amazing people who take that pain and turn it as best they can into some way to uplift all of us, give us a little more hope and give us a sense that we can do something better together.  
 
So, the reason I honored the Ollis family is not just for who they are as people – because, if you spend time, you know they're good and warm people – but for the strength to carry on Michael's name in such a manner that inspires us all. Again, God bless you. God bless you. 
 
[Applause] 
 
And I also want to note, we talk about heroes. And there are lots of different kinds of heroes, but this is the ultimate kind of hero who will give their life to save another and to protect a comrade in arms no matter what the cost. That someone, worth honoring and remembering. In what he did, Michael brought great honor to his family, to this borough, to this city, to this nation. And this extraordinary, beautiful new boat – if there's any way to honor someone and try just a little to meet that heroism, I hope this is a good example. Synonymous with Staten Island, a place he loved – a ferry boat that means so much to everyone's lives every day. That makes everything else possible for them, but also carries them to safe harbor. That's the oath he took as a soldier and that's what this beautiful boat will do for so many Staten Islanders, for so many New Yorkers every day. If you look at it, you can see it's world-class, it’s top-of-the-line. It is worthy of him.  
 
So, we've been through a lot, all of us, the last year-and a half, but I think it's fair to say – and for all my colleagues here, all the elected officials, I want to thank them for all they do – I think we've all been united, regardless of party, in one common mission this last year-and-a-half to try with all our might to keep people safe. That's what Michael did with all his might, with his whole being – he kept a colleague, he kept a comrade safe. And, in doing that, he showed us the way to live. I wish – I wish we didn't lose him, but his name will now be remembered forever. Thank you. God bless you all.  
 
[Applause] 
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