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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 29, 2016
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

STATEMENT FROM FIRST LADY CHIRLANE MCCRAY ON HHS DRAFT RULE TO INCREASE OPIOID TREATMENT ACCESS

“HHS took an important step forward today by announcing a draft rule to increase the patient limit for qualified physicians who prescribe buprenorphine, a life-saving treatment for opioid addiction. Any measure to increase the availability of medication-assisted treatment is welcome. We must continue to expand access until everyone who needs this medication can get it. When used as prescribed, buprenorphine is safe and effective. In addition, because it can be prescribed by a family doctor, those suffering from addiction can access the medication and stick with treatment more easily. 
 
In New York City, ThriveNYC includes resources to help 1,000 new providers receive the certification necessary to prescribe buprenorphine. ‎We know that outdated regulations have kept far too many people from this medication. That's not acceptable. Too many families continue to lose loved ones to the disease of addiction. We must use every tool available to end this epidemic, and we must continue to work to increase access to evidence-based treatment services to stop the tide of broken lives caused by opioid addiction.”
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