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Spotlight on: Vertical Files: Music

By Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

The Municipal Library vertical files collection includes five folders of clippings on
the topic of music. The date range is from 1935 to 2010. For Beatles lovers, there
is a Newsday article from February 2004, presenting a timeline of their second
day in New York, February 8, 1964, with reader comments. This article was part
of a tribute to the Beatles commemorating the 40th anniversary of their arrival in
New York City. There are also many articles on jazz, classical, theatrical, and

world music.

Here is a listing of popular songs about New York City from 1946:
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# The aldermanic board. Words by

Edward Harrigan, Music by David
Braham., W. A. Pond & co., 1885,

# Autumn in New York, Words and music
by Vernon Duke. MNew York, Harms ine.
193L. (From the musical show "Thumba
vp".)

# The bablies on our block. Words by

Edward Harrigan, Music by Dawvid

il?hu. New York, Wm. A. Pond - Co.
2.

# Baxter Avenue, Words by Edward
Harrigan. Music by David Brahanm,
New York, W. A. Pond & co., 1886,

#The belle of Amenoo A. By Saflford
Waters. WNew York, Howley, Haviland
& co, 1895, (From the musical show
*Toomy Rﬂ‘tu“}

# Belle of Avenue B, (Words In:
Delanay's song book. New York, W,
W. Delaney. 185219227 No. 79.)

# Belle of 1llth St. (Words iny The
singer's journal, by Henry De llaraan,
New York, H. de Marsan. 1B68-71, p.28)

# Belle of Murray Hill. Words hy
Willis Clark. Music by Maurice
Levi. Mew York, Rogers Pros. music
pub. 1899, (From the musical show
"In Wall Street.")

# The dance at Battery Park, (Words in
Loat chords by Douglas Gilbert.

Garden City, Doubleday, Doran & co,
191]2. Pe 16?-}

# Davn of a new day. (Song of the
New York World's fair), Music by
George Gershwin, Weords by Ira
Gershwin. New York, Gershwin pulb,
eo. 1939.

& Duffy*s grand picnic,
Auner, (words only)

# Forty-second street, Words by Al
Tubin, Music by Harry Warren. New
York, M. Witmark & sons, 1932. (from
the film *Forty-second Streetn},

Philadelphia

# A glance at New York. "Written by
mﬂh Purton. Mass,., Farnam. lﬂhﬂ.

* Going home with Nelly after five.
Words by Bd, Harrigan, Music by
David Braham, Mew York, W. A. Pond
& Co., 1883,
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# T happen to like New Y
music by Cole Parter. HNew Y _
inc, 1931, (From the musieal show "The
New Yorkers.®)

& 1 have grown to love Hew York., TWords
by Howard Dletz. WMusie by Vernon Duke.
New York, Sprague-Coleman inc, 19LJ,

# T ups to her and she ups to me. By
Al Hoffman, Al Goodhard and Manny
Kurtz. New York, Olman musiec eorp.
1938,

# If Washington should come to life.
By George M. Cohan. New York, J.
Vogel music co. 1938.

In gay New York, Words by Hugh Merton.
Music by Gustave Kerker, New York,
T. B. Hﬂm:. lﬂ%.

# In good old New York town, Wards
and misic by Paul Dresser, Howley
Haviland and co, 1899,

# Isle de Blackwell. "ords by Fd.
Harrigan, Music by David Braham,
New York, W. A. Pond & co. 1878.

# Just across from Jersey.
David Braham. Words by Edward
Harrigan, tew York, . A. Pond & co,
1863.

Husic by

# Little ¢hurch around the corner.
Words by W. C. Kreusch, Music by
Fred J. Hamill. Chicago, Tempo pub.
€0.y 1901, (From the musical show
"hagic Melody.")

# Meet me at Timea Square. Yords by
Gladys Shelley. Muslc by Irving
Gﬂgtlefl. New York, Mills musiec inc,
19L0.

# Meet me under the maple tree in Radio
City. Words and music by Frank Turner
and Charlea Wynn. New York, J. P. music
eo, 19L2,

# Michael Roys (In: Heart songs. New
York, World Syndicate. 1909, p. L08,
Mso in other collections),

# The midnight squad, Words by Edward
Harrigan, Mualc by David Braham. New
York, . A. Pond & Co. 1888,

# Moon about town. 'ords by E. Y.
Harburg, Music by Dana Suecsae, New
York, Harms inc, 1933. (From the
musical show "Ziegfeld Folliesm 193L)

# Moon over Wulberry Street, Lyric by
Raymond B, Egan. Music by Harry Tierney.
Kew Tﬂ‘:ﬂﬁ. E.B. Marks, 1935- {Fm the
musical show "Moon over Mulberry Streat,"

@ Mulberry Springs. Werds by Bd,
Harrigan, Music by David Braham,
New York, V. A. Pond & co, 1886,

# The preat four hundred., Music by )
David Braham, Worda by Edward Harrig
New York, W. A. Pond & co., 1890, 7

# Available in Jusic Division of New fork Public Library o )94

A brochure about the New York City Housing Authority Symphony Orchestra circa
1972. Members were residents of public housing, NYCHA employees and others.
This is the program from their debut performance.

PREMIERE
PERFORMANCE

New York City Housing Authority
Symphony Orchestra

Karl Hampton Porter, conde o

Sunday, June 4, 1972
3:00 P M.

Mew School for Social Research Awclinerien

GG West 12th Street
Mew York Ciry

Municipal Library Notes Commercial
Organizations in New York City

by Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

The November 1, 1922 issue of Municipal Reference Library Notes features an
article on commercial organizations in New York City. Although their focus was on
developing commerce and business growth in the city, they also made efforts to
improve civic life. The Fifth Avenue Association mentioned in the article was
active in working with lawmakers, officials, and the business community. Activities
included the development of parks, improving traffic and noise conditions,
enforcing laws against beggars and peddlers, and working with the Board of
Estimate on zoning. That year the Fifth Avenue Association presented the first
permanent traffic tower to Mayor John F. Hylan. It was located at Fifth Avenue
and 42nd Street. More was to come, thanks to the Fifth Avenue Association's
fund-raising efforts.

Removar oF Orp Tesmporary Tower axp UnvEILING OF First NEW PERMANENT
Tower; Firrn Avexug axp Forty-seconp Streer, Decemeer 18, 1922

Page Forty-five

The unveiling of the new traffic tower from the Annual Report of the Fifth
Avenue Association for 1922,

New York City Charter

by Pauline Toole, Commissioner, Department of Records and
Information Services

On Election Day this year, New York City voters supported three ballot questions
to amend the City’s Charter and a Statewide Environmental Bond Act.

Charters are frequently termed "the City's Constitution.” The similarity is that the
charters lay out the organization of government and the responsibilities of
officials. The difference is that the City charter has frequently been amended in
whole or in part. Prior to the consolidation of the greater City of New York in 1898,
there were several cities, each with its own charter.

The New York State Municipal Law sets out three ways to amend city charters:
initiative and referendum (which almost never occurs), legislative change, which
frequently happens, and charter revision commissions (also quite frequent).
Changes proposed by commissions must be voted upon by the electorate.

In New York State, City charters have existed since colonial days. The Dutch
government issued a charter in 1657. The first English Governor of New York,
Colonel Richard Nicoll, granted a charter to the residents of New York and
established a mayor, board of aldermen and sheriff. A reprint in the Municipal
Library of the charter issued by English Lieutenant Governor Dongan in 1686
references the predecessor governments and then grants" the mayor aldermen
and commonalty of the said city, all and every such and the same liberties,
privileges, franchises, rights, royalties, free-customs, jurisdictions, and
immunities, which they by the name of the mayor and commonalty, or otherwise,
have anciently had, held, used, or enjoyed."

The first Charter of the City of Brooklyn in the Municipal Library was passed by
the State Legislature on April 17, 1854. It consolidated the town of Bushwick and
the independent cities of Brooklyn and Williamsburgh (sic) into the one City of
Brooklyn. After outlining the boundaries of the various wards, the charter stated
that the legislative powers of the corporation were "vested in a mayor and a board
of aldermen, who together shall form the common council."

Lobby Exhibit at 31 Chambers Street

by Michael Lorenzini, Operations Manager, Department of Records
and Information Services

Among the most stunning features of the magnificent Surrogate's Court/Hall of
Records building are the brilliant blue and gold mosaic ceilings in the side
entrance vestibules. In 1961, the exterior staircase to the eastern entrance was
lopped off when Centre Street was widened, and the vestibule fell into disuse.
Around that time, there were plans to demolish the entire building as part of a
"new" Civic Center proposal. Passage of the Landmarks Preservation law in 1966
saved the building from further insult, and in the 1970s the newly formed
Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) moved its
administrative staff into offices adjacent to this entrance. In the early 1980s, the
agency moved all divisions into the building, with the Municipal Library (then
called the Municipal Reference and Research Center) occupying the other side of
the former Centre Street vestibule.

For years the vestibule was hidden behind a curtain. It is filled with equipment
used for lobby events, such as a stage and folding chairs, as well as cleaning
equipment and supplies. In 2016 we unearthed the original 1980s renovation
plans for the first floor and saw that this space had been assigned to DORIS.
Cleared of junk and cleaned up, DORIS began using the vestibule space for
special exhibits. The first exhibit was a display of material collected after the 9/11
attacks, for the 15th anniversary. Soon after, the space was again closed off
during the 2017/18 restoration of the atrium skylight. In 2019 an exhibit on voting
rights coincided with the 100th anniversary of New York State expanding voting
rights to women. In early 2020 an exhibition opened about "incorrigible" girls
confined in the New York State Training School for Girls. Soon after, the COVID
pandemic mostly closed the building to the public, but in 2022, DORIS installed a
new exhibit highlighting the history of the building, with reproductions of plans and
historic photos. And one case is dedicated to the history of this little nook.
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