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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 19, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO APPEARS LIVE ON HOT 97
 
Ebro Darden: Ebro in the Morning, ladies and gentleman. We saw Mayor de Blasio trending on social media today. So –
 
Peter Rosenberg: I think number one?
 
Laura Stylez: Yeah.
 
Ebro: We reached out to City Hall, because de Blasio is deciding to go hamburger after Donald Trump’s taxes. We have the Mayor on the phone right now – Mayor de Blasio.  
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: You know when – when you have the opportunity to trend that’s when you get invited on Hot 97.
 
Darden: That’s right.
 
[Laughter]
 
Stylez: Good morning, Mayor.
 
Mayor: Good morning, Laura. How are you doing?
 
Darden: Mayor, how are you doing this morning?
 
Mayor: I’m doing well, I’m doing well – and you know this is one of these opportunities to just call it like it is.  This is, you know – its tax day. Everyone has to do their taxes, and everyone has to come to grips with how much they owed in taxes, everything else. And for public servants, you’re supposed to tell the people where you get your money from, how much you paid in taxes, and if you’re not willing to show that to the people, something is wrong.
 
Rosenberg: How did you do in your taxes, by the way, this year, Mayor? 
 
Mayor: Chirlane and I paid a 31 percent rate, and we ended up with very little money in our life, because our son decided to go to college.
 
Darden: And you guys did not qualify for this new free State school stuff? 
 
Mayor: He’s going to a very fine school and we’re very proud of Dante and we are very proud of Chiara. Last year, in fact, there was period when you know, they were both in school together which was an [inaudible] challenge for any family.
 
But, look – you know, I put out my tax forms and I am happy for people to see them. I think the question for Donald Trump is what’s in those tax returns? What are you unwilling to show the public? Is it business ties to Russia? Is it he owes a lot of money, or people you owe you a lot of money, is it you know – there is some kind of decision you’re going to make on taxes or on business policy that’s going to affect your own wealth or your own family? What is going on here?
 
And the part about Russia is the thing that obviously we should be particularly concerned about, because we have growing evidence Russia tried to subvert our election and may have succeeded; but on top of that, what if – what if a lot of it is about his about business dealings with Russia. You know, we don’t know where his money comes from, which has often been alleged to be Russian banks. We don’t know, but everybody who was a nominee of either major party for president for, I think it’s like 30 years, has disclosed their taxes. This is the only guy who hasn’t.
 
Darden: Now Mayor de Blasio, yourself and Trump have several times obviously because he has a place here in the city, and you guys have to make sure that place is safe and obviously he owes our city a bunch because we’ve been paying some overtime and security things for President Trump. You coming out today and basically saying look man, show your taxes, it’s wrong, you shouldn’t be doing this. How does that affect your relationship?
 
Mayor: I keep saying the only way to deal with this guy is from a position of strength, and by being bold and being blunt. He – I don’t think he personally respects weakness, but I would say politically, what has happened over these last few months, is people all over this country rising up to oppose his policies. That is having a huge impact. That’s why the attempt to get rid of Obamacare failed. Those town hall meetings, all the situations where people spoke up – that’s why if he attempts to do a “tax reform” that will basically be a bunch of tax cuts for corporations and the wealthy, I think he’s going to catch hell and a lot of members of Congress are going to catch hell in their district.
 
So, this is very important, this is part of the Democratic process, to oppose him bluntly and strongly and folks who say, ‘Oh don’t offend him’, you know, they’re missing the entire reality. We are not going to get anything done if we’re afraid of offending him.
 
Rosenberg: Now, is there a reason why – I mean, obviously its tax time. So that certainly makes sense for why you would mention it today. But, do you feel also that maybe people are getting distracted by some of the things that are happening internationally and he’s now – he’s sees that he’s about to skate a little bit, the more stuff that is happening with Syria, and North Korea and now missiles.
 
Darden: Mother of all bombs
 
Rosenberg: Was that part of your logic as well?
 
Mayor: No, and I’ll tell you why. I think in the end, the one thing people feel about all that—when you really – not one day but you talk about how people feel over weeks and months. They are very nervous, people in this country on both sides of the aisle – very nervous about us getting militarily involved. They certainly don’t want to see it happening without the Congress making a decision.
 
So, it’s one thing for Trump to have a couple of days where he feels strong and he gets a lot of attention, but if he’s actually going to get us militarily involved in North Korea – which is something generals and leaders on both sides of the aisle have not wanted to see happen for decades – or if he’s going to get us deep into the war in Syria which is an absolute quagmire, that’s a whole different reality. In the end, people care about kitchen table issues. They care about how they’re going to have enough money to pay the rent and for food and for their kid’s education.
 
They care a lot about what they have to pay in taxes and they want to make sure their public servants are in the same boat with them. So, there’s another element of this too. It’s not just that he may be hiding business ties that affect his judgement. It’s also is he even paying the kind of taxes he should? Or is he using the loophole that so many wealthy people have to evade paying taxes? Well, that would should blow his economic populist message if it turned out if this rich guy who inherited wealth from the beginning wasn’t paying his fair share in taxes. I assume that’s one of the number one reasons why he won’t disclose them.
 
Darden: Well, that’s also why I always was very suspicious of the tax return that our friend Rachel Maddow got her hands on courtesy of it being left in someone’s mailbox.
 
Mayor: Yeah – 
 
[Laughter]
 
That was tremendously convenient. And even that, I don’t think for someone of his wealth it was a great example of paying his fair share. But you’re right, that may have been the best year in terms of him paying. There may be plenty of other years where he didn’t pay hardly anything which is true of a lot of rich people.
 
Darden: Well, you throw some big numbers on the page. A layman like me – I’ll be like, “Well, damn, they paid hundreds of thousands of dollars in taxes. Looks like something.” I don’t know the difference –
 
Stylez: Right, right, right.
 
Darden: I’m not doing the percentages. De Blasio, there’s a mayoral candidate also, too, I don’t know if you know this character. Independent candidate Bo Dietl, I think is how you say his name. He’s not putting out his taxes either, but he thinks he can run for mayor of the City. How you feel about that? 
 
Mayor: I think people in this city are smart. They work hard; probably work the hardest of anybody in America and they expect their public servants to be straight with them. And if you’re not willing to tell them where your money comes from and if you paid your fair share of taxes, I don’t think people are going to accept that. I think it’s as simple as that. They want to know the truth. New Yorkers are very blunt. They want to know the truth. If you got something to hide, they sense it very, very quickly.
 
Darden: Now, the next question I have for you Mayor de Blasio with regard to Donald Trump and taxes – do you believe, and it seems like you’re alluding to it, you think he has something to hide?
 
Mayor: It’s inconceivable to me that he is withholding his taxes and going through all this controversy for most of a year now, if there’s nothing to hide. This audit excuse is ridiculous. People are audited all the time and still disclose their taxes. It’s either something like he didn’t pay his fair share in taxes, which I would bet is one of the pieces for sure, or a lot of his money is coming from Russia or he’s got business investments and controversial things or any combination of it.
 
But what is unacceptable is to hide it. And I think what it does is it just fuels the doubt about him. I think a lot of people who supported him – I’ve said this really from my heart – a lot of people who supported him, they were not bad people, you know. I’m sure there were some white supremacists or people I would find reprehensible, but there’s also a lot of very good people who are economically distressed who were fundamentally upset with what was happening in Washington from both parties, and reached out for something they hoped would be change.
 
Those people are now really disappointed. Those people are looking at Donald Trump; he wanted to take away their health insurance, he has not provided them any kind of help, he has stacked his cabinet with millionaires and billionaires, he’s talking about giving tax breaks for the wealthy and corporations and he won’t even disclose his own taxes.
 
You know, I don’t know what he’s thinking but I think he is losing his base every single day.
 
Darden: Well, I think that’s why a lot of these distractions are taking place. 
 
Mayor de Blasio, before we get you off the phone – if you had a press secretary as messy as Sean Spicer, would you fire them?
 
Mayor: Look, there’s no question about that. But I’ll tell you something – not only did we have the most recent episode with Sean Spicer, but I remind people a few weeks before that – African-American man killed in cold blood in this city – Timothy Caughman – killed by a white supremacist who came here to New York City from Maryland to kill black people.
 
Ebro: Yup.
 
And I said it was racism clear and simple – a racist attack, a terrorist attack.
 
Sean Spicer was asked repeatedly, he would not frame it as an act of terror or a racist attack. I think, you know, he’s got problems on lots of fronts and it’s not appropriate for someone like that to be speaking for the President of the United States, who represents the country not just an individual or political figure – represents the country.
 
So, no, he would have been gone a long time ago in my book.
 
Rosenberg: Speaking of press secretaries, it sounds like we got some good news the other day that your former press secretary Karen Hinton is now doing better. Is that right, Mayor?
 
Mayor: That is right, so far, but she’s got a long way to go. Karen is a tough, tough lady. She was an athlete coming up, and thank God for that because she has the physical strength and she has the heart and soul to fight her way through. But she has, still, a ways to go to be out of the woods. But, thank God, so far, from what I’m hearing, there’s real progress and a lot of us are rooting for her. She is a tremendous lady. She is someone who has fought for justice her whole life, you know, grew up in Mississippi and fought against the painful segregationist history of Mississippi in lots of ways, and we just want to see her pull through.
 
Rosenberg: And she is the reason that we have this relationship with you that we’ve had for years, originally dealing with Karen many years ago.
 
Mayor: Yeah. 
 
Rosenberg: So, we want to send her a speedy recovery as well.
 
Mayor: Absolutely. We’re praying for her. 
 
Darden: Mayor de Blasio, any last words before we let you jet because I know you have a busy day today.
 
Mayor: People – my last words are people should stand up across the aisles and to the credit of some Republicans they are. People should stand up and say, ‘We do not accept – we will not accept a president who will not release his tax returns.’ There should be no discussion of tax reform if he won’t release his tax returns. 
 
Rosenberg: Well said.
 
Mayor: And it needs to be a demand everywhere. And if he doesn’t release his tax returns, there’s no way on Earth anyone should vote to reelect him. It’s as simple as that.
 
Rosenberg: And Mayor de Blasio, the next time you “at” me in a Tweet –
 
Mayor: Yeah.
 
Rosenberg: Can you remind all the people who don’t like you and are going to respond about our show that I will come for them.
 
[Laughter]
 
In very profane ways, and I don’t work for City Hall nor do I work for you, and stop talking to me like that. Can you do that for me? 
 
Mayor: I’m going to tweet out, “Ebro don’t play.” 
 
Darden: That’s right. Thank you very much. 
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: Okay.
 
Darden: Give it up for Mayor de Blasio, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
Mayor: Take care, everyone. 
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