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CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

MAYOR DE BLASIO ANNOUNCES CITY HALL LIT ORANGE FOR FINAL DAY OF NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH
 
NEW YORK––Mayor Bill de Blasio today announced New York City will raise awareness for gun violence by lighting City Hall the color orange this evening to honor the final day of National Gun Violence Awareness Month on June 30. In addition to lighting City Hall orange, Mayor de Blasio will host a town hall focused on gun violence in Brooklyn. 
 
“As National Gun Violence Awareness Month comes to a close, we will light City Hall orange in honor of those we have lost to senseless gun violence,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio. “By lighting City Hall orange, we reiterate our pledge to combat gun violence and promote common-sense legislation that will save lives throughout this city and this nation.”
 
In 2013, New York State became the first state in the nation to designate an entire month to raising awareness around the issue of gun violence. Each June, cities, community organizations and New Yorkers across the state work to combat gun violence through annual heightened attention to gun violence and safety. 

“As Gun Violence Awareness Month is coming to an end, we must ensure that the movement does not. Let's hold on to the resolve to fight against gun violence and advocate for the future of our youth. Lighting City Hall orange tonight is a meaningful sign of solidarity with those who have lost loved ones to gun violence. This year alone, we have had more than 25,000 incidents of gun violence in America. This is a serious epidemic that deserves the attention of all. I commend all of the advocates who have been on the front lines fighting this problem, and the elected officials who have put this issue on their radar,” said Council Member Jumaane D. Williams.

“Each day, courageous young women and men throughout New York City known as Violence Interrupters work tirelessly to redirect the momentum of violence in our communities and intervene before gun violence retaliation begins. These incredible people put their lives on the line by stepping into the crossfire to protect their communities, because they have cultivated key relationships and understand through personal experience the daily challenges faced by everyday New Yorkers on the streets. The bold, bright, blazing orange that will illuminate across the façade of City Hall on the last day of Gun Violence Awareness Month signifies that our city has and will continue to stand against violence. We must remember each child, son, daughter and friend that was taken from us by gun-related incidents. As Chair of the Women’s Issues Committee and co-Chair of the Women’s Caucus, I cannot bare to embrace one more mother that has lost their child to senseless gun violence,” said Council Member Laurie A. Cumbo.

“Gun violence is an epidemic that has claimed the lives of Americans across the country and in our own backyards. As Gun Violence Awareness Month draws to a close, I pray we stay vigilant in our efforts to address the danger illegal guns and automatic weapons pose to our community and, as Public Safety Chair, I remain committed to putting an end to the violence in our streets,” said Council Member Vanessa Gibson. “Tonight, City Hall will be lit in orange, signifying New York City’s commitment to ending gun violence, and our thanks to the efforts of our tireless anti-gun violence advocates whose daily on-the-ground work is what makes and keeps this city safe. I thank Mayor de Blasio, the NYPD, the Mayor's Office of Criminal Justice, Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, my Council Colleagues, in particular Council Members Jumaane Williams and Laurie Cumbo, and all of the advocates for their daily commitment to ending gun violence. Peace is a lifestyle and our communities deserve nothing less. Stop Shooting and Start Living!”

"Gun violence isn't an urban issue. It's a public health issue and it’s time for it to be treated as such,” said Shanduke McPhatter, Executive Director and Founder of Gangstas Making Astronomical Community Changes Inc.

"As Gun Violence Awareness month is coming to a close, we at the Queensbridge Cure Violence site acknowledge and appreciate the significance of lighting City Hall orange. As such a strong staple in our city's history, it is essential to be unified toward an intentional future that doesn't know this magnitude of gun violence. Thank you for standing with us to raise the level of awareness regarding this issue," said K Bain Founding program Director of 696 build Queensbridge.

"As the creator of using #orange4peace, it is exciting to see an idea span across the walls of city hall because our city is truly #AllIn4Peace," said Erica Ford, CEO of LIFE Camp.

“The end of Gun Violence Awareness Month represents a time when New York City came together to raise awareness about the crisis of gun violence in urban centers. However, bringing this month to a close does not mean the end of the work. We will continue to provide support and alternatives for those who are at the highest risk of being involved in gun violence,” said A.T. Mitchell, Founder of ManUp, Inc.

“The third annual Gun Violence Awareness Month had the biggest impact yet, but still we mourn the lives lost to guns in our city and continue to work with those families impacted by gun violence. While we celebrate New York City being the safest in decades, we must recognize the incredible work of those who are part of New York City’s Crisis Management System. The work being done by brave men and women in the grassroots movement is a model for the country on community empowerment,” said Tamika D. Mallory, co-Chair, Gun Violence Awareness Month.
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