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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 29, 2016
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

STATEMENT FROM MAYOR DE BLASIO ON FCC VOTE ON CHANGES TO WIRELESS EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM

“We applaud the Federal Communication Commission for voting to approve changes to the Wireless Emergency Alert system, including expansion of the character limit from 90 to 360, support of embedded URLs and phone numbers, improved geotargeting, support of transmission of alerts in Spanish, and the creation of a new alert classification for public safety messages. 
 
These new rules will improve our public safety officials' ability to send critical information to the public during an emergency. But there is still more work to do. We will continue to advocate for further improvements – supporting more languages, embedding photos and multimedia, and more accurate geotargeting for WEA messages – to ensure these alerts are as effective, efficient and life-saving as they have the potential to be.”
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