Drawing the Line between Social
Activism and Chapter 68
Political Activity






Canl go to a protest? |






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes!  Chapter 68 does not limit your ability to express your first amendment freedoms.  That was an easy one. 


id to protest?

Canl get pa






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wrong! The answer is “sure.”  You may get paid to protest but keep in mind our moonlighting rules: do it on your own personal time with your own personal resources.  Plus there’s the slightest chance you’ll need a waiver so when in doubt,  call us. 


Can | clock out of work
early and go to a protest?






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under Chapter 68 you can use your leave time for any activity, even paid activity, as long as your activities comport with the conflicts of interest law.  


Can | tell the people | work |
with about the protest?







Can | tell my subordinates I
about the protest?






Presenter
Presentation Notes
We think telling your subordinates about the fact that there is a protest is likely okay.  You should not, however, ask your subordinates to come along with you.  This is an example of how social activism may overlap into prohibited political activities, especially depending on the context of your work and the subject of the protest.



Can | tell private individuals .
| deal with about the
protest?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
No! That’s right, no. Public servants are tasked with serving the public, not a certain political agenda. Your private clients and the private people you work with should be able to trust that you are doing your job for the entire public, free from your personal political leanings.


Can we represent the I
agency at the protest?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now this kind of depends.  You going out there solo with a sign that says “DCA thinks this guy in office is dumb” is a flat no, you can’t do that. I can think of two possibilities where the answer might be yes: (1) at a general policy rally, say DEP represents at a climate change rally.  But this of course would require high level approvals, and (2) at a union rally, but this would also need agency approval. 


Can | use a City permanent I
marker to make a protest
sign at work?






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Okay, look.  Is the COIB enforcement unit going to come after you for this?  No.  What we want to make clear is that Chapter 68 prohibits the  use of City time and resources for ANY non-City purpose.  While you can use a City marker to write your name on your lunch bag, we want people to think about what may or may not cross a line and also, what kinds of activities are slippery slopes.


Can | write “My City boss, I
Mr. Burns, is doing a bad
job” on a protest sign?






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, there’s no Chapter 68 rule about that, unless you were to write something confidential on the sign.


Can | go to a protest
against a City policy or the I

Mayor?
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Can | be interviewed about I
the protest on the news?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, though as pictured here, Chief Wiggum would only be able to give a statement related to his official police work. 


If |1 get arrested at the protest,
can | tell my arresting officer
that 1 work for the City?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
That’s right!  You may not use your City position or title for a personal benefit.  Not getting arrested is definitely a personal benefit.  You may disclose your City position only if your are directly asked by the police. 


Political Activities: a one-act play



“| think President Stump & Mayor
McCheesio belong to the same ill-
fitting suit club”
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