
When New Yorkers Move Out of New York City Where Do They Go?

Destinations of Households Moving from New York City in 2012

Alaska 0.1%  and Hawaii  0.2% of moving households.
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Top Destinations by Income Range, 2008 and 2012

Top 12 Destination States

All Mover 
Households

Mover Households with 
Real Income<$500,000

Mover Households with 
Real Income>$500,000

2012 2008 2012 2008 2012

New York 21.1% 19.4% 20.8% 25.2% 41.8%
New Jersey 13.3% 14.5% 13.1% 14.8% 22.4%
Florida 10.3% 11.6% 10.4% 2.6% 2.0%
California 8.0% 8.0% 7.9% 21.1% 9.2%
Pennsylvania 6.4% 6.4% 6.5% 0.0% 1.6%
Texas 4.4% 3.3% 4.4% 0.8% 4.4%
Massachusetts 3.4% 3.5% 3.4% 6.0% 2.0%
North Carolina 3.3% 4.3% 3.4% 0.0% 0.0%
Connecticut 2.9% 3.9% 2.7% 7.4% 12.2%
Illinois 2.6% 1.7% 2.6% 7.8% 0.0%
Virginia 2.6% 2.5% 2.6% 0.4% 1.5%
Georgia 2.5% 3.9% 2.5% 5.4% 0.0%
All Other States 19.3% 17.1% 19.6% 8.5% 3.0%
Total Mover Households 124,300 140,000 122,100 2,700 2,200
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•	 Twenty-one percent of the households that moved out of New York City in 2012 moved within New York State—either to the city’s suburbs or further upstate. 
And almost 42 percent of high-income households moving out of New York City moved within the state in 2012.

•	 In second place was New Jersey—the destination of just over 13 percent of households moving out of New York City with incomes less than $500,000 and 22 
percent of households with incomes over $500,000 in 2012.

•	 Florida was the destination of more than 10 percent of the households moving out of New York City in 2012, making it the third most popular destination.  
Given the state’s popularity among retirees, it is perhaps unsurprising that the share of high-income households relocating to Florida was relatively small—just 
2 percent of those who moved in 2012.

•	 High-income New Yorkers were no more or less likely to move than other households in 2012. The share of high-income households that moved, 1.8 percent, 
was just equal to the share of city households with high incomes.

•	 The destinations of households moving out of New York City with incomes under $500,000 looked very similar when comparing 2008 and 2012. But the 
destination of high-income households looked quite different. In 2012, a higher proportion of moving households stayed relatively close to the city—New York, 
New Jersey, and Connecticut—compared with 2008. 
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SOURCES: 2008 and 2012 three-year Public Use Microdata Sample data from the U.S. Census Bureau
NOTE: 2008 is a weighted sample of data from 2006 through 2008. Similarly, 2012 covers 2010 through 2012. Only households moving within the U.S. are shown.


