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NYC Department of Sanitation Installs “Smart Bins” for Compost in Astoria 

 

Along with separate pilot in Lower Manhattan, first effort to test new technology to divert 

food scraps 

 

December 10, 2021 – NEW YORK The New York City Department of Sanitation, the nation’s 

largest municipal waste organization, this week installed 16 pioneering “Smart Bins” to collect 

food scraps in Astoria, Queens. Along with a similar pilot launched by Alliance for Downtown 

New York in Lower Manhattan this week, these bins are the first test of an effort to allow round-

the-clock drop-off of compostable material. 

 

DSNY collects 12,000 tons of trash and recycling each day, and up to a third of the waste stream 

may be compostable. When sent to a landfill, instead of becoming high-quality reusable soil, this 

material emits methane and contributes to climate change. 

 

“Whether it’s the steady roll-out of curbside composting, the addition of more community-based 

food scrap drop off sites, or these new Smart Bins, DSNY is committed to getting compostable 

material out of landfills. We are excited to see how these new bins perform, and urge everyone 

who lives or works near one to give them a try,” said Edward Grayson, Commissioner of the 

New York City Department of Sanitation. 

 

These new bins will be opened by a key-card by residents who sign up to use them, ensuring that 

only compostable material is placed inside. A full map of the locations and information on how 

to sign up can be found at smartcompost.nyc. 

   

About the New York City Department of Sanitation 

The Department of Sanitation (DSNY) keeps New York City healthy, safe and clean by 

collecting, recycling and disposing of waste, cleaning streets and vacant lots, and clearing snow 

and ice. The Department operates 59 district garages and manages a fleet of more than 2,000 

rear-loading collection trucks, 450 mechanical brooms and 705 salt spreaders. The Department 

clears litter, snow and ice from approximately 6,500 miles of City streets and removes debris 

from vacant lots as well as abandoned vehicles from City streets. 
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