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CURRENT MEMBERS
NYC Agenc y Members

Representa tives from NYC Department of Build ings 
(c o-c ha ir): Sa lva tore Agostino, Sarah Desmond ; NYC 
Department of Housing Preservation & Development 
(c o-c ha ir): Martha  Weithman, Grac e Defina , Tawanda  
Hamilton; NYC Department of Environmental 
Protec tion: Mark Page, Ra jeshwar Harila ll, Rona ld  
Vaughan; NYC Department of Health & Mental 
Hygiene : Andrew Fac iano

Mayora l Appo intees

Emily Goldstein (Assoc ia tion for Neighborhood  & Housing 
Development), Rolando Guzman (St. Nic k?s Allianc e), 
Rac hel Nager (Brooklyn Lega l Servic es), Emilio Paesano 
(Mob iliza tion for Justic e).

NYC Counc il Appo intees
Sam Chiera  (Communities Resist), Yona tan Tadele 
(Cooper Sq uare Committee), Vac anc ies (3).

HIGHLIGHTS
- Task Forc e on Construc tion in Oc c up ied  Multip le 

Dwellings c onvened  in Marc h 2019 under Loc a l Law 
151 of 2017.

- Met 18 times over the past 4.5 years. 

- Conduc ted  an assessment of c urrent agenc y 
p rac tic es 

- For the assessment, used  build ings with ac tive 
c onstruc tion, identified  by the tenant advoc a te task 
forc e members, as c ase stud ies to eva lua te the 
c ollec tive response of the agenc ies and  to examine 
ways in whic h c ollabora tive efforts c ould  be 
improved . 

- Case stud ies build ings selec ted  inc lude
- Round  1:  221 East 10 Street, MN; 272 Stagg Street, 

BK; 1549 Deka lb  Avenue, BK
- Round  2: 232 Stanhope Street, BK; 57 Herbert 

Street, BK; 312 Manha ttan Avenue, MN
- Tenant rep resenta tives a t 312 Manha ttan 

Avenue, BK a ttended  the 12/ 14/ 2023 meeting .

- Submitted  annua l rec ommenda tions to the Mayor 
and  the NYC Counc il to improve interagenc y 
c oopera tion on 2/ 2021, 3/ 2023, and  3/ 2024.



RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Ac c ess to Tenant Protec tion Plans in DOB NOW.

a. Bac kground :  Currently, while the TPP is viewab le in the DOB NOW Pub lic  Porta l, the 
pub lic  c annot p rint the online fillab le DOB NOW TPP form.

b. Rec ommendation:  Make the TPP in the DOB NOW Pub lic  Porta l p rintab le.

2. Public ly ac c essib le build ing data

a. Bac kground :  Build ing  information da ta  tha t is pub lic ly ac c essib le va ries by c ity 
agenc y. Eac h agenc y makes c erta in da ta  ava ilab le on its respec tive website.  For 
examp le, DOB provides information on its website rela ted  to filings, vio la tions, 
inspec tion outc omes, and  req uired  sa fety filings. DOB has a lso transitioned  to DOB 
NOW to a llow app lic ants to file online. HPD provides information online on viola tions, 
litiga tion sta tus, vac a te orders and  Emergenc y Repa ir Prog ram, among other 
information. DEP c urrently p rovides pub lic  ac c ess via  p remise address searc hes for (1) 
a ir pollution eq uipment permits (boilers and  industria l eq uipment); (2) Construc tion 
Noise Mitiga tion Plans and  (3) Alterna tive Noise Mitiga tion Plans through the DEP 
webpage. Asbestos Projec t Notific a tion form information is c urrently ava ilab le on NYC 
Open Da ta . Ac c ess to DEP and  DOHMH rec ords online is more limited , in pa rt due to 
HIPAA req uirements rela ted  to lead  pa int poisoning. 

b. Rec ommendation:  The Task Forc e supports Mayor Adams? p roposa l, MyCity tha t will 
make information from ind ividua l c ity agenc ies ac c essib le under a  sing le (c entra l) 
porta l/ p la tform and  expand  ac c essib le information.

i. In the short term, DOHMH is making new da ta  ava ilab le on c omp la int response to 
reports of unc onta ined  c onstruc tion dust in c ommon a reas of build ings. This da ta  
will be ava ilab le to searc h via  NYC Open Da ta  and  through Servic e Request Status 
searc hes.

ii. In response to the Task Forc e rec ommenda tions, DEP launc hed  an Asbestos Control 
Prog ram (ACP) pub lic  information porta l p rojec t tha t inc ludes a ll c urrent asbestos 
p rojec t notific a tion forms (ACP-7) and  asbestos assessment reports (ACP-5 forms). 

3. Tenant Harassment Prevention Task Forc e (THPTF) Build ing Selec tion Criteria

a. Bac kground : Due to market c hanges, renewa l of the rent laws and  other externa l 
fac tors, the ind ic a tors for a t-risk build ings may c hange over time. THPTF?s MODA 
selec tion c riteria  should  therefore be period ic a lly reviewed  to ensure it is ta rgeted  to 
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the most a t-risk build ings, g iven c hang ing externa l fac tors.

b. Rec ommendation: Task Forc e on Construc tion in Oc c up ied  Multip le Dwellings sha ll 
review the THPTF build ing  selec tion c riteria  annua lly.  The annua l review will inc lude an 
ana lysis of outc omes by selec tion c riteria  and  input from housing agenc ies with 
respec t to 'on the g round ' trends, etc . The Task Forc e will extend  invita tions to one 
representa tive from up  to five loc a l housing organiza tions to d isc uss rec ent trends.  
Fina lly, eac h agenc y should  ind ividua lly review its respec tive MODA selec tion c riteria  
to ensure the ac c urac y of, inc lusion of newly c rea ted  c omp la int c odes and  
rec ommend  new ind ic a tors annua lly.

4. Quarterly THPTF meetings to Review Inspec tion Results

a. Bac kground : Following a  THPTF inspec tion, eac h agenc y takes follow-up  ac tion based  
on their jurisd ic tion and  business p roc esses whic h may a llow for a  period  of owner 
c omp lianc e. However, it is d iffic ult to know if other agenc y issues were addressed  by 
the owner following the inspec tion and / or if the THPTF should  return to the build ing  for 
an add itiona l inspec tion.

b. Rec ommendation: The THPTF will c onvene a  q uarterly meeting  of agenc y THPTF 
partic ipants to review inspec tion outc omes of build ings inspec ted  tha t q uarter.  Eac h 
agenc y will p resent inspec tion outc omes and  a  determina tion as to whether or not 
the owner has taken steps to c omp ly with their agenc y?s viola tions/ c ita tions. The team 
will d isc uss next steps and  determine a  lead  agenc y for fo llow-up .  

5. Wider d istribution of Tenant Educ ation materia ls

a. Bac kground :  The inspec tors of eac h c ity agenc y c ome in c ontac t with hundreds of 
NYC tenants da ily. Eac h interac tion p resents a  uniq ue opportunity to d istribute tenant 
educ a tion materia ls for tenants who may otherwise not rec eive this information.  The 
c ha llenge is tha t inspec tors have limited  means to c a rry b roc hures (i.e., DOHMH travel 
by subway, others have a  d ifferent c a r eac h day, limiting  the ab ility to c a rry any 
agenc y?s b roc hures). Add itiona lly, if d istributing  b roc hures from another c ity agenc y, 
the inspec tor would  need  to ensure tha t it is c urrent.

b. Rec ommendation:  Develop  a  One Pager or sma ller c a rd  with a  QR c ode for a ll City 
agenc ies tha t will be d istributed  by a ll agenc y inspec tors. The purpose of the 
doc ument/ linked  information to the QR c ode is to p rovide c onc ise information about 
c ommon issues tha t eac h agenc y addresses, information about how to make a  
c omp la int to tha t agenc y, suggest keywords to use when c a lling  311, and  p rovide a  
b rief desc ription about wha t happens a fter a  c omp la int is made. Add itiona lly, 
d istribute eac h agenc y?s b roc hures a t THPTF inspec tions.  



6. Inter-agenc y Trainings for Issues with Multi-agenc y Jurisdic tions

a. Bac kground :  Many housing-rela ted  issues have c omponents tha t c ross multi-agenc y 
jurisd ic tions. Agenc y sta ff may lac k knowledge of wha t steps have been taken by 
other agenc ies and  their p roc esses.

b. Rec ommendation:  Offer period ic  inter-agenc y tra inings on relevant top ic s for 'on the 
g round ' sta ff. Period ic a lly review/ c la rify eac h agenc y?s p roc edures regard ing:

i. Asbestos (DEP/ DOB)

ii. Lead  (DOHMH/ HPD/ DOB)

iii. Noise (DEP/ DOB)

iv. Eg ress (HPD/ DOB)

7. Text revision of Loc al Law 116 of 2019 related to 72 Hour Notifications.

a. Bac kground :  Current notic e req uirements sta te tha t an owner must notify DOB at least 
72-hours prior to the c ommenc ement of work. In p rac tic e, owners notify DOB 
prematurely; Inspec tors repea ted ly a rrive a t sites to find  work has not yet sta rted .

b. Rec ommendation:  In an effort to inc rease effic ienc y, DOB rec ommends the following 
c hange to 3303.10.2 for more p rec ise notific a tions:  ?3303.10.2 Inspections of Tenant 
Protection Plan. The owner sha ll notify the department in writing [a t least] not earlier 
than 72 hours, but a t least 24 hours prior to the commencement of any work requiring 
a  tenant protection plan ? ?

8. Text revision of Loc al Law 116 of 2019 related to 180-day re-inspec tion.

a. Bac kground :  Currently inspec tors a re req uired  to inspec t a t the sta rt of work, and  then 
aga in a t 180-day interva ls until the work is c omp lete.  Many of the sma ll to mid -size 
jobs in multip le dwellings a re c omp leted  within the 180-days. The re-inspec tion interva l 
is too long, as Inspec tors often find  the worksite c losed  and  work c omp lete a t the time 
of inspec tion.

b. Rec ommendation:  Allow follow-up  inspec tion(s) a t a  shorter interva l than 180-days, as 
follows: ?3303.10.2 Inspections of Tenant Protection Plan. The owner sha ll notify the 
department in writing not more than 72 hours, but not less than 24 hours prior to the 
commencement of any work requiring a  tenant protection plan. The department sha ll 
conduct an inspection of 10 percent of such sites within seven days a fter the 
commencement of such work to verify compliance with the tenant protection plan. 
The Department sha ll conduct follow up inspections of such sites every within 180 days 
until such construction is completed to verify compliance with the Building Code and 



Tenant Protection Plan. Thereafter, the Department sha ll conduct an inspection within 
10 days of receipt of a  compla int concerning such work until such construction is 
completed.?

9. Text revision to Loc al Law 159 of 2017 related to servic e requirements of the Safe 
Construc tion Bill of Rights (SCBR).

a. Bac kground :  Currently the SCBR must be posted  on eac h floor or served  upon eac h 
oc c up ied  unit while the Tenant Protec tion Plan Notic e (TPPN) must be posted  on eac h 
floor and  served  upon eac h oc c up ied  unit. The d ifferent servic e req uirements of the 
two req uired  doc uments c auses c onfusion for owners and  tenants.  The 
rec ommenda tion is to c hange the servic e p rovision for the SCBR to mirror tha t of the 
TPPN for purposes of c la rity.  Add itiona lly, servic e upon eac h ind ividua l oc c up ied  unit 
is d iffic ult to asc erta in for an inspec tor.

b. Rec ommendation:  Make the following c hange to the Housing Ma intenanc e Code: 
?§27-2009.2 (b). Notice. 1. Contemporaneously with an applica tion for a  permit for 
work not constituting minor a ltera tions or ordinary repa irs, contemporaneously with the 
owner?s notifica tion of the department that an emergency work permit is being 
sought, or, for new buildings, immedia tely upon applica tion for a  temporary certifica te 
of occupancy, the owner of a  multiple dwelling sha ll (i) distribute a  notice, titled the 
?Safe Construction Bill of Rights,? to each occupied dwelling unit or  and (ii) post such 
notice, in a  conspicuous manner in the building lobby, adjacent to the posted notice 
required pursuant to chapter 11 of title 26 of the code, and on every floor within 10 
feet of every elevator bank, or, in a  building with no elevator, within 10 feet of or inside 
every main sta irwell.?
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