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NYC Sanitation Announces Second Installation of ‘Clean Curbs’
Waste Containerization Pilot

Sealed Containers will now hold trash bags in Brooklyn Heights; Pilot will
expand to include all five boroughs

Department also announces second round of grants available to Business Improvement Districts
and Community-Based Development Organizations for Clean Curbs projects

The familiar sight of trash bags on the sidewalk will soon be far less frequent in Brooklyn
Heights, as the NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) announced its second installation of
sealed trash containers in its Waste Containerization Pilot. Following a similar installation in
Times Square this spring, DSNY worked with the Montague Business Improvement District to
install sealed bins at three locations in Brooklyn Heights: 187 Henry St., 113-117 Montague St.,
and 168 Montague St.

“Borough by borough, neighborhood by neighborhood, this pilot program is expanding so that
we can continue to learn how sealed waste containers perform in a variety of settings,” said
NYC Sanitation Commissioner Jessica S. Tisch. “New Yorkers want cleaner sidewalks and
cleaner curbs, and this pilot brings us a significant step toward that goal. We will be looking at
data here and throughout the five boroughs to see what works to enable us to take our streetscape
back from mountains of black bags.”

“Thanks to the Clean Curbs program hosted by the NYC Department of Sanitation and
Department of Transportation, the Montague Street Business Improvement District is grateful to
pilot the program for other organizations around New York City, said Kate Chura, Executive
Director of the Montague Street Business Improvement District. “The bins are made of very
durable materials and most importantly are rodent proof. We’ve been able to keep trash bags off
the sidewalk and have expanded our plantings along Montague Street. We continue to get praise
and thanks from the businesses and the community.”

“It’s long past time to end the stacks of garbage bags strewn across our streets and the Clean
Curbs Containerization program is the answer we have been waiting for! I'm thrilled to see these
beautiful bins on Montague Street. Our garbage never looked so good! I'm excited to help bring
garbage containerization solutions citywide,” said Council Member Lincoln Restler.
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Employees of the Montague BID currently monitor and empty corner litter baskets throughout
the district, leaving the full bags on the curbs for collection by DSNY Sanitation Workers. Under
the new pilot, the new containers will act as a centralized site to hold bags in a sealed atmosphere
prior to collection. NYC Sanitation Workers will collect the bags from the locked and sealed
containers on the street, freeing up sidewalk space for pedestrians.

These new containers — as well as the Times Square containers — mark the first steps of a $1.3
million pilot program announced by Mayor Eric Adams in April. The program tests methods for
getting garbage bags off sidewalks — which in turn will reduce the convergence of rodents,
improve aesthetics, and take back parts of city streetscape currently overburdened by piles of
trash — and will include possible tests in business improvement districts (BID) and for both
residential and commercial waste. Additional installations of other types are expected in the
remaining Boroughs over the next several months.

Additionally, the Department is accepting grant applications from Business Improvement
Districts and Community-Based Development Organizations for Clean Curbs projects. The
agency will reimburse BIDs and CBDOs up to $20,000 for rodent-proof Clean Curbs containers
and has already provided over $100,000 in funding so far to entities throughout the City. NYC
Sanitation will guide grant recipients through the straightforward steps leading to installation and
operation. While the initial pilot program is ongoing, the Department hopes the addition of the
grant program will make containerization an option for additional neighborhoods, including
those that may be traditionally underserved. For more information about the grant program, click
here.

For more information on the Clean Curbs initiative, visit nyc.gov/cleancurbs.

About the Department of Sanitation

The Department of Sanitation (DSNY) keeps New York City healthy, safe and clean by
collecting, recycling and disposing of waste, cleaning streets and vacant lots, and clearing snow
and ice. The Department operates 59 district garages and manages a fleet of more than 2,000
rear-loading collection trucks, 450 mechanical brooms and 705 salt spreaders. The Department
clears litter, snow and ice from approximately 6,500 miles of City streets and removes debris
from vacant lots as well as abandoned vehicles from City streets. The Department runs a
portfolio of programs and facilities to help New Yorkers more sustainably manage waste.
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