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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT POLICE ACADEMY GRADUATION CEREMONY

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you. Well, I want to start with the two most important words that can be said today – congratulations, officers. 

[Applause]

You all have worked so hard for this day and you’ve reached a pinnacle already. You worked so hard. You studied so hard. You trained so hard. You persevered to be able to earn the opportunity to be a member of the greatest police force in the world. What a credit to all of you that you’ve made it. 

[Applause]

Now, the NYPD is a special organization in every sense, and when we have this graduation ceremony, we do it in one of the great arenas on the Earth, here, in Madison Square Garden. 

Now, I want to just say a special note to all of you in this graduating class who may be Ranger fans or Knick fans – although, nowadays, not many people admit they’re Knick fans – but, if you’re a Ranger fan or a Knick fan, you are on the floor where you have seen your heroes play. And now, you’re the heroes we’re celebrating.

[Applause]

Now, no one gets there on their own. So, you’ve got parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, cousins, aunts, uncles – everyone around you helped make it happen. Let’s celebrate them as well – congratulations to all the family members.

[Applause]

Family members, it’s your day to celebrate too. So, we know that family has always played a very big role in the NYPD – the family members who stand by you and support you getting here, and then they’re going to stand by you every step of the way throughout your career. We also know the NYPD has an extraordinary family tradition – that this profession is passed down through families with such reverence. And I want to give you one example today that’s just extraordinary, and shows how deep a family can feel a commitment to the NYPD.

One of our graduates today, Officer William Credle Jr. – let me tell you about how he is walking in the footsteps of family members who joined the NYPD ahead of him. And, in this case, he’s walking in the footsteps of a generation of very strong NYPD women. And here they are – first, I would like to congratulate Officer Credle’s mother, Chief Juanita Holmes – congratulations to you. 

[Applause]

And his four aunts – that is correct, four aunts who are on the job or have been – Captain Janice Holmes, Retired Sergeant Bernice Holmes, Sergeant Estella Holmes, and Sergeant Selena Holmes. Congratulations to the Holmes family.

[Applause] 

It’s also a day to congratulate and thank the leadership of the NYPD because this department just keeps getting better, and all thanks go to the leadership. Thank you to Commissioner Bill Bratton, Chief Jimmy O’Neill – all the leadership of the NYPD up here today.

[Applause]

And a special thank you and acknowledgment to the Bronx DA, Darcel Clark. Thank you to the Chair of the Public Safety Committee in the City Council, Councilmember Vanessa Gibson; and the President of the PBA, Pat Lynch. Thanks very much to everyone. 

[Applause] 

Today, this city gains 1,257 new police officers. It’s an amazing step forward for New York City.

[Applause]

Commissioner Bratton is the most accomplished police leader in America. He also has tremendous knowledge of the police force in this country. I think he could tell you, probably from memory, how many cities in this country don't even have 1,257 police officers in total. And this is just one graduating class for this extraordinary police force. 

We have strength in numbers now, and we’ve been adding to that strength. And you’ve also received the finest training that this police force has ever offered. You’ve literally been the recipients of the most sophisticated, most advanced training of any class. You are going to do something amazing for the people of this city. 

Now, the size of this class directly correlates to a commitment made. And I want to thank Chair Gibson, and all the members of the City Council, because they worked very hard last year to increase the size of the police force. And we came to a plan that, in addition to adding new officers through civilianization efforts as well, by the end of this year, the NYPD will have 2,000 more officers on patrol than we did just a couple of years ago – 2,000 more officers for this city. 

[Applause]

The first increase in the NYPD in 15 years – and that’s going to make this whole city safer, and that’s going to help you to keep each other safe as well. That’s an investment that was so important to make. This class – this historic moment – this class completes the commitment that we made with the City Council to increase the number of officers. You are the ones who are bringing this police force up to a stronger level. 

And you are extraordinary in many ways as a class. 98 of you – and I want to offer my very special thanks and commendation to you – 98 of you have already served our city and our country in the Armed Forces. Thank you for that commitment. 

[Applause]

You’re also an example of something that is quintessentially New York. You know, around the world, there is so many conflicts and troubles, people dividing along lines of faith or ethnicity – in this city we’ve worked so hard over years and years to be one people. Well, this class reflects all of New York City. 
 
This class in harmony reflects all the neighborhoods, all the peoples, all the waves of immigration that have made this city great. 
 
Almost 20 percent of you are women as well. And that shows the advance of this NYPD.
 
[Applause]
 
And by embodying the diversity of this city, we get the best of every community, we get the ability to connect to every community, to deepen our commitment to real neighborhood policing where community members help officers to do their job – share information, support them, and feel supported by their officers. 
 
This is part of innovation, and it’s a watch-word of Commissioner Bratton’s leadership to constantly innovate. I say it frequently, and I want you to hear – I’ve never met anyone who has more right to rest on laurels than Bill Bratton. But Bill Bratton refuses to rest on his laurels. Every time we talk, he’s searching for the next innovation, the next way to make this great force even greater. 
 
And you saw it in the training, and you’ll see in many other things you’ll experience. That is why we are the safest big city in America, and that is why we are getting safer. 
 
You are coming along at an ideal time – a force that is succeeding more and more, innovating more and more, is proving its abilities more every day. And you’re going to be change agents. You’re going to be the next generation that makes us better, that bonds police and community in a way we’ve never seen before. 
 
You are going to be part of that generation that will look back on in years and say, we’re the generation who brought policing to the next level. 
 
Now, you’re going to have a lot of allies. And I will give you an example – last night I was at a town hall meeting in East Flatbush in Brooklyn. And what I heard from community leaders, from the clergy, from the police precinct council – what I heard from all of the activists in the Cure Violence movement, including some individuals who had taken the wrong path earlier in their life and reformed, and now are standing shoulder-to-shoulder with the NYPD to fight crime, to deescalate, to help young people to go on the right path. 
 
You’re going to have a lot of people at the community level who see themselves as your partners, who want you to succeed. Build those relationships. Deepen those alliances. It will make this a better city, and it will keep you safe and the people you serve safe. 
 
You know, we have, of course, another reality we face in this city. And it’s different here, almost, than in any other place in the country. I met with a group of mayors from around the country just a week ago, and when we talk about the threat of terror, here we take it with a different understanding than almost any place else because we lived it on 9/11.
 
We have been in a constant state of vigilance as a city for 15 years. We don’t decide one day to be vigilant and then other days we let our guard down. We are in a constant state of vigilance, and you need to be in a constant state of vigilance too. It’s a complicated world, and yes, there are many threats. 
 
And there are people who are absolutely committed to undermining our values. When we see these attacks of terror around the world, it’s not just an effort to harm the people who were there at Istanbul Airport, for example. It is much more a case of psychological warfare – an effort by the terrorists to shake out confidence, to undermine our belief in our society, to get us to turn away from our values. That’s what they’re really trying to do. They’re trying to sow confusion and make us less-believers in everything we stand for in this country.
 
We will not let that happen. 
 
We will not be intimidated. 
 
And you will be in an environment that’s complicated, but you’ll also be on the front line of proving that the American way of life, and democracy, and tolerance, and understanding will win the day. You will help to prove that. 
 
Remember this city is a beacon. People look to this city from all over the world. People wish they could come here. People look at us with such respect. And because we’re a society of every kind of people, and because we’re a city that works, we are the proof that the terrorists are wrong and that people can live in harmony. 
 
You will be the protectors of those values. You’ll prove that we can get it right.
 
To help you do that we have created, for the first time in the history of New York City, the Critical Response Command – 500-plus officers, highly-trained, highly-armed prepared to prevent terror – the largest and most effective anti-terror force of any police department in this country will be standing side-by-side with you. 
 
And we know this city will be in the crosshairs, and we have been, as I said for 15 years – but we also know the NYPD knows how to thwart the plots, knows how to gather the intelligence, knows how to prevail. Over 20 plots directed at this city or originating in this city – over 15 years – and the NYPD has stopped every single one. 
 
[Applause]
 
So, the bottom line is you’re joining a winning team. You’re joining a winning team and you’re going to help it go farther – and for you to do that, we have to keep you safe. 
 
And I want to offer this message to all the family members, all the loved ones who are here. This city is devoted to keeping these good, young men and women safe. We are committed to your safety which is why we have the newest bulletproof vests now, which is why you’ve gone through more training than officers of previous years went through – and you will keep getting additional training to help you be the best you can be – which is why we have new technology, those smartphones, and ShotSpotter, and so many other examples; which is why there’s 2,000 more officers because one of the greatest ways we can keep you safe is to make sure that the officers are there to back you up. 
 
So, we’re committed to you and we know you’re committed to this city.
 
[Applause]
 
And I’ll conclude with this – over the years, you will do things that will change people’s lives. You don’t know when, you don’t know how but you can say with assurance there may come a day when you save a life. And for an entire family, everything thereafter will be different. 
 
There may be a day when you save someone from injury. There may be a day when you stop a conflict. Whatever it is, you’ll have an impact that will be lasting. You’ll be an example of a ripple of hope that will uplift everyone. Not only will you have done something for your fellow human, for your fellow New Yorker, you’ll be an example of the good in the world.
 
I hope you feel in your hearts what a privilege that is to be the difference maker. And we certainly feel it’s a privilege to have you join this police force. 

It is not an easy job. It’s not for the faint of heart. It’s not a simple job. There are many other choices you could have made. You didn’t make the easy choice, you made the noble choice. 
 
So, on behalf of eight-and-a-half million New Yorkers, I say thank you. Thank you and God bless you all. 
 
[Applause] 
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