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SECTOR-SPECIFIC IMPACTS

 Water and Waste (Includes Parks Department)
Te

m
p

er
at

u
re

, 
H

ea
tw

av
es

 &
 C

ol
d

 E
ve

n
ts

Hotter summers would
result in longer growing seasons and greater plant water uptake, leading to less water in reservoirs and
increased likelihood of droughts

place strain on equipment & machinery, increasing need for maintenance and reduce lifetimes

increase the need for cooling of machinery

More frequent and intense heat waves, and hot summer days would
increase water demand, including for recreational uses

create water pressure and delivery problems, straining water supply systems

increased heat levels of playgrounds

Warmer water temperatures would
result in increased odor from waste transfer facilities

influence water quality, including insect and pest populations

result in warmer water temperatures, which downstream of dams, creates pressure for increased
releases to maintain fish life in rivers which reduces the water supply for NYC

P
re

ci
p

it
at

io
n

, I
n

te
n

se
 P

re
ci

p
it

at
io

n
 &

 D
ro

u
g

ht
s Increased average annual precipitation would

lead to more Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) events, polluting coastal waterways

increase turbidity in reservoirs affecting water quality

increased sediment requiring more frequent dredging

place strain on equipment & machinery, increasing need for maintenance and reduce lifetimes

More frequent intense rainfall would
lead to more street, basement and sewer flooding which will overload drains

an increase in nutrient loads, eutrophication, taste and odor problems

loadings of pathogenic bacteria and parasites

More frequent and intense drought would
affect average reservoir storage and therefore would also affect operating rules

result in drought strain on vegetation

S
ea

 L
ev

el
 R

is
e,

 C
o

as
ta

l F
lo

o
ds

 &

S
to

rm
s

Higher average sea levels would
increase salt water encroachment on freshwater sources and ecosystems, resulting in increased
damage to freshwater water and waste infrastructure

increase pollution runoff from brownfields and waste storage facilities lead to permanent inundation of
low-lying areas, wetlands and piers and marine transfer stations

increase rates of beach and salt marsh erosion

More frequent and intense coastal flooding would result in
increase frequency of use of emergency management actions

exacerbate street, basement and sewer flooding, and will also lead to structural damage to
infrastructure due to wave action
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