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Department of Environmental Protection
and Bronx River Alliance Join Local
Teens to Demonstrate How a Litter
Control Device Prevents Tons of Trash
and Debris from Reaching the Bronx River

Program Aims to Educate Local Residents about How
Littering Affects the Cleanliness of the Bronx River;
DEP also Releases the 2012 New York City Harbor Water
Quality Report which Shows that the Health of New York
Harbor Continues to Improve to Levels Not Seen in
Generations
New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Commissioner
Carter Strickland today joined the Bronx River Alliance’s Education Director
Damian Griffin and nearly a dozen teens from the Bronx River Arts Center’s
Summer Program to demonstrate how a litter control device located along the
Bronx River prevents tons of trash and debris from reaching the River. Much of
the trash and debris found in New York Harbor, and its connected waterways,
originates as litter discarded on city streets that is subsequently washed into the
sewer system. To help keep the litter from reaching the Bronx River, DEP has
installed below-ground control devices at four sewer outfall locations in the south
Bronx. Today’s event was held at the litter control device located along West
Farms Road, just west of the Bronx River.

In addition, DEP today released the 2012 New York City Harbor Water Quality
Report, which shows that the health of New York Harbor continues to improve to

More Information
NYC Department of
Environmental Protection
Public Affairs
59-17 Junction Boulevard
19  Floor
Flushing, NY 11373
(718) 595-6600

th

http://www.nyc.gov/
http://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-resources/categories.page
http://www1.nyc.gov/311/
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/home/home.shtml
https://nyc.gov/portal/site/nycgov/menuitem.ac6c2641db3dd2cedff4731056a09da0
http://www.nyc.gov/j2ee/emailafriend/EAFEntry
http://www.nyc.gov/cgi-bin/misc/pfprinter.cgi?action=print&sitename=DEP&printstyle=other
javascript:showTranslate();
javascript:switchStyle('1');
javascript:switchStyle('2');
javascript:switchStyle('3');
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/home/home.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/water_and_sewer_bills/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_services/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_assistance/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/service_line_protection/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/service_line_protection/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/water_rates/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_managers/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_managers/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/drinking_water/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/wastewater/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/stormwater/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/harborwater/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/cso_long_term_control_plan/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/watershed_protection/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/recreation/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/regulatory_reform/regulatory_reform_index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/environmental_education/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/ways_to_save_water/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/air/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/noise/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/forms_and_permits/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/businesses/economic_development_unit.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/businesses/doingbiz.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/asbestos/asbestos_abatement.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/construction_demolition_abatement/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/construction_demolition_abatement/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/about_dep/inside_dep_index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/news/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/news/dep_featured_in.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/news/dep_stories_index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/press_releases/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/public_notices/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/testimony/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/pdf/hwqs2012.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/pdf/hwqs2012.pdf


DEP and Bronx River Alliance Join Local Teens to Demonstrate How a Litter Control Device…

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/press_releases/13-074pr.shtml[11/26/2013 10:13:37 AM]

Capital Projects

Careers at DEP

Environmental Reviews

Interagency MOUs

A to Z Index

Contact Us

levels not seen in generations. Due in large part to the City’s extensive
investments in its wastewater collection and treatment systems, New York
Harbor quickly recovered from the effects of Hurricane Sandy and continues to
provide rich and vibrant ecological habitats and a range of recreational
opportunities for the residents of New York and the tens of millions of tourists
who visit the city every year.

“Under Mayor Bloomberg’s leadership, we have invested more than $10 billion
towards improving New York City harbor water and robust testing shows that the
overall health of our waterways continues to improve to levels not seen in more
than a century,” said Commissioner Strickland. “By reaching out to local
communities we hope to engage them in the important effort to reduce littering
and further improve the cleanliness of the Bronx River and all of New York
Harbor.”

“Though many people think of industrial sources as the only cause of river
contamination, the fact is that stormwater also can be damaging to the health of
the River,” attests Damian Griffin, Bronx River Alliance Education Director.
“DEP’s investment in education, litter control, and stormwater management
through the installation of green infrastructure will go a long way in improving the
health of the River as well as aesthetics for the communities that enjoy the parks
along the Bronx River Greenway.”

The litter control devices use hydraulic bar screens and nylon netting systems to
capture the litter within a sewer outfall before it can reach the Bronx River. This
is the first time this type of technology is being used in New York City and, later
this year, DEP will complete construction on a similar facility at the head of the
Gowanus Canal. The litter control devices have been installed at the following
locations in the Bronx:

West Farms Road

Bronx Park Avenue

Bronx Zoo

Sound View Park

The litter control devices use either nylon netting, which has a lower installation
cost but requires manual cleaning after each storm, or hydraulic bar screens,
which are more costly to install but are self-cleaning and direct the trapped
debris to a wastewater treatment plant where it is removed. The control devices
have been installed in phases over the last 18 months and thus far more than 10
tons of trash and debris has been removed from the nylon netting system,
including the device at West Farms Road. The performance of both methods will
be monitored closely and will inform decisions about future deployment of the
pollution control devices.

In addition, the city’s 144,000 catch basins are designed to trap litter before it
can make its way into the sewer lines. DEP also has a fleet of four skimmer
boats that patrol the harbor to capture floating debris, including wood, plastic,
metal, rubber, and glass.

The Bronx River Alliance has also developed an educational program that will
have the teens survey their local neighborhoods for the presence of trash cans,
catch basins, and street litter and then graph the results to gain a better
understanding of where the trash may be originating from.

The Bronx River is approximately 23 miles long and winds through lower
Westchester, Bronx Park, the New York Botanical Garden, and the Bronx Zoo
and empties into the Upper East River between the Soundview and Hunts Point
neighborhoods.

DEP manages New York City’s water supply, providing more than one billion
gallons of water each day to more than nine million residents, including eight
million in New York City. The water is delivered from a watershed that extends
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more than 125 miles from the city, comprising 19 reservoirs and three controlled
lakes. Approximately 7,000 miles of water mains, tunnels and aqueducts bring
water to homes and businesses throughout the five boroughs, and 7,500 miles
of sewer lines and 96 pump stations take wastewater to 14 in-city treatment
plants. DEP has nearly 6,000 employees, including almost 1,000 in the upstate
watershed. In addition, DEP has a robust capital program, with a planned $14
billion in investments over the next 10 years that will create up to 3,000
construction-related jobs per year. This capital program is responsible for critical
projects like City Water Tunnel No. 3; the Staten Island Bluebelt program, an
ecologically sound and cost-effective stormwater management system; the city’s
Watershed Protection Program, which protects sensitive lands upstate near the
city’s reservoirs in order to maintain their high water quality; and the installation
of more than 820,000 Automated Meter Reading devices, which will allow
customers to track their daily water use, more easily manage their accounts and
be alerted to potential leaks on their properties. For more information, visit
nyc.gov/dep, like us on Facebook at facebook.com/nycwater, or follow us on
Twitter at twitter.com/nycwater.
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