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CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958 
  
TRANSCRIPT FROM SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2025: MAYOR ADAMS CALLS IN FOR LIVE INTERVIEW ON CARIBBEAN PEPPERPOT RADIO 
  
Sam Clarke: Good morning, Mr. Mayor, are you with us?  
 
Mayor Eric Adams: Yes, sir. How are you?  
 
Clarke: Good morning. Good morning. Good morning. Welcome to Caribbean PepperPot Radio. Mr. Neville Bush is here on the right hand. Talk to me, Neville. 
 
Neville Bush: Good morning, Mr. Mayor. How are you, sir?  
 
Mayor Adams: Good, brother. Grinding. Grinding and working hard. 
 
Bush: It's always a pleasure to hear the mayor here on CaribbeanPepperPotRadio.com on 106.3 FM. We are happy to have you here, taking some time out of your busy, busy, busy schedule to talk to your people. 
 
Mayor Adams: Yes, yes, that's my desire. And you know, if I can, I would like to just sort of start off with, you know, just a few minutes. Number one, to just give an apology to just, you know, the whole Caribbean community in New York as a whole. This has been a tough 15 months. And, you know, you don't reach 65 years old and have people in your life that disappoint you.  
 
You know, people did some things that were around me that was wrong. I have never broken the law. I have never done anything wrong. The mistake I made is I trusted people I should not have trusted. But I wanted to be clear on something. A woman stopped me the other day. She said, Eric, if you did nothing wrong over this whole 15 months, why did the federal government come to ask you like they did? And I reminded her, that's a question you should ask Dr. King’s family, ask the Malcolm family, ask the Black parents and NAACP and the Young Lords.  
 
There's been a long history of the federal government going after people who they disagree with. You look at Brian Benjamin. He was a lieutenant governor, highest ranking Black in the state. They brought him up on criminal charges. They dropped the charges, but it destroyed his life. You know, he no longer is in politics. And so when I came out and fought for New York, I believe I was targeted. But I said that. I got up every day. I did my job no matter what my personal battle was. I got up and I did my job.  
 
Brothers, I was facing 35 years in prison, 35 years in prison for calling the Fire Department and telling them to get up there and go do an inspection at a building. And if you couldn't, I said, let me know and I'll manage expectations. But 35 years of my life I was fighting for. And as I fought for that, I fought for this city. And I'm going to continuously do that. And now I'm running for re-election, second Black man in the history of the City of New York. And no one was happy. I should say a great deal of people were unhappy when I got elected, but I did get elected. And I lived up to every promise I made to the city as a whole, but to our community. And the record speaks for itself. And I'm just going to continue to fight on like I've always fought on.  
 
I just wanted to mention that at the top of this conversation, because a lot of people didn't really know what was happening with this federal investigation. The DOJ looked at it and dropped it. So some people say, well, you should have told the president, no, you don't want him to drop the charges or what have you. The DOJ did it. And I don't know anyone who don't know that God uses who they use. I don't question God. And the president, who I didn't know, was sent on the campaign trail. This should not have happened to Mayor Adams. I thank him for sending him on the campaign trail because it should not have happened. And thank God, God stepped in. 
 
Clarke: Yeah, Mr. Mayor, we want to talk about a recap of your 2026 executive budget. Can you give us some insight into the fiscal year? 
 
Mayor Adams: It's so important because I had to continue the success we've done. We've built more houses in independent years. In year one, two, we're going to do it in year three, more affordable houses, brought down crime. We saw that this quarter the lowest number of shootings in the history of the city. We call it the history of the city.  
 
We have more jobs in New York, in New York history, brought down crime under the subway system. So I said, how do you continue that? And so in this budget coming up, I did something called baselining. This way, you build something permanently in the government, like universal after-school programs. I want my children off the streets after school. And so now we're going to have free universal after-school programs.  
 
We made and ensured that in this budget, we're paying for our cultural institutions, our libraries, to add on to what we have done in bringing down child care from $55 a week to less than $5 a week. We want to continue the successes that we've had over the years of investing in New Yorkers and making this a workable city for children and families, particularly working class people. And that's what this budget is reflecting. 
 
Clarke: Yeah, people in the city have been talking about less safety issues in the public sphere, public safety. Your position on that, can you give us some insights on that? 
 
Mayor Adams: And here's where my administration has failed. Here's where we have failed or have come up short. We have successfully brought down crime, particularly in the last five quarters. We're going to do it in six quarters, every quarter, every month. What we have not done, we have not matched the success with how people are feeling. Think about, we're a city of 8.3 million people. Now we're up to 8.5 million people. We had a 200,000 person population increase.  
 
But if every day you take a city of 8.5 million people and you find the worst thing that happened in that city and you put it on the front pages of the newspapers and you broadcast it, people begin to believe that, oh my God, the city's out of order. That is just not true.  
 
Crime in the subway system is one of the lowest in decades. We have 4.6 million people a day that use our subway system. Out of those 4.6 million, we have about five felonies a day. Out of 4.6 million. We've done an amazing job at bringing down crime. We removed 21,000 illegal guns off our streets. And all the major crime categories, you're seeing a significant decrease.  
 
So what do we do? We say, hey, I can't tell people crime stats when they continue to read about a terrible incident that happened today, a shooting or a homicide or rape. I must now go after those quality of life issues that make people feel unsafe. And that's what we're doing with our quality of life initiative.  
 
We're going after the abandoned cars. We're going after people who are dumping illegally, people who inject themselves with drugs on our streets. All of those things that everyday New Yorkers are saying, this is what's making me feel unsafe. That's how we're going to match the numbers of the success we brought down in numbers, and now we're going to make people feel safe also. 
 
Clarke: Now it's summertime, Mr. Mayor, and you know how we get wacky in the summertime with beautiful weather. What are your plans for this Summer, safety plans? 
 
Mayor Adams: I like that because you're right. That's the right word. We get wacky. We want to zero in on what usually happens. What is equal to the summertime? We want to zero in on what usually happens. I can also say that we have a full day school.  
 
We have a full day school, what we call Summer Rising, 110,000 young people will be enrolled in all year-round schools. We have 100,000 summer new jobs. They never had that number before I came into office. Advocates have been advocating for more jobs of Saturday Night Live basketball that we extended the hours when we're opening our schools for the children, you know, play ball and other recreational activities throughout the summer.  
 
We opened up a number of fields and we extend hours in some of these parks and recreational areas. So we know we must fill in with that idle time. And then we're increasing what we call our public safety zone where we know it has a history of high violence.  
 
We want to be there with uniformed officers and to make sure that we build a good relationship with the community at large and go after those quality of life issues. And so it's a combination of things because I'm with you, man. It gets wacky in the summer and we got to match that wackiness with preparedness. 
 
Clarke: Most definitely. On another point, we had a lot of problems. You remember, we have all the immigrants emergency center. What do we do? You're on the immigrants rights matters because everybody here is talking about the ICE, et cetera, et cetera. 
 
Mayor Adams: Yeah, and the immigration, which many people need to understand, the immigration authority is in the hands of the federal government. Mayors don't control at all immigration and the enforcement. And in fact, if you get in the way of enforcement and try to prevent them from carrying out their actions, that's a federal crime.  
 
We saw what happened to a judge who got in the way. We see what's playing out in New Jersey. If the government interprets that you are preventing them from carrying out immigration, that's a federal crime. So what do we do here? We have the concept of a sanctuary city. That's not a law. Many people don't realize sanctuary city is not a law. It's a concept.  
 
What it means is when you pay your tax dollars, you should have the right to have the basic services in the city. So if you buy a loaf of bread, you're still [paying] taxes on that. So you have the right to the services that you provide. So I don't control who comes into America. That's controlled by the border. But if you're in the city, I need to make sure that your children are in school, that you have the right to get medical care if needed, that you should have the right, if you're a victim of a crime, that police can be there for you. And I must make sure that you have those rights. And what we have communicated with ICE and others that our focus should be on those who have committed serious violent crimes.  
 
It should not be on those who are undocumented that are contributing to society and trying to produce the American dream. And that's what we're going to continue to compete to the federal authorities. But at the end of the day, federal lawmakers determine the immigration issue. So our congresspeople, our U.S. citizens, the president, his administration, they must find a way to fix our immigration problem, secure our border, to make sure dangerous people are not coming through and implement a humane immigration policy. 
 
Clarke: Now, coming to the big elephant in the room, running for re-election on the independent line. 
 
Mayor Adams: What happened was I wanted to run in a Democratic primary, but the judge who received information from his independent observer, who stated the charges should be dismissed, the judge held on to it for three weeks before making a decision. And during that three-week time, I had to turn in my petition. So with the uncertainty of, was I going to be able to run on a Democratic primary line after collecting 25,000 signatures, the judge waited until the day before, before he finally dismissed the case.  
 
And that just did not give me enough time to do what I needed to do, to communicate again, to vote it. And so I said, the rules allow me, as a Democrat, I'm still a Democrat, it allows me to create a line with my own name. And that's exactly what I did. And safe and affordable, two things that are important to me and we are going to be on the ballot in November for the November election. And we will be under my own line as a Democrat.  
 
I'm looking forward to now spending the next couple of months of reintroducing myself to voters so they can remember why they elected me in the first place and running on my record. These other candidates are running away from my record, but my record is a clear record of turning this city around from the days of COVID, many of the other crises we were facing. And so I'm excited about the opportunity. And as I say over and over again, you know, if God meant for me to continue to be the mayor of this great city, I'm gonna do the work and God is my guiding light.  
 
I like to say, I turn on my GPS, my God positioning satellite, and he's running the show. And all I have to do is continue to be the person that I've always been. And I'm not going to see myself as a success or failure based on the outcome of the election. This has been a rich 40 year public service history, and it is filled with ups and downs, but mostly it happened in the proper service. I live up to what I stated I wanted to do if I became mayor. 
 
Clarke: Mr. Mayor, what are the names of the lines that you'll be running on? 
 
Mayor Adams: I'm running on two lines. One is Safe&Affordable, and the other is EndAntisemitism. A group of Jewish voters came to me and asked me, if they collected and gathered the petitions, would I run on a line of dealing with antisemitism?  
 
Jewish community makes up 10 percent of the city, but 61 percent of the antisemitic issues in the last three months, 51 percent last year. Not that if you guys are willing to do the work, I'm willing to run on the line. A group of people who were public safety conscious said that they want me to run on the line dealing with Safe&Affordable. And they did the work, and so whomever was willing to go out and do the work to help us gather the signatures, I said, whatever line you guys wanted me to run on, I will be willing to do so. 
 
Clarke: Alright. Now, I know, I know, coming to something that's close and dear to our heart, Neville, your support for the Caribbean community. Talk to us about it, because people, you know, run in their mouths and stuff like that. 
 
Mayor Adams: Well, you know, it's easy when things seem difficult to say negative things, we need to lean into the positive. You know, everything from sitting down with Caribbean leaders across the entire Caribbean diaspora, even from my days as ball president, speaking out with them, meeting with the leaders to make sure that the Caribbean diaspora here in the city receive the support that they deserve to both symbolic and substantive, because their man is both symbolism and is substantive. And symbolism is things like flag raising.  
 
You know, in Bowling Green, which historically you raised the flag for various countries, the first time many of the Caribbean countries had their flag raised at Bowling Green to celebrate their independence for the first time, it was done under my administration. 109 mayors, it never happened. 110th mayor, there's a whole list of Caribbean countries who wanted to raise their flags there, but never done. It was done in this administration.  
 
Opening the door of Gracie Mansion, of sitting down and hosting the celebrations of the Caribbean diaspora, they have taken place here under this administration. And then opening City Hall, because it's my job to make sure that I keep the city safe, educate children, bring back jobs. That's the overall concerns of the city. But each community, they all have their particular issues that's unique to their community.  
 
So I've had a number of Caribbean round tables just specifically to say what concerns in the Caribbean community that we need to do. And we focus on that. Then we implemented such as what we did. The first Trinidadian in the history of this city has been a deputy mayor, never been done before. First Dominican has been a deputy mayor, never been done before. First Trinidadian that has been a chief of staff of a mayor, never has been before. First Panamanian that was a chief advisor, never has been done before.  
 
When you look at my appointees in government, you'll see the Caribbean diaspora is holding leadership positions within my administration that speaks values of my respect for the Caribbean community. And then when you go to my brothers and sisters from the Caribbean, they want safe streets. That's why I was brought down to the ground. They want job opportunities. That's why we try to decrease unemployment by 20 percent. They wanna be able to have their small businesses operated.  
 
We, for the first time in the history of this city and country, put $19 billion back into M/WBE in a substantial number of them came from Caribbean businesses. And then when you look at what we're doing with teaching in our schools, the rich history of the Caribbean community. So it's a combination of the substance of things and the symbolism that the Caribbean community has benefited from this administration. And it didn't stop when I became the mayor. This goes back to my days of our president of where I had a rich relationship with the Caribbean community. I always tell people my Saturday in my life was learning that because I was raised in Jamaica, Queens, it didn't make me Jamaican. You know? I'm– 
 
Clarke: Well you know Mr. Mayor, Neville here is laughing–  
 
Bush: I was speaking to a friend of mine recently, I told him that you will be on this morning, and he said I have to donate, I want to donate some money to the mayor, and I only live on Social Security, but I'd like to give him two hundred dollars. He said, you think that is enough? I said, if that is all you can afford, I'm sure that the mayor would appreciate it. And then I did some research on it, and you can correct me if I'm wrong, but by the time you get it, I understood that two hundred dollars might be sixteen hundred dollars. Is that a fact?  
 
Mayor Adams: And that's what we're fighting for right now, called matching funds. We had four million dollars that was taken away from us by the campaign finance board. We believe they're wrong, we're suing, we're suing them in the court.  
 
We announced the suit last week, because every dollar you donated to the campaign, if you live in the City of New York, is matched by eight dollars. And that is so important. I had four million dollars that I was supposed to receive, and they're holding it from me. So we're going to keep moving forward. But that hundred dollars that he donated means more than one realized, because that's how we built our campaign, from small-dollar donations. And I appreciate that he is willing to do his hard-earned money, because he sees the commitment and dedication that I have for a city, a city that I love. And I thank him for that. If he's listening to your show, I want to tell him, thank you so much. That means a lot. 
 
Bush: Yeah. And I also say to him, oh, two hundred dollars, I said, if the mayor could get at least ten people from this interview this morning at two hundred dollars apiece, that would be pretty good.  
 
Mayor Adams: That would be darn good. Trust me.  
 
Bush: Oh, boy. So, on that... Just one second, Sam. Sorry. What I noticed about the situation there with the police department, the crime that is happening, and the crime that has been reduced, I also have a lot of respect for the time factor in which you capture these criminals. I think it's remarkably fast. Yeah, so true. 
 
Mayor Adams: The goal is to always prevent crime. But when a crime happens, we want a fast turnaround to get dangerous people off our streets. And we have been closed in serious cases at an impressive rate. Hat's off to our detectives and others. But it is about doing that. But one of the problems we're facing, we're facing the revolving door of the criminal justice system.  
 
You know, too many people, they get caught for these violent crimes and they're back out on the street. This is something that Governor Cuomo and other lawmakers did with that bail reform. It has hurt our city. We need to zero in on repeated criminals who repeatedly commit crimes over and over again. Those who make a mistake and they go on with their lives after making a mistake, we should give them a pathway to do so. And that's what we've been doing. But there's a small number of people or repeated offenders that just don't want to stop committing crime. 
 
Clarke: Now, Mr. Mayor, I was trying to get to you. And in terms of, it's for listeners out there and they want to donate to your campaign. Is there any specific link or something that you can give us? 
 
Mayor Adams: Yes, they can go on to Eric Adams 2025. Go right to Google and they would see exactly where it's located. It's Eric Adams 2025. Our official website has a donation page that's on there and they would be able to make a donation if they choose to do so. And every dollar matters and every dollar counts. But again, it's Eric Adams 2025 and you would see exactly how to go about donating if they choose to do so. And it could be as low as $25, as high as $2,100. So people can donate in the level that they can. 
 
Clarke: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Mayor, for coming on our show, taking the time out of your busy schedule. And once again, you're welcome back here at Caribbean Paper Park anytime to get your message out. And we look forward to hearing from you in the not-too-distant future, Mr. Bush, please. 
 
Bush: Right. Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for finding the time really to come here on Caribbean PepperPot and letting us know because we have a lot of fans here that go way, way, way back with you when I talk to them. And they love you and they think that you have done a fantastic job so far. And despite the fact of the trials and tribulations, they're going to vote for you. 
 
Mayor Adams: Yes. And I appreciate very much. And I look forward to continue to talk. 
 
Clarke: All right, Mr. Mayor. Have a great day. 
 
Mayor Adams: You too. Take care. 
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