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MAYOR ADAMS ANNOUNCES STEPS TO KEEP NEW YORKERS SAFE AS NEW 

CONCEALED CARRY REGULATIONS GO INTO EFFECT 

  

New Signage to be Posted to Warn Pedestrians When Entering “Sensitive Locations,” Like 

Times Square 
  

City Website With Frequently Asked Questions Will Ensure New Yorkers Are Aware of New 

Regulations 
  

NEW YORK – New York City Mayor Eric Adams today announced that the city is launching a 

comprehensive outreach plan to educate and inform New Yorkers about new state legislation, 

going into effect tomorrow, governing concealed carry regulations across the state. The 

provisions of the legislation will require concealed carry license applicants to meet revised 

eligibility requirements and complete a state-regulated firearms training course, as well as 

defines certain “sensitive locations” where concealed carry licensees are not permitted to carry 

guns within. 
  

“The U.S. Supreme Court’s Bruen decision was the shot heard round the world that took dead 

aim at the safety of all New Yorkers. New York City will defend itself against this decision, and, 

beginning tomorrow, new eligibility requirements for concealed carry permit applicants and 

restrictions on the carrying of concealed weapons in ‘sensitive locations,’ like Times Square, 

take effect,” said Mayor Adams. “We will be posting signage at every entrance into Times 

Square informing those traveling through that the area is a gun-free zone and that licensed gun 

carriers and others may not enter with a gun unless otherwise specially authorized by law. As 

mayor of New York City and a former police officer, my top priority will always be the safety of 

all 8.8 million people who call this city home, so while the Supreme Court decision may have 

opened an additional river feeding the sea of gun violence, we are doing everything we can to 

dam it and keep New York the safest big city in America.” 
  
Later today, the city will post temporary signage around Times Square informing those traveling 

through that the area is a gun-free zone, and licensed gun carriers and others may not enter with a 

firearm unless otherwise specially authorized by law. Signage will be posted at other “sensitive 

locations” in the near future. 
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Left: The temporary signage that will be posted around Times Square, starting Thursday, 

September 1st. Right: The boundary of the Times Square “sensitive location” defined under the 

law, and the locations where signs will be placed. 

  
The city will also launch a website tomorrow with Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) to 

educate New Yorkers about the law. The FAQs will provide an overview of the legislation and 

what changes New Yorkers can expect. The page will be updated periodically to respond to New 

Yorkers’ concerns and provide helpful information. 

  
“In response to the Supreme Court’s decision to strike down New York’s century-old concealed 

carry law, we took swift and thoughtful action to keep New Yorkers safe,” said New 

York Governor Kathy Hochul. “I refuse to surrender my right as governor to protect New 

Yorkers from gun violence or any other form of harm. In New York state, we will continue 

leading the way forward and implementing common sense gun safety legislation.” 

  
“Ignorance of the law is not an excuse to break it, but we are still committed to making it 

abundantly clear to every resident and visitor what the provisions and effects of this new 

legislation are,” said Deputy Mayor for Public Safety Philip Banks III. “What this decision 

doesn’t change is the fact that the NYPD and all of our public safety agencies remain focused on 

protecting this city. We have worked tirelessly with our law enforcement partners to prepare for 

the new regulations, and will continue to make safety priority #1 as this legislation goes into 

effect.” 



“The state has developed a licensing regime that is consistent with Bruen and protective of 

commonsense eligibility requirements — and the city has worked in close coordination with our 

partners at the state level to implement the provisions going into effect this week,” 

said City Hall and Mayoral Chief Counsel Brendan McGuire. “We will continue to use every 

legal tool at our disposal to keep New Yorkers safe.” 

 

“Nothing about the new requirements going into effect regarding legal firearm possession 

changes the fact that the NYPD remains prepared to ensure public safety in Times Square and 

elsewhere throughout New York City,” said New York City Police Department (NYPD) 

Commissioner Keechant L. Sewell. “The NYPD’s focus on detecting and interdicting illegal 

guns — and arresting those who unlawfully possess them — remains a cornerstone of our 

continuing fight to eradicate gun violence.” 
  

“The city is committed to doing everything it can to assist in keeping New Yorkers safe,” 

said New York City Corporation Counsel Sylvia Hinds-Radix. “Our work at the Law 

Department is ongoing to help the city implement the state’s new laws and ensure public safety, 

while respecting the constitutional rights of lawful gun owners.” 
  

“Mayor Adams is committed to keeping New Yorkers safe,” said Mayor’s Office of Criminal 

Justice Director Deanna Logan. “We are working with our partners across the city and state to 

educate the public on the new regulations, strengthening social interventions that reduce the 

harm of illegal guns to achieve the right balance between responsible gun ownership and public 

safety.”  
  

“There is no place for personal firearms at the ‘Crossroads of the World,’” said New York City 

Department of Transportation Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez. “Times Square is a safe, 

global attraction for the millions of residents, commuters, and tourists who visit and pass through 

it every day. We are grateful for the work of Mayor Adams and the City Council to ensure this 

iconic space remains welcoming to all.” 

  
On June 23, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down New York’s handgun-licensing law 

in New York State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc. v. Bruen. Before the Supreme Court’s 

decision, the law required applicants for conceal carry gun licenses to show “proper cause,” but 

the court ruled that New York state’s “proper cause” requirement violated the Second 

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 
  
On July 1, 2022, New York state enacted Chapter 371 of the Laws of 2022 in response to the 

limitations set forth under the Bruen decision. The state law revises specific eligibility 

requirements to the concealed carry licensing process and restricts the carrying of concealed 

weapons in a specified list of “sensitive locations.” It also enhances safe storage requirements 

and background check coordination, as well as amends the state’s existing body armor purchase 

ban to include hard body armor. 
  

“New York State’s new concealed carry legislation is great news for our state, and I applaud 

Mayor Adams for his work to educate New Yorkers on its provisions and the new gun-

free zones that will help keep our communities safe from senseless gun violence,” said U.S. 



Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. “In the Senate, I am proud to have helped pass the most significant 

piece of gun reform legislation in nearly 30 years, the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, which 

included major provisions from my gun trafficking bill to help limit the flow of illegal guns that 

come up the Iron Pipeline. We still have more work to do, but New York’s leaders are working 

diligently at the federal, state, and city level to keep our streets safe and to put an end to the 

epidemic of gun violence.” 
  
“We have an epidemic of gun violence in this country, our nation is awash in guns—too many of 

them in the hands of people who pose a threat to our streets, to our schools, to our supermarkets 

and even to our houses of worship,” said U.S. Representative Jerrold Nadler, chair, House 

Judiciary Committee. “With an out-of-control Supreme Court that has mangled the meaning of 

the second amendment and overturned New York’s century old law that provided for reasonable 

restrictions and gun safety measures for the public, I am pleased that New York has taken action 

to require concealed carry license applicants to meet eligibility requirements and complete a 

state-regulated firearms training course, and has designated certain “sensitive locations” like 

iconic Times Square, where concealed carry licensees are not permitted to bring guns.  These 

actions today will make New Yorkers safer, and tells anyone that New York will do everything 

within its power to ensure the safety of its residents and visitors.” 

  
“Designating ‘sensitive locations’ in a city as populated as New York is imperative to keeping 

our people, children, and vulnerable populations safe,” said U.S. Representative Gregory 

Meeks. “We cannot let senseless gun violence continue to harm our schools, subways, and 

communities. I applaud these new regulations going into effect swiftly after the Bruen decision, 

and Mayor Adams for launching a comprehensive plan to educate and inform New Yorkers on 

how to protect each other and our city.” 
  

“Gun safety and gun violence preventive measures are critical to helping keep New York City 

families and visitors to our city safe,” said U.S. Representative Adriano Espaillat. “I commend 

Mayor Adams on today’s announcement to ensure gun-free zones at sensitive locations including 

in Times Square and other high traffic locations around the city. We must continue to prioritize 

safety measures and vigilance — to help keep people safe.” 

  

“Even after the U.S. Supreme Court’s reckless and outrageous Bruen decision invalidating New 

York’s century-old concealed carry weapons law, New York will keep its obligation to protect 

our citizens,” said New York State Senator Brad Hoylman. “I’m proud to have secured the 

protection of Times Square, one of the most visited tourist sites on the planet, as a sensitive 

location where concealed weapons will not be permitted. It’s crucial to the recovery of our local 

economy, including Broadway, that Times Square be a gun-free zone and that its 50 million 

annual visitors feel safe from the dangers of gun violence.” 

  
“The Supreme Court's decision to dismantle the concealed carry law has opened the door to even 

more senseless gun violence. Banning concealed weapons in sensitive locations — like schools, 

government buildings, and places of worship — are the 'common sense gun laws' that the 

majority of Americans want and need,” said New York State Assemblymember Rodneyse 

Bichotte Hermelyn. “Thoughts and prayers after countless mass shootings aren't enough. We 

have to take action to stop a Supreme Court determined to strip away sensible gun laws that 



protect everyday New Yorkers and Americans.  Mayor Adams' decision to make Times Square 

and other densely-populated destinations 'gun free' is a much-needed step to protect New 

Yorkers. These regulations are intended to protect everyone, including law-abiding gun owners." 

  
“New York must continue to be a place where we do everything we can to reduce gun violence,” 

said New York State Assemblymember Jeffrey Dinowitz, chair, Assembly Codes 

Committee. “Although the Supreme Court and gun rights advocates are trying their hardest to 

undermine our ability to keep people safe, the state has implemented new requirements to ensure 

that our gun laws remain in compliance with recent judicial rulings. I am glad to see sensitive 

area signage being installed as well as a new city website to help all New Yorkers understand the 

changes in our gun laws.” 
  
“Over the past year, my colleagues in the state legislature and I worked hard to encode new laws 

to protect New Yorkers from gun violence, including important revisions to the state’s concealed 

carry program,” said New York State Assemblymember Chantel Jackson. “Despite opposition 

from the Supreme Court, we passed laws to protect the program from abuse, including 

designated areas where concealed carry will not be permitted. This is a major victory for New 

Yorkers, and I support the mayor’s efforts to inform the public about the new program.” 

  
“After we passed our gun safety bill in the extraordinary session in Albany, Mayor Adams is 

implementing and educating New Yorkers on this life-saving legislation,” said New York State 

Assemblymember Jenifer Rajkumar. “The mayor will ensure that everyone knows where our 

gun-free zones are, from schools to subways to Times Square. In a year where there have already 

been 1,000 shootings, including one last week in my district that left a man in critical condition, 

this preemptive action will keep firearms out of sensitive areas and stop gun violence before it 

starts.” 

  
“When the Supreme Court sided with the NRA's New York chapter to weaken gun safety laws, 

the state legislature stepped up and passed a new law to address crime in New York,” said New 

York State Assemblymember Manny de los Santos, MSW. “Thank you, Mayor Adams, for 

speedily implementing this new state law to keep New Yorkers safe.” 

  

“Gun violence has torn apart too many families and threatens community safety,” said New 

York City Comptroller Brad Lander. The city’s steps to implement enhanced training and no-

gun zones in high traffic areas will help keep these deadly weapons out of hands and off streets 

where they do not belong. I commend the state legislature for acting swiftly to strengthen our 

concealed carry laws that will protect New Yorkers.”   

    
“Gun violence is a serious crisis in our city and nation, and the Supreme Court’s misguided 

decision to strike down New York’s concealed carry gun law presented a major challenge to 

keeping New Yorkers safe,” said New York City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams. “Our 

state government leaders acted swiftly and responsibly by passing regulations to prioritize our 

safety, including the designation of sensitive locations like Times Square as gun-free zones. With 

the new law set to go into effect on September 1st, the council and administration are working 

closely to define and implement the boundaries of the Times Square sensitive 

areas through administrative rules and legislation. It is also imperative for the city to take steps 



so residents and visitors alike are clear about the new law and designated areas where gun-

carrying is restricted. We will continue to pursue new initiatives that keep our communities safe 

by preventing violence, investing in solutions, and limiting the over-proliferation of deadly 

firearms.” 
  
“The Bruen decision was a setback in the fight against gun violence, but I want to reassure all 

New Yorkers that we are using every tool available to hold accountable those who illegally use 

dangerous firearms,” said Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg. “We commend the 

mayor’s office for its efforts to educate the public about the impact of the decision and the new 

regulations enacted in response. We will work hand-in-hand with our law enforcement partners, 

city officials, businesses, and community leaders to enhance awareness, answer questions and 

keep out communities safe”. 
  

“Fewer guns on our streets and in our neighborhoods correlates with lower levels of gun 

violence,” said Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez. “While the Supreme Court’s recent 

decision has forced our state to adopt more permissive concealed carry laws, the legislature’s 

quick action to prohibit the concealed carrying of handguns in sensitive areas in New York was 

an essential step to keep us safe, and these signs will help law-abiding gun owners comply with 

the new laws.” 
  

“While I and many others in law enforcement remain deeply concerned over the Supreme 

Court’s recent decision regarding concealed carry regulations, we must now face this new reality 

together and join forces on all levels of government to ensure our city has effective stopgaps in 

place to prevent future gun violence from spreading in our communities,” said Staten Island 

District Attorney Michael McMahon. “I applaud Mayor Adams and his team for putting this 

comprehensive plan in place and we will continue working closely together to educate New 

Yorkers about these new regulations. At the same time, my office will continue to vigorously 

prosecute anyone who violates our gun laws and threatens the safety and security of our 

communities." 

  
“While the Supreme Court works to make it harder to keep guns under control, Mayor Adams, 

Governor Hochul and the state legislature are taking steps to protect New Yorkers in sensitive 

areas of our city,” said Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine. “The simple fact is the 

fewer guns on our street the safer everybody will be, and we must continue to work to better 

control all guns in this country. But I’m proud of the work the mayor and state legislature have 

done to restrict conceal carry weapons, and to educate New Yorkers about a law that will 

undoubtedly help keep people safe.” 

  
“The Supreme Court decision overturning our state’s long-standing concealed carry regulations 

was horribly misguided and deeply undermines our efforts to combat the scourge of gun 

violence, which has stolen precious lives and ripped apart grieving families for far too long,” 

said Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. “Thankfully the state adopted revised 

rules to mitigate the damage done by the court’s awful decision. I commend Mayor Adams and 

his administration for educating and informing our city’s residents about these revisions and for 

their continued work to keep our families safe, despite the roadblocks imposed by the court.” 

  



“The erosion of New York State’s Sullivan Act to restrict one’s ability to carry a concealed 

handgun outside of their residence puts all New Yorkers at risk, said New York City 

Council Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers. “From Buffalo to Brookville, this new 

precedent allows guns in public places, including most forms of public transportation, a troubling 

fact considering the rise in shootings. As the city continues to see a rise in gun violence, 

educating the public is the first step to ensuring public safety. I look forward to working with this 

administration and all of my colleagues in government to expand the safety zones to better 

protect the public.” 

  

“The Supreme Court’s ever-growing extremist, right-wing jurisprudence is proof that we cannot 

wait for the federal government to act and must take gun safety into our own hands,” said New 

York City Councilmember Crystal Hudson. “This public outreach program is a much needed 

first step to ensure everyone knows that while New York City may be welcoming to all, it is not 

welcoming to guns. I look forward to working with the administration and state lawmakers to 

limit concealed carry regulations to the greatest extent possible and enacting additional measures 

aimed at ensuring anyone coming to New York – from residents to tourists – understands the 

law.” 
  

“In response to the unfortunate decision in New York State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc. v. 

Bruen, I commend Mayor Adams for taking action that will keep guns out of sensitive locations 

such as Times Square,” said New York City Councilmember Julie Menin. “In this critical 

moment following “proper cause” being struck down for concealed carry arms, we must keep 

New Yorkers safe. As a former commissioner of the Department of Consumer Affairs, I made it 

a priority to investigate potentially illegal and unlicensed sales of secondhand guns in New York 

City, and we must continue to keep guns off our streets and use every tool in our toolbox.” 
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