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PURPOSE OF REPORT

 This annual Local Law 97 Outreach and Education 
Report has been prepared pursuant to § 28-320.5.1 
of the Administrative Code for compliance with the 
June 1, 2023 deadline.

2



build safe live safe |

OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 A new Bureau of Sustainability has been created to spearhead sustainability 
initiatives at DOB.  The Bureau consists of four units: Office of Building Energy & 
Emissions Performance (OBEEP), Energy Code, Policy & Legal Matters, and Outreach 
& Education. 

− OBEEP is charged with implementing LL97 and other sustainability laws. 

− The Policy/Legal and Outreach & Education units help inform the work of OBEEP

− Current Staff working on LL97 implementation includes:

• 1 Director of OBEEP 

• 1 Director of Sustainability Outreach & Education

• 1 Director of Policy/Legal

• 1 Deputy Director of Building Emissions

• 1 Deputy Director of Implementation and Program Management

• 1 Sustainability Project Manager

• 2 Building Emissions Auditors

• 1 Data Analyst

• 1 Attorney

The Bureau is under the direction of the Deputy Commissioner of Sustainability and the Chief 
Sustainability Officer.
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Web Outreach

− DOB’s Sustainability Webpage Sustainability -
Buildings (nyc.gov), as well as NYC Sustainable 
Buildings (a detailed website dedicated to 
sustainability services for buildings, including a map 
to locate properties subject to the law), are regularly 
refreshed with new content

− Sustainable Buildings News (a sustainability 
newsletter that includes issues related to LL97) is 
periodically published 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sustainablebuildings/about
/newsletter.page
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https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/sustainability.page
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww1.nyc.gov%2Fsite%2Fsustainablebuildings%2Findex.page&data=05%7C01%7CGHGemissions%40buildings.nyc.gov%7Caab3c10146a141a1712308da2ea9978d%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637873603170466780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IXBotC%2FZGeFiSSdOQ%2FyXE5KVTsOONHtDelhD3%2BJpa9I%3D&reserved=0
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sustainablebuildings/about/newsletter.page
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Web Outreach

− Local Law 97 Compliance Guidelines for Rent 
Regulated and Affordable Housing was posted to 
Sustainability - Buildings (nyc.gov), as well as NYC 
Sustainable Buildings
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https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/sustainability.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/sustainablebuildings/requirements/affordable-housing.page
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Web Outreach

− LL97 Emissions Limits Based on Energy Star 
Portfolio Manager (ESPM) Property Types was 
posted to Sustainability - Buildings (nyc.gov), as well 
as NYC Sustainable Buildings
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https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/greenhouse-gas-emission-reporting.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/sustainablebuildings/requirements/emissions-limits.page
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Service Notices

− The Department issued a Service Notice in February 
2023 regarding the updated emissions limits for 
buildings 

− Information regarding the updated emissions limits 
was also included on Sustainability - Buildings 
(nyc.gov), as well as NYC Sustainable Buildings
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https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/LL97_ESPM_sn.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/sustainability.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/sustainablebuildings/requirements/emissions-limits.page
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Reports
− In compliance with section 28-320.2, the Department of Buildings 

produced a report compiling the recommendations of the Advisory 
Board and submitted that report to the Mayor and the Speaker of 
the City Council on January 1, 2023

• This report is posted on the NYC Sustainable Buildings
webpage
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https://www.nyc.gov/site/sustainablebuildings/about/reports.page
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 DOB established a general inquiry mailbox for the 
public to communicate with the Department.  
Inquiries are sent to 
GHGEmissions@Buildings.NYC.gov

− Inquiries received in 2022/2023 include 535 plus an 
additional 240 from presentations given during this 
time
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

mailto:GHGEmissions@Buildings.NYC.gov
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 Typical Email Inquiries included:
− Concerns regarding the differences between rent-

regulated and income-restricted buildings and the use of 
prescriptive measures versus building emissions for 
compliance, as well as what some of the prescriptive 
methods entailed

− Prior to the publication of 1 RCNY § 103-14 , owners 
were interested in what would be addressed, when it 
would go into effect, and what resources would be 
available

− Owners wanted information on the differences in the 
Covered Buildings Lists (CBLs) for the various 
sustainability local laws, the reporting process, how to 
report different property types, and the requirement of the 
use of a Registered Design Professional to submit their 
reports
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EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/rules/1_RCNY_103-14.pdf
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 Typical Inquiries (continued):

− Owners and the industry were interested in when the 
rules for Article 321 buildings would be released and 
what resources would be available

− Following the publication of 1 RCNY § 103-14 , 
owners and the industry were interested in the use of 
renewable energy credits (RECs) and distributed 
energy resources (DERs), community solar projects, 
campus reporting, and the conversion of building 
code occupancy groups to Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager (ESPM) Property Types
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/rules/1_RCNY_103-14.pdf
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 The New York City Council - Meetings on LL97

− City Council’s Committee on Environmental 
Protection & Committee on Housing and Buildings

• Wednesday, April 13, 2022

− Joint Environmental Protection, Labor, and Housing 
committees hearing entitle LL97 Green Workforce 
Pipeline – Committee on Civil Service and Labor

• Monday, June 27, 2022
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=951911&GUID=3B036593-FA86-4AB5-B1ED-FE8C2129024B&Options=info%7C&Search=Local+Law+97
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=954844&GUID=D98C8FB8-D48B-40FF-B7BC-742B6445A526&Options=info%7C&Search=Local+Law+97
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegistar.council.nyc.gov%2FMeetingDetail.aspx%3FID%3D980119%26GUID%3DBFD60D33-35E0-4B68-AADC-3FD722CCE11D%26Options%3Dinfo%257C%26Search%3D&data=05%7C01%7CHSavoia%40buildings.nyc.gov%7C0acd653d7a664e2d92e008db4c196215%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638187444123216432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WHLqQb8B57cBNa%2FnXeCKKxTem9ReRuR%2B696Vsp88llI%3D&reserved=0
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 1 RCNY § 103-14 Public Hearing

− Held virtually on 11/14/22

• Published in the City Record on 10/11/22
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/rules/1_RCNY_103-14.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/about/city-record.page
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Public Presentations - DOB regularly participates in 
presentations requested from stakeholders with interest 
in LL97: 

− May 2022 - International Living Futures Institute, 
LF22: “NYC’s Building Emissions Limits: A view from 
the trenches” 

− June 2022 - Economist Sustainability Week 
US: “Transforming New York City buildings for a low 
carbon future” (recorded in May, aired online on June 
9) 

− June 2022 – Local 94 Training Center Open House 
“Smart Buildings Need Smarter Engineers”
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Public Presentations- continued 

− November 2022 - Urban Green Council: “LL97: Unpacking 
the Proposed Rules” 

− November 2022 - BEEx: Climate Mobilization Act Series: 
Following the Rules

− December 2022 - Senator Krueger and Manhattan 
Borough President Levine - Virtual Town Hall

− December 2022 – Urban Green Live:  The New NYC 
Bureau of Sustainability

− January 2023 - Community Board 8 Environmental 
Committee 

− February 2023 – Energy Star Portfolio Manager: Property 
Types & LL97 live webinar
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Public Presentations- continued

− March 2023 - First Service LL97 webinar 

− March 2023 - New York Build: The Climate 
Emergency Decarbonizing The Built Environment

− March 2023 - Queens Borough President’s webinar

− March 2023 –Council Member Brewer Virtual 
Presentation

− April 2023 – Queens Chamber of Commerce Panel 
Discussion

− April 2023 – National Grid/Evergreen Live 
Presentation to manufacturing/industry
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Direct outreach to owners

− Outreach notices about Local Law 97 of 2019 were sent on 
quarterly Statement of Accounts, through coordination with 
DOF, informing owners about the following:

• August 2022: GHG Emission Reductions 
⃘ Properties subject to LL97 – Are you ready?

• November 2022: Compliance Notification 
⃘ Properties subject to LL97 – Potential changes to building 

emission limits 

• February 2023: GHG Emission Reductions
⃘ Properties subject to LL97 – First Reports due in 2025
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY AND 
EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Direct outreach to owners (continued)-

− October 2022

• Hardcopy letters and an email blast were sent to 814 recipients with 
potential changes to their emissions limits

⃘ Potential changes to your building’s emission limits under Local 
Law 97 of 2019

» What is happening?
» Why is this change occurring?
» How will this change affect me?
» What do these changes mean for my building and the 2024 –

2029 compliance period?
» Can I apply for an adjustment to my emissions limits?
» How can I get help?

The letters and emails were sent with a table of the ESPM 
Property Type Building Emissions Intensity Limits for 2024-2029 
and a brochure for the NYC Accelerator

⃘ Phone calls were also made to select properties with potential 
changes due to the conversion
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY 
AND EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Select Examples of Social Media Outreach
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INSTAGRAM

Social Media 
Outreach: 
Facebook: 16
Twitter: 27
Instagram: 8
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY 
AND EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Select Examples of Social Media Outreach
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TWITTER
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY 
AND EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Select Examples of Social Media Outreach
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FACEBOOK
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OFFICE OF BUILDING ENERGY 
AND EMISSIONS PERFORMANCE

 Select Examples of Social Media Outreach
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LinkedIn
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Buildings


