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Mayor Bill de Blasio: Good moming, everybody. Look, we have a coupleof tough weeks ahead — two, three, four weeks that are going to be
really tough in this city as we fightback against a new threat. And we’ve got a lot of material to cover today, but | want to start with the most
importantpoint — we all haveto work together. We are all in this together. This city was theepicenter of this crisis in the United States of
America. We fought back together. Peoplestood shoulderto shoulder. You think about our health care heroes, youthink about our first
responders, they served everyone, they came from every part of the city. Everyoneworked together to overcomethis. So, now, we're going into a
tough stretch. We havea new challenge. It is a challenge we can and will overcome. But | guarantee you, there will be people who try to divide
us in this moment of challenge. There will be people who try to createdisunity when, in fact, we need unity. Don't let them doit. What we need
now is voices of all communities to come togetherand say, this is all of us — one New York City, fighting this fight together forthe good ofall.
Let's support each other. Let'swork with each other. Let's listento each other and overcomethis challenge.

So, look, the next few weeks are going to be critical. We have the opportunity here to keep this outbreak small, to address it, to stopit, to turn it
around. It's upto all of us. And that'swhy on Sunday, | proposeda very rigorous planto address the outbreaks we wereseeing in certain parts of
Brooklynand Queens. | put it out there publicly, because we needed immediate action. The State of New York took that plan,theyused itas a
basis fortheir decisions. They made someimportant modifications, which we'll talk about today. But the bottom line isthat concept that | put
forward, that we need to address this rigorously and quickly, and the faster we address it all together, the faster we can stop this problemand get
back on the right track, that is the basis of what we are working onnow. Now, it will not be easy. I'm not here to tell you — when | say two weeks,
three weeks, four weeks, I'mnot here to tell you it'll be easy. It will take hard work and discipline. And, certainly, there will be sacrifice. And |
feel for anyone in thecommunities affected whose livelihood is goingto be putonhold — that'sa huge problem. And I do feel tremendous
empathy for the small business owners whose businesses will be shut for a period of time. | feel empathy for all the parents who want their kids in
school. But,again, let'srealize, if we act quickly and decisively, we can overcome this forall of us, for the wholecity. Andwhat are we being
governed by? The facts, the science, the data tell us what's happening, and we actonit. That is theone thing that has worked in this country and
all around the world. So, we to stop this outbreak dead in its tracks for the good ofall New York City. And, remember, we needto doitto save
lives. The fartherthe coronavirus spreads again, the morevulnerable people will be reached. We cannot let that happen.

Now, | understand that there are people who disagree with this plan. And it is a democracy and we appreciatethere's always goingto be
disagreements. But it's crucial that those who disagreesstill respect the fact that the State and City have madea decision forthe health and safety
of all. People haveand will protest, and we understand thatthereis a place for peaceful protest, butthe NYPD will nottolerate peopledoing harm
to others. There'll be notolerance forassaults, for damage to property, for setting fires — anything like that is unacceptable. And whenthe NYPD
makes clear to anybody that they need to act in a way that's appropriate, given the challenge we're facing, you must adhereto the instructions of
the NYPD. If you dont, as in every other situation in this city, therewill be consequences. The NYPDwill give people warnings, will makethe
ground rules clear, but people have to followthose ground rules, orelse, again, consequences come next.

Now, for us to overcomethis, we'regoing to have to do some things we haven't done before. So, we are dealing now with a new approach—the
zones that the State has put forward. Andthisis based onthe information that our Health Department derived, which, originally, we proposed in
the form of ZIP codes. The State has comeup witha new model, and I’ll go over that now, and we're going to act quickly to implement this with
the State. Now, again, this was based onthe facts that developed over many days, the data. And what the State has put forward is cluster areas,
color-coded. Southem Brooklyn is one; two, in Queens — one in the Forest Hills-Rego Park area, another in Far Rockaway area— designations
red, orange, and yellow. We'll go overthis. | know the Governor will be speaking to it in more detail later aswell. I want to note that the State
maps do not includetwo areas that we remain concerned about— Crown Heights and Williamsburg, in Brooklyn. So, our Health Department
continues to monitorthose situations very closely. We have seen, unfortunately, theaggressive spread of COVID in those neighborhoods. We're
goingto keep working in thoseareas with the community, with all of our tools to make surethat we keep the situation contained in those parts of
the city. And we're going to continue to discuss Crown Heights and Williamsburg with the State to make sure that we're taking every precaution
to stop the spread of COVID in Brooklynand Queens.

Now, the red zones — the idea of the red zones, theseare the areas with the biggest problem. Anditis crucial in thoseareas that non-essential
businesses be closed. Thisis very much like what we experienced back in March, April, the worst of this, whenwe had to reduce the level of
activity greatly. In that case, it was thewhole city. Inthis case, it's in particularareas. The closures will continue for a minimum of 14 days. And
this is the concept the State has put forward. What | originally proposed was a 14-day way out of a specificdesignation, ora 28-day. The State is
starting with a 14-day measure and a reevaluation after 14-days. Andthe State has made very clearthey're adding additional penalties for
individualsthat donot adhere to these new requirements and the City and State together will be enforcing those penalties. So, for example, on
mass gatherings, the fines for mass gatherings in violation of State rules will be up to $15,000 a day. The fines for not wearing face coverings or
not maintaining social distancing can be as high as $1,000a day. So, these areadditional tools. Again,no one wants to see anyone fined if it can
be avoided, butitis a very serious situation and peopleneed to adhereto the newrules. The fasterwe address this challenge, the shorter the
shutdown will be. And we’ve got to keep that in mind — for everyone who feels that the shutdown will be harmful or difficult for their life,
remember, we can overcomethis quickly if we work together. This canonly be a matter of weeks. And then, we haveto continue to leam from
this experienceto practice thesocial distancing, wear the face masks, doall of the things that will ensure this never happ ensagain in New York

City.

Okay. Now, back onthe topic ofthe red pausezone. So, red, defined as anarea with three percent positivity over a seven-day average, and the
geographic boundary depends onthe density of cases. So, in thered zone, all schools would be closed. Inthis case, they already are —all public



and non-publicschools. As of tomorrow morning, Thursday morning, all non-essential businesses inthe red zones will be closed as well. Mass
gatherings will be prohibited. Restaurants will revert to a takeout-only status and houses of worship will be allowed to have 25 percent maximum
occupancy and a maximum of 10 people inside. That'sthe red zone. Now, theorange zone is beingtreated asa warning. If red meansa pause, a
full pause, orange zone under the State rules will be a warning zone. And it basically comprises about a five-block radius around the red zone. As
of Thursday morning, schools in the orange zonewill be closed as well. So, again, as of tomorrowmoming, schools that fall withinthoseorange
zones, both public and non-public, will be closed. In addition, high-risk businesses, including gyms, will be closed. Gatherings in the orange zone
mustbe 10 people or less, whether they're indoor or outdoor. Restaurants will be foroutdoordining only in theorange — excuse me — in the
orange zone, maximum four people at a table. Houses of worship will be allowed to be at 33 percent capacity witha maximum of25 people
inside. Finally, theyellow zone is a cautionary zone. It means an area of where we'reseeing a challenge, but, thank God, not as deep a challenge
as other areas where we hopeto be ableto turnitaround with the cooperation and involvement of the people of those communities. We see more
cases, butwe believe with theright approach we can stop the yellowzones from tuming into orange or red zones. The schools in theyellow zones
will remain open— public and non-public will remain open in theyellow zones, but will be subject to mandatory weekly COVID testing. All
businesses remainopen, but we urge caution and we ask business ownersto be very scrupulous about people wearing masks in their businesses,
practicing social distancing, not letting too many peopleinto thebusiness, if there'sa line, socially distancing the line — all the things we leamed
back in the spring. Gatherings in yellow zone must be 25 people maximum, whetherindoor oroutdoor. Indoor and outdoor dining permitted,
maximum four people at a table. And houses of worshipwill be allowed to haveup to 50 percent capacity in the yellow zones. Now, people
obviouslywantto get as muchdetailas possible. We're getting information constantly from the State, updating it. We'll get it out to the people.
We're going to create an online tool to let people knowby typing in their address exactly what zone they'rein — we’ll announce whenthat is up.
We're goingto be doingan outreach effort, education effort, full force of the City government will be out therein communities affected. We want
people to know — obviously, a particular focus onthe red zones and then the orange zones — what's going on. We immediately will have 1,200
personnelon the ground today in addition to the State enforcement teams. We'll keep increasing that number as needed. We are bringingin
canvassers as part of the Test and Trace Corps. to go out and provide information to communities and focus on business corridors. Department of
Transportation is reaching out to all the participants in Open Restaurants in the red and orange zones to update them. Small Business Services and
the Nightlife Office will be reaching local chambers of commerce, community groups, business improvement districts to updatethem. The NYPD
and Department of Transportation will put up electronic signage to announce the new restrictions at key intersections in the affected areas. Also,
New York City office of management — emergency management, excuse me, we'llbe taking action, doing robocalls to all households in thered
and orange zones, regarding the restrictions, and, of course, where to get tested. We're going to keep reminding people how important it is to get
tested so we getareal look at what's happening and hopefully start to see the turnaround in these communities. So, robocalls to all affected
households, robocalls to affect the businesses, and houses of worship. We'll be sending out textupdates to everyonesigned up for NotifyNYC
and anyone who wants those updates should sign up for regular information. And this will takea lot of education and outreach, but also a lot of
enforcement. We'll be working closely with the State. We” Il increase the number of inspectors because ofthe number of areas we needto reach.
Obviously, the Police Department will be playing crucial role here. And all of the closures have to beaddressed, thegatherings haveto be
addressed, masks wearing — we'll be working onall these fronts. But, obviously, giventhat we have now for weeks been warning of this potential,
we hope and believethe vast majority ofresidents of these communities will joinus in addressing the problem, will followthese rules, as people
have all over New York City and will help us overcome this challenge quickly.

Now, we're concentrating testing in these areas. We've performed over 10,000 -plus tests in the last week in these zones. And we'll be expanding
testing capacity in thered and orange zones — so important that people get tested. | want to emphasize we have to get the maximum number of
people tested in the red and orange zones. It is free. I'm going to keep saying that — it is free. It is safe. It is quick. There are locations all over.
This is one ofthe ways that we speed ourselves out of this challenge, isto make sure we're getting a clear look at what's h appening. The more
people get tested, the better. So, please, in these areas and throughout New York City, please get tested. Go to nyc.gov/covidtest for locations, or
call 212-COVID-19,andyou'll get locations. There are locations all over the city, 200-plus locations, specialized testing goingonin the key
communities, always free, always quick, easy. You will get results quickly and we can help move all of us forward with this testing.

Let me go over today's indicators. And this, again, is now for the whole City of New York. Number one, daily number of people admitted to New
York City hospitals for suspected COVID-19, the threshold is 200 patients — today's report, 79 patients with a positivity rate confirmedat 23.7
percent. Number two, newreported cases onaseven-day average, the threshold is 550 cases — today's report is 512. Numberthree, ofpeople
testing positive citywide for COVID-19, threshold five percent — today's report is 1.39 percent citywide. And the seven-day rolling average
citywide, today's report is 1.74 percent. So,again, many, many parts of the city continued to do well, but we all have to work togetherto keep it
that way.

A few words in Spanish —

[Mayor de Blasio speaks in Spanish]

With that, let's turn to our colleagues inthe media and please let me know thenameand outlet of each journalist.

Moderator: Good morningall. We'll now begin our Q-and-A. As areminder, we're joined today by Dr. Katz, Dr. Chokshi and Senior Advisor
Dr. Jay Varma. Thefirst question today goesto Andrew Sifffrom NBC.

Question: [Inaudible]

Mayor: Andrew, Andrew? We're not hearing youwell. | don't know if you can— Andrew, can you hearme? You're coming in really cut up.Can
you hear me?

Question: Can youhear me?

Moderator: Can youstart over with the question please?



Question: Yeah, good morningto youas well. Towhat degree are you aware of all the protests that took place in Borough Park and other
communities last night and regardless of the protests themselves, what do you say to members and leaders of the Orthodox community who
believe that these lines are unfairly singling theircommunities out, that thisisn't about a general spread it's about their communities specifically?

Mayor: I'll take themin the reverse order. This is about protecting everyone's lives, Andrew. Thisis aboutall New Yorkers,andwhenyoulook
atthe communities in Brooklynand Queens, it's lots of different kinds of people. Remember, we're talking about two of the most diverseplaces
on earth, Brooklynand Queens. So, withinthese areas are many kinds of people and we want to protect everyone. Thisis based ondataand
science. I'll let Dr. Chokshi talk about that in amoment. But onthe other question, I'maware ofthe protest that occurred. | spoke to
Commissioner Shea and his teamthis moming. Again, very clear that we are dealing with a health emergency. The State has laid down very clear
rules. Everyone must follow those rules. The NYPD will be enforcing those rules. We want to be respectful, but | wantto be very clear whenthe
NYPD issues an instruction, as withany other situation in the city orany other protest, if the NYPD issues and instruction, people must follow
the instruction. If they don't follow the instruction, then they areliable for whatever consequences occur. Go ahead, Dr. Ch okshi about why these
specific areas.

Commissioner Dave Chokshi, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Well, as we've said overthe last few
weeks and months, we will go to where the data takes us with respect to where we'reworried about spread of the coronavirus. It's why we went to
Tremontin theBronx in July. That's why we went to Sunset Park in August, and it's why we've been communicating about the ar eas of concem
across Brooklyn and Queens that we have over the last fewdays and weeks. We are concemed as you know based ontwo major indicators that
we follow. The firstis whenwe see a rapid increasein cases ina particulararea, and then thesecond is the percentage of tests coming back
positive,and those arethe things that we look at on a day -to-day basis, quantitatively matching it up with the areas wherewe're concerned.

Mayor: Go ahead, Andrew.

Question: With the mapsthemselves, are they going to be finalized today? Will they be searchable by address? One of thethings we'rehearing
from people is you might have a street where a business on oneside of thestreet has to close,and on theother side of the street, doesn't have to
close. There'sa lot of confusion out there about whether people arein red, orange or yellow. So, how soonwill people be able to punch in an
addressto determineexactly which zonethey landin?

Mayor: Yeah,we're working on that right now with the State to get ita hundred percent clear. What the Health Department here originally
proposedwas zip codes, because eventhough it was not perfect, it was still a clear methodology. The State has comeup with a different
approach. We'reworking with the State to get very clear theexact boundaries, and then put that onlineand make it searchableby address. Again,
enforcement will start tomorrow. When we send out agencies to do enforcement, we're going to alert business owners. If theyare in one ofthe
zones that requires closure or modification, we'll alert them, and we'll obviously give themthe chance to immediately act on it. If a business
owner refuses, they would beliable for penalties. But | think what everyone wants to do here is comply with these rules to make surethat
everyone is safe,and | think the vast, vast majority of business owners throughout this crisis have complied with rules once they understood
them. So, we'll get that information out as we get clarity fromthe State and thenin the enforcement effort, there'll be a huge education effortto let
people know which zonethey're in and obviously give them animmediate chanceto abide by the rules. We don't want to penalize it unless we
have to. What we'll penalize is where people openly attempt to defy rules.

Moderator: The nextis Emma Fitzsimmons fromthe New York Times.
Mayor: Emma?

Question: Hi, gopod moming, Mayor.

Mayor: Hey, how are you?

Question: I'm good. Thanks for taking my question. Can you talk about the Governor's restrictions on houses of worship? Are they necessary, do
you think they hold up in court?

Mayor: Yeah, | do thinkboth— I thinkthey are necessary and they dohold upin court. They're based on facts, data that's been looked at very
carefully. We warned peoplewell over a week ago that we were entering into a dangerous situation. We need to do this for the good of everyone.

Now, | want to emphasize, Emma, in thespring leaders in all communities, all faiths and | commented many times on this — really admirable
efforts by faith leaders across the spectrumtelling their own congregants how important it was to stay home, turning to other types of approaches
for worshipand really respecting the fact that this was about the healthand safety of the communities they represent. | expect we'll see that again,
that the vast majority of leaders will want to be partof the solution for the healthand safety oftheirown communities. So, we know that we've
got to get out of this and we've got to get out of it quickly. No one wants to see a full resurgence, a second wave in New York City. If we geta
second wave, then a lot morewill be shut down fora lot longer. No one wants to see that. So, | think the Governor'splanis the right one and we
will work with the State to enforce it. Go ahead, Emma.

Question: Thanks,andanon-COVID question really quickly. Can you talk about the announcement today regarding rezoning SoHo? I've already
gotten an email thing that the plan would create super-luxury housing in out of scale highrises. So, there's already somecriticism brewing. Can
you talk about why the rezonings is important to you and about some of that criticism?

Mayor: Well, as I've said over the last few weeks, the rezonings that we will emphasize the ones sponsored by the City of New York. There's 15
months left in thisadministration. There's important work to do in terms of development that actually produces for communities and for the good
of all, not just fora few developers. So, again, a private application is one thing, but a publicly sponsored rezoning is a different one. We're
moving forward with Governor's Island. That is going to be crucial to the future of the city, as what we hope will be the glo bal focus, theglobal
headquarters for addressing climate change. We'removing ahead with the Gowanus area in Brooklyn, an area wherewe can produce a lot of



affordable housingand protect jobs. In SoHo NoHo, you're talking about an area that has very little affordable housing. We have an opportunity
here to create affordable housing, to bringto an areathat has been upper income, a greater mix of New Y orkers, and to create morebalance,
which is something | believe in fundamentally. We have an opportunity to help ensure that therewill be jobs in the community in terms of retail,
which is an area that has really been struggling throughout New Y ork City, and we need clear rules to help retail stores survive. So, thisis a
rezoningthat's been proposed to really create substantial community benefit,and there's a lot of support onthe ground forthe ideathat there
needs to be affordable housing in every community, including thosethat are upper income. They also need to have affordable h ousing in those
communities, and that's what this will achieve.

Moderator: The next is Shant from the Daily News.

Question: Yeah,good moming, Mr. Mayor. | know yousaid that assaults will not be tolerated while peopleare protesting the new restrictions. |
wanted to ask about a specificincident reported last night in which a photographer was said to have been beaten unconscious by a crowd. Areyou
aware of that specific incident? And yeah, just any additional thoughts on preventing the situation fromspiraling out of control?

Mayor: Yeah, Shant, | am aware ofthe incident. | spoke to the Police Commissioner about it earlier today. Look, just — assault is not going to be
accepted. Assault onanyoneever,and | want to make very clear to everyone, even folks who disagree with these new rules to get us out of this
crisis: respect the laws, respect the specificinstructions ofthe NYPD and if anyone doesn't there will be consequences. So, if anyonecommitsan
act of assault, of coursethere'll be consequences forthose who arefound to have perpetrated that act. But | think what people have to understand
here is this is a very, very sensitivemoment forthe future of all of New York City. Ifwe right nowrespect these newrules and quickly work
together, we can overcome this problem in a matter of weeks, and then communities can go back to wherewe were just weeks ago, which was
actually very good compared to what we experienced in the springand was the beginning of our restart. We want to keep that restart going, but
we need everyone to be a part of it, and that's whatl'm going to keep reminding peopleof. Goahead, Shant.

Question: Yeah, thanks for that. Switching gears a bit. | wanted to follow up onsome remarks and being on the Brian Lehrer show last week. |
recall you said regarding faulty ballots that were sent to Brooklyn, you said the vendor who sentthose ballots out should be investigated. Can you
say if this is the City is pursuing an investigation itselfand/or has youradministration requested state or federal authorities to launch an
investigation?

Mayor: | will get the latest, Shant, for onwhat might be undertaken. This area where I have to check with the Law De partment onwhat the
follow-up hasbeen and whether thisis an area that's appropriate for Department of Investigation to look at the city level orwhetherit requires
state action, becauseit's regulated — the Board of Elections is regulated by the State, not the City, but we will get you anupdate on that today.

Moderator: The nextis Rich Lamb from WCBS 880.

Question: Hi there, Mr. Mayor and everybody onthe call. Mr. Mayor, so crowds are burning masks in the street. It seems like a clear message
and a possiblethreat to public health. Now areyou, | know that you havesaidthere'll be consequences, but are you prepared to hand out tickets
here? Are you prepared to make arrests? This seems likea very serious thing.

Mayor: Yeah, | appreciate the question, Rich. Clearly again we haveto get everyone to understand the seriousness of these new rules. So, we're
goingto be enforcing across the board. If a business is open where it should not be, there'llbe told to close immediately. If there isresistance, the
businesswill be shut down and there'll be penalties. If people refuse to wear masks, there'll be penalties. Across the board , this is what we're
goingto have to do. We understand the frustrations that people are feeling because no one wantsto seeus haveto go back towards the restrictions
that we had in the spring, but unfortunately they are necessary and they're necessary here, in Brooklynand Queens, and as yo usawyesterday,
they're necessary in other parts of the state as well. We have to stop this problem from growing. We have to stop a resurgence ofthis disease.
We've seen —right nowin Europe is unfortunately the most painful example ofhow they let their guard down, and now they're seeing full b lown,
resurgence, full second wave in a lot of European countries. We can't let that happen here. So, we will enforceand | would urge everyoneto
understand is follow these rules foryourown good, foryour family's good, for your community's good. Go ahead. Rich.

Question: Okay, Mr. Mayor. So the, the Mayor's new system — the Govemor's new color coded system, red, orange, and yellow seems
extraordinarily confusingandsort ofadds an element of confusion, it would appear to try to enforce this stuff, and I'm just wondering whether
you think the Governor is usurping your authority as Mayor? | mean, do youthink he secretly wants to be Mayor of New York City?

Mayor: Thismomentin history, Rich, | wouldn't urge anyone to want to be Mayor of New York City. Itis a very, very challengingmoment, but
I'll tell you something again | haveabsolute faith in the people of New York City that we're going to overcomethis. We overcame something
much tougher in the springand we'regoing to overcome this as well, but we have to work together. We have to ignore those voices of division.
We have to really unify here to get this done. The Govemor underthe law has a right to make these decisions, | said at Sund ay, we proposed a
plan of action. That plan was the basis of what the State decided, not only for here, but for other parts of the stateas well. | think it'simportant
that the State acted and I'mglad the State acted. The — | thought that the ZIP codes were clearer, they weren't perfect, we admitted it, but they
were clearer, but we're going to work with this specific model. Andyou know, we'll get out there and we'll explain to people the color coding,
we'll get out there and explain the map. We're working on the final details with the State. But thebottom line is they have arightto decide. They
decided, that's what matters, and we're going to go out there and work with the State to implement it.

Moderator: The next is Matt Chayes from News Day.
Question: Hey, good moming, Mr. Mayor,howare you?
Mayor: Good, Matt. Howyoudoing?

Question: I'm doingall right. I have two questions. Thefirst is canyoudetail your plan if you have one to check whether houses of wo rship in
the zones aren't secretly being attended in defiance ofthe rules?



Mayor: Well, Matt, obviously theseare newrules now, we're going to go outthere, make sureeveryone understands themand thengo and
enforce. You will remember, Matt, back in the spring, again, we had an outstanding cooperation in all faith communities,and you'll remember
there was a point wherethe vast majority ofhouses of worship in fact had fully shut down. We'renot eventalking about, you know, small groups,
we're talking about people had shut down entirely across the board, and then therewere a few houses of worship in different faiths, but very few,
thattried to open upanddo services anyway, no matterhowbad the situationwas in thecity, they tried to defy therules. We sent out
enforcement to thosehas a worship to shut themdown. So we have history of doing this across different faiths, but it was rare because the vast
majority of faith leaders understood that they needed to follow the rules, and | expect that again. I think you'll seeoverwhelmingly adherence to
these rules. Go ahead.

Question: On a different topic, you said thismoming a couple minutes ago that there would be consequences forarson assault, battery, et cetera.
Why were there noarrests lastnight? And doyouthink the NYPD made theright call in not arresting people who were burning things, attacking
people, et cetera?

Mayor: Yeah.Again first ofall, the NYPD in every situation works with the specific reality of specific facts. Clearly whenthe NYPD sees
something that they believe is worthy of a summons orarrest they proceed to do so, and that will be the reality going forward. | haven't spoken to
the Commissioner about every detail of what happened last night, but I did speak to himabout theapproach that will happen going forward, and
it's quite clear if large numbers of people are gathering, there will be a large police response, there will be ample information, education. People
will be told very clearly how they need to comport themselves. NYPD will give clear instructions, and if people don't follow those instructions,
there will be conseguences.

Moderator: The nextis Julia Marsh from The Post.

Question: Good morning, Mr. Mayor, hope you're well. Just following up on that, | mean, you know, again, you've said that there'snoto lerance
for setting firesor harmto others. There's video after video of fires inthe streets, ofa man being beaten unconscious foradvocating wearinga
mask, of that journalist getting harassed. | mean, what kind of message does it send about following the rules if there were no consequences last
nightand does this lack ofaction by the NYPD invite the Governorto take overenforcement?

Mayor: No, to thelast question, Julia, of course not. NYPD is the finest, strongest police force in the United States of America. T hey can enforce
on this situation. They'vedealt with much, much tougher situations, | assure you. This is anemerging new reality. Obviously it's importantto
make adjustments to any newreality. The individual who's assaulted, if charges are pressed, there will be consequences for p erpetrators once
they're identified as in any otherassault and certainly going forward, if anyone's assaulted, the perpetrators will be held accountable. If anyone
sets a fire that will be grounds for consequences, you will see it very clearly. Goahead.

Question: How is this an emerging new reality if you're supposed to be, have been wearing masks for months, and you're never supposed to set
fires in the street? And | wonder if the Sheriffs Officeis still taking the lead on these enforcement issues or is it the p olice now?

Mayor: We're going to be using all agencies because ofthe magnitude ofthe areawe haveto cover. Sheriff's Office, Office of Special
Enforcement, otheragencies did an outstanding job when we were dealing with pinpoint realities. We're now dealing with a large geography.
Obviously there'll be involved, NYPDwill be involved. What is different is newrulesand people reacting to newrules. That is a newreality and
we're goingto address it very forthrightly. Commissioner is very clear that therewill be consequences for anyonethat does not follow NYPD
instructions oranyone who breaks the law. It will be quite visible and clear.

Moderator: We have timefortwo more for today. The nextis Yoav from The City.
Question: Hi, Mr. Mayor. | might not bethat great to talk, but hopefully you canhear me.
Mayor: Yeah,no,we can hear you. Okay.

Question: Okay. | wanted to ask about the — you said last week that the — I'm sorry, you said last week that the NYPD wrongly arrested legal
observers at the June 4th Bronx protest. I'm just wondering, when did you leam ofthosearrests? And | guess what haveyou doneto get to the
bottom of why it was allowed to happen —

Mayor: Yoav, what I'vewhat | said was a broader point, that anytime there are legal observers, that they are clearly certified as legal observers,
they should not be arrested unless they overtly break a law, obviously, but that the role of legal observers is really important. | said it as someone
who has protested myself andthe NYPD should not bearresting them simply because they're present at a demonstration. That was a broader
point, in terms of the specific situation that's being looked at from back months ago in the Bronx, that is what we arelookingat. The full
investigation is being done independently by the Department of Investigation, working with the Law Department, the results ofthat investigation
will be comingshortly. That's goingto be what | will acknowledge as the most thorough evaluation of what happened, and then we'll act
accordingly from that information onany changes we need to make. Go ahead, Yoav.

Question: Right. But, the right for legal observersto dotheir jobs, that's long established policy, not only that, they had specific approval from
your office to defy thecurfew. So —

Mayor: Andthe question | got was wherewould they be treated as essential workers? And | said, yes, they needed to be treated thes ame way
they had a legitimate roleto play.

Question: Right, I guessmy pointis itshould have beentotally obvious to the NYPD that there was no reason to arrest these people based on
long precedent and a specificapproval fromthe Mayor's Office. So my question is, why are you waiting foran investigation that's already taken
four months? You can easily ask Commissioner Shea if you, if you were [inaudible] find out why this happened [inaudible].



Mayor: Yoav, I've spokento thisbefore. I'll just reiterate. What | made very clear at the time is that should not happen again, that legal
observers, certified legal observers, must be respected during protest, period, and that thatshould not be deviated from, unless there'san
exceptional situation. For example, God forbid, a legal observer committed a separatecrime. I'mnot going to deal with this piecemeal. | want the
full facts on everything that happened and then we will determinethe consequences and any changes that need to be made. But again, thepolicy,
as | said atthe time, and | reiterated the other day on WNYC, the policy hasto be abundantly clear. Certified legal observers, have a right to be at
protest. They should not beinterfered with. They havea job to do, that job should be respected. Goahead.

Moderator: Last question fortoday goes to Erinfrom Politico.

Question: Good morning, Mr. Mayor. The Govemor said yesterday that he is goingto require 400 city personnel to work for histask force to do
this enforcement. | know you said the other day that youdidn'tthink that approach was legal, at this pointare you goingto be providingthose
personnel? And, andif so, are they NYPDor whothey goingto be,and how is thisapproach going to work?

Mayor: They wereNYPD yesterday. They’ll be NYPD today. There'll be NYPD tomorrow. What our personnel worked for the City of New
York, butwe'll work in cooperation with the State. We share common goals with the State. The State has put forward a plan. We're going to work
with that plan. We're going to support that plan, but all our personnel work forthe City of New York. It'sclear asthat. Go ahead, Erin.

Question: Alright, thank you. Andthen secondly, | mean, yousaid you expected the houses of worshipto overwhelmingly followthese rules, but
I mean, based on what we saw overnight, as well as many of the statements from, you know, leaders, elected leaders, religious leaders,and
others, there seemsto be some pretty open defiance of this plan. So, | mean, is there any basis for your belief that there will be compliance and is
there a particularplanfor, you know, enforcement of — I know you spoke to it with respect to protest, but what about with respect to houses of
worship?

Mayor: Erin, I'm going by a coupleof things. First ofall, there'sbeena lot of communication over the last fewweeks with community leaders
and | wantto very intensely separate leaders, faith leaders, ofall different faiths from political leaders who sometimes have a political agenda. It's
justan obvious reality. If you say to meover yearsin publicservice, do | see a difference between clergy and politicians? Of course, clergy tend
to be very responsible. They think about the big picture. They think about the health and wellbeing of their congregants. We sawextraordinary,
extraordinary agreement among the clergy of all faiths in thespring, working togetherto ensure that people were safe, even though it meant
somethingthatall of themdid not likedoing onebit, which meant closing theirhouses ofworship. Here we're talking about houses of worship
still open, but with restrictions. | have neverseen a situation wherea clergy did not work with local govemment to protect people's healthand
safety. I'veseenplenty of situations where politicians and people with other agendas said what they wanted to say for their ownneeds. But |
really wantto say our faith leaders havedistinguished themselves time and again, as being very responsible, very mindful and wanting to work
with local and State authorities. | don't expect that to change here. Maybe there'll bea few, but overwhelmingly | expect a lot of agreement that
we all have to work together to solve this problem.

And let me conclude onthat point everyone, look again, this will be tough. It's really important for people to understand, we're going througha
tough time now in certain parts of thecity, we're all going to work together to overcome that challenge. We are not going to let it overtake New
York City. We still have timeand we certainly havethe wherewithal to stop a second wave from hitting New York City, but everyone has to take
it seriously. Everyonehasto work together. Everyone has to be committed and disciplined, and if you hear voices ofdivision, if youhear
coronavirus denialists, if you hear people out fortheir own agenda and trying to hurt everyoneelse, stand up to them. We have to stay unified to
overcome thischallenge. So | havea lot of faithin the peopleof New York City. | have a lot of faith that the great majority, the vast majority of
New Yorkerswantto dothisright. Why do | havethat faith? Because time and timeagain New Yorkers have shownhow muchthey actually care
about each other,howmuch they'll stand up foreach other, how muchthey'll dothe right thing to protect New York City, and we're goingto do it
again. Thank you, everybody.
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