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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 
January 30, 2019 / Calendar No. 17                                                                        C 180404 PCM 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation and 
the Department of Citywide Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York 
City Charter, for the site selection and acquisition of property located at 510 West 143rd Street 
(Block 2074, Lot 146) for use as a community garden, Borough of Manhattan, Community District 
9. 
 
 

This application for the site selection and acquisition of property was filed on June 1, 2018 by the 

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the Department of Citywide Administrative 

Services (DCAS) to facilitate the use of property located at 510 West 143rd Street (Block 2074, 

Lot 146), within Manhattan Community District 9, as a community garden. 
 

BACKGROUND 

DPR and DCAS request site selection and acquisition approval to facilitate the enlargement of the 

Frank White Memorial Garden, an existing community garden, which abuts the proposed 

acquisition site.  The proposed acquisition site (Block 2074, Lot 146) is located at 510 West 143rd 

Street in West Harlem, Manhattan Community District 9.  
 

The acquisition site is on the south side of West 143rd Street between Broadway and Hamilton 

Place. The site, which is privately-owned, abuts the Frank White Memorial Garden (Block 2074, 

Lots 45 and 46), comprising two existing City-owned lots assigned to DPR for use as a community 

garden in 1999. Since 2000, the garden has been managed by Brotherhood/Sister Sol, a local 

nonprofit organization that mentors local youth and provides environmental education programs, 

for which the community garden plays a key role.   
 

The surrounding area is predominantly residential in character, typified by three-four story 

brownstones and five-six story multi-family buildings. Institutional anchors include City 

College, Riverbank State Park and Jackie Robinson Park as well as several houses of worship, 

libraries and public schools.  

Disclaimer
City Planning Commission (CPC) Reports are the official records of actions taken by the CPC. The reports reflect the determinations of the Commission with respect to land use applications, including those subject to the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), and others such as zoning text amendments and 197-a community-based  plans. It is important to note, however, that the reports do not necessarily reflect a final determination.  Certain applications are subject to mandatory review by the City Council and others to City Council "call-up."
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The Frank White Memorial Garden comprises 3,746 square feet of lot area; the acquisition site has 

1,873 square feet of lot area. When assembled with Lot 146, the enlarged Frank White Garden 

would have approximately 5,619 square feet of lot area. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This application (C 180404 PCM) was reviewed pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the SEQRA regulations set forth in Volume 6 of the New York 

Code of Rules and Regulations, Section 617.00 et seq. and the City Environmental Quality Review 

Rules of Procedure of 1991 and Executive Order No. 91 of 1977. The lead agency is DPR. This 

application was determined to be a Type II action, which requires no further environmental review. 
 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 180404 PCM) was certified as complete by the Department of City Planning 

on September 4, 2018, and was duly referred to Manhattan Community Board 9 and the Manhattan 

Borough President, in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, Section 2-

02(b). 
 

Community Board Public Hearing 

Manhattan Community Board 9 held a public hearing on this application (C 180404 PCM) on 

October 30, 2018, and on that date, by a vote of 18 in favor, one opposed, and one abstaining, the 

board adopted a resolution recommending approval of the application.  

 

Borough President Recommendation 

This application (C 180404 PCM) was considered by the Manhattan Borough President, who on 

December 17, 2018 issued a recommendation to approve the application.   

 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On December 5, 2018 (Calendar No. 5), the City Planning Commission scheduled December 19, 

2018 for a public hearing on this application (C 180404 PCM). On December 19, 2018 (Calendar 
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No. 25), the hearing was continued to January 9, 2019. The hearing was duly held on January 9, 

2019 (Calendar No. 39). Four speakers testified in favor of the application. 

 

A representative from DPR, who spoke in favor of the application, described the acquisition site, 

its physical and programmatic relationship to the Frank White Memorial Garden and the rationale 

for the requested action.  Three community residents, who also spoke in favor, expressed the 

community’s high regard for the Frank White Memorial Garden and recounted the garden’s 

positive impact on their lives. 

 

There were no other speakers, and the hearing was closed.  
 

CONSIDERATION 

The Commission believes that the site selection and acquisition of property located at 510 West 

143rd Street (Block 2074, Lot 146) for use as a community garden is appropriate.  

 

The requested action will facilitate the expansion of the Frank White Memorial Garden through 

acquisition and assemblage of Block 2074, Lot 146, with Block 2074, Lots 45 and 46.  The 

requested action will preserve the existing open space use on the acquisition site. 
 

The Commission notes the importance of community gardens and recognizes Brotherhood/Sister 

Sol for their long-term stewardship of the Frank White Memorial Garden. Community gardens 

serve as a critical asset and resource for community-based public open space. They activate the 

streetscape, help make the block more welcoming and attractive and enable community residents 

to gather, socialize and engage one another.   

 

The requested action will enable the acquisition site to be preserved and used as part of a larger 

community garden, provide enhanced space for environmental education and a place for 

community residents to gather, play and enjoy.  The Commission, therefore, believes that the 

requested site selection and acquisition of property for use as a community garden is appropriate. 
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RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, that the City Planning Commission finds that the action described herein will have 

no significant impact on the environment; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c of the New York  

City Charter, that this application submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation and the 

Department of Citywide Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City 

Charter, for the site selection and acquisition of property located at 510 West 143rd Street (Block 

2074, Lot 146) for use as a community garden, is approved.  
 

The above resolution (C 180404 PCM), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on January 

30, 2019 (Calendar No. 17) is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, and the Borough 

President in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York City Charter. 

 

 

MARISA LAGO, Chair 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., Vice Chairman 
ALLEN P. CAPPELLI, Esq., ALFRED C. CERULLO, III,  
MICHELLE de la UZ, JOSEPH I. DOUEK, RICHARD W. EADDY,  
HOPE KNIGHT, ANNA HAYES LEVIN, ORLANDO MARIN,   
LARISA ORTIZ, RAJ RAMPERSHAD, Commissioners 
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