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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 1, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS TO MARK THE FIRST DAY OF THE CITY’S STYROFOAM BAN
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Good job, everybody. Happy New Year.
 
Audience: Happy New Year.
 
Mayor: Happy New Year. Alright. Happy New Year, everybody. Happy New Year, everybody in the press as well. This is a really wonderful gathering to celebrate something great happening in New York City, and this is a great way to kick-off the new year because what we’re going to do in the new year is take care of our planet, aren’t we?
 
[Applause]
 
When I see these kids, it reminds me of what my own children have told me. They want to make sure that all of us protect this planet for them and for their children. It’s urgent for them. They’ve seen what’s happened all over the world. They know the time is now. This is something we do for our children. This is something we do for our grandchildren. It’s as simple as that.
 
Here’s what we say today as we start this new year in New York City – we say no to fossil fuels that keep heating our planet.
 
[Applause]
 
We say no to Big Oil’s greed.
 
[Applause]
 
And we definitely say no to Styrofoam.
 
[Applause]
 
No more. No more.
 
Audience: No more foam! No more foam! No more foam! No more foam! No more foam!
 
Mayor: Today we ban Styrofoam in New York City.
 
[Applause]
 
We say no to Styrofoam and yes to a more livable future for our planet and our children. That’s what this is about. I want to thank, especially – especially the kids who are here from P.S. 15 in Red Hook. Thank you.
 
[Applause]
 
They – some of the best chanters I’ve seen in a long time.
 
[Laughter]
 
They organized a rally in 2018 to ban Styrofoam. They came to City Hall – these young people – to stand up for the planet. Let’s give them a big round of applause.
 
[Applause]

I want to thank all the advocates who are here with us, all the members of my administration. A special thanks to our Director for the Mayor’s Office of Sustainability, Mark Chambers.
 
[Applause]
 
I want to thank our friends from the Yemeni American Bodega Association.
 
[Applause]
 
Here’s what we all know – we all lived through Sandy. We all saw what Sandy did to New York City. We all know that global warming is real. And we understand it was caused by the fossil fuel industry continuing to push a product that’s harming us. And that’s what this is made of – fossil fuels, petroleum. This is part of the problem right here. And we were told for so long we couldn’t live without Styrofoam. 
Well, that’s wrong. We have to do a whole lot of things differently now. So, in this city, we’ve gone at the problem. First of all, we took on the people who caused the problem. We sued Big Oil. We said you have to pay for what you’ve done.
 
[Applause]
 
First major city in America to take all of our investments, all that pension money, out of Big Oil, out of fossil fuels.
 
[Applause]
 
Instead we’re investing money in renewable energy. That’s where our money should go.
 
[Applause]
 
We’re committed to reducing emissions in this city by 80 percent by the year 2050.
 
[Applause]
 
And we’re committed to zero waste to landfills.
 
[Applause]
 
Now, this is where Styrofoam comes in so powerfully. When this goes into a landfill, it takes eons to break down. And when it breaks down, it only lets out toxins. And every single one of these is made out of petroleum, that’s the problem to begin with.
 
Here’s the extent of it – before this ban, New Yorkers threw away 60 million pounds of Styrofoam a year. Sixty million pounds that all our friends at Sanitation had to deal with, that we had to pay to send to landfills. 
 
I knew for a long time we had to get rid of the Styrofoam. When I was in the City Council, I had the honor of warming up the seat for Brad Lander in the City Council right here in this district. I introduced a bill to ban Styrofoam use by City agencies. That was a decade ago. We’re finally getting to this day now. We’re finally getting to the changes we need.
 
But I want to be clear. When I introduced that bill, it was because I heard the voices of people in my own district. I heard from the parents and the kids at P.S. 154 in Windsor Terrace who couldn’t stand the fact that their food was served in these. And they said – you know, this was a decade ago – whoops – they said a decade ago, look, here’s something better. Here’s something better – biodegradable containers that will not harm the Earth, that are not made of petroleum. There’s something better. They – the kids and the parents of P.S. 154 knew that a decade ago. The kids at P.S. 15 knew that when they rallied at City Hall.
 
Now, we’re finally there. It took years. We had to fight in court. The industry tried to stop us every step of the way. They spent millions and millions of dollars to protect something that was hurting us all. But, you know what, the courts sided with us. The courts sided with the people and they said the Styrofoam ban is the right thing.
 
[Applause]
 
So, I’ll conclude before I turn my colleagues, and I’ll say this, when we talk about a city for everyone. When we talk about the fairest big city in America, that starts with being a city that you can live in, a city that’s clean, a city that’s healthy, a city that’s going to survive global warming. This Styrofoam ban takes us in the right direction.
 
And I’m going to say a thank you to the ultimate beneficiaries but the ultimate activists, these young people. Let’s thank them.
 
[Applause]
 
A few words in Spanish –
 
[Mayor de Blasio speaks in Spanish]
 
No to Styrofoam, yes to a healthy future for our kids.
 
[Applause]
 
And now, one of the great leaders in this cause and she knows better than anyone what it means that Styrofoam will not be going into those landfills, our Sanitation Commissioner, Kathryn Garcia. 
 
[Applause]
 
Commissioner Kathryn Garcia, Department of Sanitation: So, I am thrilled to be here. It was a long, very tough fight to get here and we could not be standing today talking about a ban on Styrofoam without our elected officials, without all of the children who have been advocating, as well as every environmental advocate who helped every step of the way. And I’m also going to give a small shout out to the Law Department who defended me over and over again in court.
 
But this is a big day. There’s a huge amount of Styrofoam that we don’t need to use, that not only will end up in landfills polluting our environment but often gets washed into our waterways, that gets washed into our storm drains.
 
And so I am very excited today to finally see the ban being put in place. And if anyone doesn’t think there’s climate change, it’s really not usually 60 degrees on January 1st in New York City.
 
But you know, nothing’s changing. We have to make commitments to change our behavior as consumers to be able to invest in our future and ensure that our children and our grandchildren will inherit a planet better than the one that we found. 
 
So, I am just super excited about today and I am thrilled that particularly the children came out to show their support for the hard work, but we need to continue to move forward to make sure that we actually get to our zero waste to landfills goal, and I am committed to doing it and I know the Mayor is as well. Thank you.
 
[Applause]

Mayor: So, we are proud in Brooklyn to have leaders who have really understood for a long time how much we had to change. What Kathryn said, I mean – I was feeling it but I wasn’t recognizing the fact that, look at this, we’re all not supposed to be wearing this kind of clothes on January 1st outdoors. Something is wrong. Global warming is real.
 
But this part of Brooklyn for years and years have been activists, demanding the changes that we need. And here in this district Brad Lander has been a leader and a leader citywide, and he’s been leading the charge on Styrofoam – Councilmember Brad Lander.
 
[...]
 
Well, everyone, a very Happy New Year to you. This is a good way to begin and let’s give the last word to our students. Tell us –
 
[...]
 
Happy New Year, everyone.
 
[Applause]
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