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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 25, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

WEDNESDAY: FIRST NATIONAL YOUTH POET LAUREATE TO BE ANNOUNCED BY FIRST LADY CHIRLANE MCCRAY 

Rap poet Kurtis Blow to headline poetry slam

NEW YORK – On Wednesday, April 26, First Lady Chirlane McCray will announce the first-ever National Youth Poet Laureate. The competition is championed by Urban Word, which leads the Youth Poet Laureate Program in NYC. Harlem-born, award-winning, rapper Kurtis Blow will perform and introduce the First Lady.    
 
The two finalists, Hajjar Baban and Amanda Gorman, were selected from five National Youth Poet Laureate semi-finalists who were decided by the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities chaired by First Lady Michelle Obama in July 2016. The event will feature a poetry slam with six prominent NYC youth poets: Ramya Ramana, Ashley August, Nkosi Nkululeko, Zora Howard, Trace DePass, and Sharon Lin.


WHEN:          Wednesday, April 26, 2017 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

WHO:             Chirlane McCray, First Lady of NYC
                        Kurtis Blow, Hip-Hop rapper known for hit single “The Breaks”   

WHERE:        Gracie Mansion
East 88th Street & East End Avenue
New York, NY 10028

There will be no Q-and-A. Media should plan to arrive no later than 5:30 PM. Members of the media please RSVP to danderson@cityhall.nyc.gov.
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